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CHAPTER XXV. 
Ccntinuation of Mr. Cowper^s Hi/lory. 

1 H E hearts of the Aubreys accompanied 
Mr. Cowper through the various feel- 
ings he had experienced. He dcfignedly, 
thouj^h imperceptibly, led chcm in:o the 
gradual variation of his own emotions at' 
the time the events took place. They 
had alighted with him at the ftyle, on the 
Thornbury roadj they had recalled to 
ipind Fanny^s aftivity in producing the 
apparatus to wa(h from his face the blood 
thac had been drawn in her caufe ; they 
had renewed the bactle, ^nd (huddet-ed. 
c VOL. iir. B at 



2 AUBREY. 

at the firft toUof ihc bell that had ftruck 
his car. From that moment they had 
dreaded the event, yet admitted, as he 
had done, a hope, though (lighter than 
his, that the funeral might be Mr, Grey's 
rather than Fanny's. Fear of the truth, 
however, predominated, and the tears 
prepared by their fympathy began to 
flow as fbon as they heard that Grey 
himfelf performed the fervice.. The 
awful verfc from the pfalm^ the dread- 
ful information from the coffin wrung 
their hearts j they mourned, they wept 
bitterly for Fanny. Mr. Cowper had 
ceafed to (peak, and there was a pro* 
found filence for fome minutes : at 
length, Aubrey rofc, and rang the bell 
for tea. Cacfar came in, and faid it was 
ready in the drawing-room. Mrs. 
Aubrey« Emily, and Arthurina, with 
Arthur- William, went up to the nur- 
fery to recover themlelycs, leaving Ar* 

thur. 



AUBREY. 3 

thur, with his father and Mr. Cowpcr, 
walking up and down the parlour, each 
intent on his own contemplations. 

When they all met again at the tea- 
table, and had re fumed fomc degree of 
cafe : ** My dear friends," faid Mr, 
Cowper, ** my dtfire that you (hould 
" know me, and take an intercft in me, 
" for the reft of life has induced me to 
•* make you acquainted with my fad 
*^ ftory ; let the intercft I feel for you 
make amends for the pain I have in- 
fliaed."— ** The pain of fympathy,*'. 
faid Aubrey, " is always attended with a 
*' kind of charm, by which it is infinitely 
^* morcthanconipenfatedi pray take your 
*' tea and proceed."—'* I long to know/* 
faid Arthur, " what became of that vil- 
« lain Smyth."— ^< And I," cried Ar- 
thur- William, " to hear about litilc 
*' Fanny." Mrs. Aubrey and the girls 
made kind enquiries refpcfting Mrs. 

B 2 Smyth 
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4 AUBRET/ 

Smyth and Edmund's fifter>. and when 
they thought that Mr. Cowpcr was fulE- 
ciently rcfrcflicd, thty one and all beg- 
ged him to finiih his ftoryi which he 
accordingly thus refumed : 

" The fudden tranfitions of hope 
and fear terminating fo dreadfully af- 
fected my brain j I was feized, and car- 
ried raving out of the church. I conti* 
nued in a ftate of infanity nearly three 
months, and it was not till long after, 
that my fitter ventured to inform me of 
the real circumftances of Fanny's death, 
I had been removed to Briftol, and put 
under the care of a perfon who under- 
took the charge of the infanc. My fitter, 
furprifed at my not returning to her ac- 
cording to my promife, had found mc 
by enquiring at Melfprd. j She was at 
no lofs, as my money remained in her 
hands, and receiving hopes from the fa* 
culty, that my malady would yield to 

time 
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time and proper treatment, (be paid me 
unrcmiccing actencion* I will not dwell 
minutely on che information I received 
from ber, when the bad afcertained that 
I was fufficiently recovered to beat k. 
I think of it daily s I think of it for « 
wife purpofe; and fooie day^ I will dxo^ 
yoi>a packet of letters, and a journal, 
that (hall excite your admiration; but 
lime will not allow k at prefen^ Tbe 
fame devil that had tempted me at OpoN 
to, had been working my deftraftioa ac 
Melford* The hiftory of my in&tiia- 
«ttont wkh fome empaffioiied letters I 
had written to Donna Seraphina^ was 
fully conveyed to Edenbower by Smytb^ 
who, it was now clear to me, had con* 
trived to intercept all my Fanny's Ict^ 
tcrs, copies of which fhe had kept^ and 
%hich, with mine to Donna Seraphina, 
an anonymous One from the villain who 
tranfmittf^d thcm> a^ her own joiarn^l 

B 3 from 



6 AUBREY. 

from the day we parted, formed the con- 
terns of the packet delivered to me by 
my fiftcr. The beginning of the journal 
was full of cfFufions of love, and ardent 
.anticipations of my return i thefe were 
echoed by her letters j the other pafc 
contained the tendered lamentaiions fur 
.the lofs of my heart, which (he felt it 
was impofljible to furvive, always ending, 

however, with, but I forgive you Chark^, 
may Ggd al/o for give and blefs youl The 
-llate of her mind brought on a mtfcar* 
riage at an advanced period of her pre g- 
'nancy ^ Qie funk into a melancholy, 
from which (he never recovered. Her 
mother had confulted Grey^ who h^d 
written me an admonitory letter, which 
it feems had been alfo intercepted j and 
my conduft had been reprobated at Mel- 
ford, where I was become an objefl of 
deteftation. Such was the curfe that a 
perfidious man and ^n artful woman 

had 
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had brought up^n me ; or ratlitr, fuch 
was the miferable confequcncc of my 
own folly and guilt. 

" 1 now rcfigncd every thought of 
happincfs in this world 5 1 wiihcd myfclf 
in another 5 but bearing in mind my 
father's lad injonftionsagainft fuicide, I 
rcfolved to devote the reft of my life to 
repentance, and to drive to dcfcrvc by 
that, a re-union with the blcflcd fpirir, 
whofe focicty in the prcfcnt ftatc of ex* 
iftencc 1 had forfeited. I truft I 
have kept my refoladon i I truft I have 
expiated. I am waiting patiently my 
relealc, endeavouring to fill up the inter- 
vening time as well as I can." — " But 
what," cried Arthur, " became of the 
villain who was the caufe of all this mi«* 
fcry ?" — ** I never faw him afterwards," 
replied Mr. Cowper, " and it is very 
furprifihg that I have never been able tp 
trace his' pcrfon farther than Conjoo^, 

■ 4 where 
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8 AUBREY. 

where I told you he embarked for Bor- 
deaux.. Nor has it been the cfFtdt of 
negligence; I have done every thing in 
my power to find him% The Bankers, 
who furnilhcdhim with credit on Oporto, 
had not the lead knowledge of him ; the 
fums were placed in (heir hands by an 
agent, with whom they were alfo unac- 
quainted, for which he received letters of 
credit to the amount, payable to Smyth. 
The letters of introdudlion which he 
had procured* at Oporto from perfons 
on the Continent, had merely been in 
confcquence of the figure he bad mdde 
•wherever he (topped for a time. I htvc 
purfued a hundred - different Smyths 
'without fuccefs : nay, he negotiated the 
notes of hand I gave him in Portugal^ 
and I could not trace him by the holder 
t)f them, who had received them from a 
foreigner. In (hort, I think he rouft 
jiave cotAe to fomc untimely end ; if 

: - not. 
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not, he has fo completeljr CDTcQopfid 
himfelf^ that, added to the commoil- 
nefs of the naoie^ he has bitherto^firaped 
every fearch. 

*< Having loft the frfendfllip of the 
good Vicar of Melfotdj aod dreading to 
return to a fpot where every objeft 
would renew excitement to the mabdy 
from which I had juft recovered, I re- 
i<^ved at firft to avoid Gloucefterfliire, 
and all that could endanger the intellcfi; 
but forrow aod repentance, thofe corrod- 
ing inmates of the guilty heart, were 
pleaGi^ to mine ; becaufe, though I had 
. been guilty, mine was not the guilt of 
depravity, not the guilt of a deep dcGgn« 
ing fpirit. I. had been miQed 5 my foul 
had been enthralled by the appearances 
of virtue and friendihip ; and I was loG: 
before I dctcAed the mafks. Happi- 
nefst what I had figured to myfelf as 
happinefs, all that could have endeared 
> B 5 exiftencc 
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exigence to m^, had my Fanny lived tt> 
bleis me with pardon and with love» 
W2is withdrawn from the profpcA of life, 
which was now to be endured^ not eif- 
joyed. For the ideas of blifs, I fubfti- 
tuted thofe of utility and refignation. I 
united my lifter's lot with mine ; I 
adopted her children, for flie had a 

daughter born in England^ about fix 
months after our arrival, and I refolved 
to turn my poverty to account^ by mak- 
ing it the nurfe of forritude and juftice. 
I had fome hard ftruggles j but by the 
ftriftcft adherence to frugality, by cur- 
tailing the circle of wants, by confider* 
ing debt as a worfe evil than hunger or 

rags, I giaincd the viftory, 

«« It would be endlefs to tell you the 
fevere trials, as well as petty mortifica- 
tions which I found attendant on penury. 
I fhall briefly give you an account of 
what happened to me, in confcquence 

of 
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of the debts I contracted at Oporto. 
Though boih Grey and Coufel were too 
much oSended to admit» and I too coa« 
cious to attempt, a juftiBcation of mf 
cofxiu6t s yet, they were too good^ an4 
too much attached to. my Fanny, to for<- 
fake the interefb of her child : they 
therefore gave me co underftand, that 
they Cbould not refign the trufl: of the 
fettlement I had made, and Couiel pror 
mifed to continue afliftuig my mocher-in* 
law, in the management of the little 
farm, on condition, that I fuflFcred her 
granddaughter, my little Fanny> to re*- 
main with her. My anfwer was^ that 
when I recovered fortitude enough to 
fee my child, I certainly would, and that 
I (hould then be determined by circum- 
ftancei j but, that it was neither my. in- 
tention, nor my inclination^ to take her 
from Mrs. Rofs. Coulei was not a man 
to raife fcruples, and he continual hur 
V B 6 afllftance« 
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tiffiftance. By good manage ment, tht 
farm produced on an average from eighty 
toa himdred a- year j this by the fttdement 
now belonged to me ; but I confented 
to fliare it with my mother-in-law white 
fhe had the care of my child, taking ra- 
ther the larger part, as fhe would now 
again refort to her own annuity, and as 
I had to takr care of my fifter and her 
two children, who were infanta. 

« Reflefting on the difficulty of living 
t)n fuch a phtance, and remembering 
toy dtibt to the worthy Horton of Opor- 
to, I made my (ituation known to feve- 
ral of my father's friends, and alfo to 
Neville's family s Neville himfelf was 
gone abroad on his travels, and I hoped 
that fome of them woyld intereft them- 
felves to put me in a fituation which 
I might fill with credit, and by which 
I might be fupportcd like a gentle-* 
man. All I gained by wj application 
. . . 1 . was 
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was a pnuflkal leifori, the theory of 
vrhtch I had learned in books, widi- 
iouc retainiQg a fufiicient icnpreflioii of 
it to deter me from adding myfclf to 
the lift of unqualified fuitors : I was re«* 
eeived with fmiles, difmifled with ad- 
^ce, and deprived of my ^ntrei at every 
^oufe where it was heard that I was feek^ 
ing rile exertion of influence. This was 
not the worft ; I was immediately marked 
out for calumny; I was iaid 10 have 
ruined myfelf by extravagance ; my pal^ 
fion for Donna Seraphina wastold againft 
mtf with all the exaggerations of ma- 
krolence. I was reported to have taken 
In a young man to marry my fifter, to 
have ruined him, and caufed his death 
by driving htm to defpair; in ifhort^ 
every incident that could be diftorted to 
afperfion^ was armed againft me. 
- *^ Friendlefs and fad, I took lodgings 

1ft the fuburbs of London, confifting of 

a parlour 
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a parlour and two fmall bed-rooms. 
Here, affifted by Harriet, I gloried la 
enduring the rigour of fate ; I thought 
daily of Fannv, and of my own condud, 
and juftificd Providence, whole chafTife - 
ment proceeded from order a^d ^•. e- 
volcncc i while 1 <'jc p ;tj ;r 'Mc 

world, whofe malt volcnce wci:> :)0t ihc 
rcfulc of jufticc, but the operations of a* 
corrupt alTociation of ideas combining 
with bafe padions. 

" About two years after my arrival in 
England, a change took place in my 
fituation, from my notes to Smyth being 
broughc againft me. As I was not' able 
to take them up, I was arrefted and 
carried to the Fleet-prifon. In going 
in, I met a geritleman coming out, 
whom I remembered to have feen at 
Oporto, and who left it about a fort« 
night after my arrival there. He feem- 
ed to know me, yet evidently avoided a 

recognition i 
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rccognUton : he was not ihe firft ac- 
quaintance who had coolly paficd me 
by, and I had long ceafed to be morci* 
ficd i but I was unjuft to che motives of 
this young man^ from. whom I received 
a letter the next day« requefting pcrmifi- 
fion to pay mc a viiit, and who had 
paflfed me unnoticed, only through fear 
of hurting my feeling?. 

^^ His name was Searle, I fay was^ 
for he died abouc two years ago ; he 
was a nephew of Dr. Searte's, the Rec« 
tor of Maricon -, and having been de^ 
lighted with fome civilities he received 
from my father in Portugal, was anxi* 
ous to return them to me* He expreflcd 
a defire to ferve me , this I told him 
was impofllble, but he would not be re^ 
fufed. In fliort, after hearing my ftory, 
with moft of which he was previoufly 
acquainted, he aflfured me that, though 

he could not heal the wounds my 

heart 
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hetit had received^ it would be my 

own fault if I were not fet to rights with 
regard to money-macters. ^ The notes 
« to Smythy and your bond to Mr. Hor- 
^ ton,* faid he, * muft bt taken op and 
^ confolidated.' I told him that I had 
tiot the means. * But I have,' replied 
he, * and you may hereafter contrive 

• fome mode of difcharging the debt ; at 
^ prefent, I have taken the liberty to bail 

♦ yotJ, and we will (cttle the terms at 
' leifure. I am lately from Oporto, 
"^ and can give you the fatisfaftion of 
"• knowhig, that Donna Scraphina de 
^ Monocello is univerfally defpifed. Af- 

* ter your departure, (he returned to 

* the city, where Ihe laboured with all 
^ her power to blacken your charaftcr>^ 
' particularly charging you with the 

• diflionour of unfounded boafts : but 
' no credit is given to her by the En- 

* gli/h, and even her own codntrymeti 

* aflbciate 
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' alToctace with her .as lirde us poffiblc. 
< Perhaps you do not know/ cootinu- 
ed hcy ^ chat your friend Horton is 
^ dead. He was carried ofF by ^n apo- 
^ plexy about three months ago, and 

* your bond is either here. already, or on 
' its way to be put in force againft you%' 

I afiured Mr. Searle, chat I had no pro^ 
perty in the world to give him as a fe- 
curity^ except a lifc-incercft in the pro« 
duce of a few acres of ground^ which 
was fully employed in the bare mainte- 
nance of five peribns. « How .ftands 
'your fund c^ Greek aad LMtiaV 
faid He« ^ Have you any objed^ioQ to 
^ mortgage that as a fecurky ?'*— ^ I un* 
^ derftand you/ rcidicd I : < perhaps, 
5 a ihof t bruihing up would make me 

* as iit for a tutor as nineteen in twenty 
« that undertake the talk of tuition, . bat 
^ I do not chink my confcienc« woukl 

* aUow rac.* . • Til relieve your con- 

* • fcience/ 
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* fcicnce,* faid he : * my uncle is guar* 
' dian to two orphanSf who will have 

* tolerable fortunes when they c'ooie of 
' age : their capacities feem to be very 

* confined i but he is of opinion, that 

* if a man can be found who will confi* 
' dcT them more as his fons than his pu-* 
^ pils, their inteUeAs may be drawg 

* forth ; the one is thirteen, the other 
' fourteen years old. 1 am in queft of 
' fuch a man as my uncle wifhes for -, 

* and indeed, I came hither yefterday 

< after a gentleman^ who having other 

* views on the arrangement of his af^ 
^ fairs^ declined the offer which I now 
^ make to you. You mud comply,' 
continued he, * for you are not expeffced 

< to make them profound fcholars ; and 

* if you (hould even fail in the attempt 
' to enlighten their minds, the blame 

< will ftiH be caft upon nature rather 

* than on you. Oo this plan two hun«* 

« dred 
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« a-ycar will be giv«n with each of them.' 
I thanked Searle front the bottom of 
my heart> and agreed to make the 
trial. 

** To be brief, for I have already in» 
duiged my garuKty too mucb, I received 
the boys : they lived with me about fix 
years, and I had the fatisfadion to fee 
them turn out amiable and inteiligenic 
young men. 1 thought this alone a great 
reward (br the pains i had (ihcetely be^ 
ftowed upon therii ^ tour, in additton, by 
living on three hundred a^year, . my 
whole debt to Searle was cleared ofl^ 
and I fe cored the cordiality and friend* 
ihip of the Re&or of Maricon/' 

<^ But you have fatd nothing of lictk 
« Fanny i" faid Arthur- William, "I 
<^ am afraid, my dear boy/' replied 
Cbwper, ** to enter upon the fubjed. 
About two months after my recovery 
of reafon, I thought I coUk) bear to firt 

her 
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her without danger; I went to E<ien* 
bower in dirguife j I difcovercd myfclf 
on\y to my inotht!r-in law, with whofe 
concurrence I contrived to remain cOn*- 
sealed in the hoofe four-and-twenty 
hours. What I felt on entering the houfc, 
and at the fighc of my chUd> is not 
to be dcfcribed~let it pafe— I oorc my- 
-ielf away-f^I paid her another vifit^ and 
Another* In ihort^ I fouAd.that I could 
not live without her, and ^bout the time 
that Searle made me the dScr of toy pa* 
pik^ I fent my fifter to Melford^ to pro^ 
pofe to Mn. Rofs^ that ihe and Fannf 
ihould live a part of the year with Us; 

** Hdtjtet was not fatisfied wkh bare>- 
iy tta^tsamg her commiffion i (he iaw 
prey -and Coufel, fhe told' them my 
fiory, de<f:rib)ed the arts that had been 
|sra&ifed« C9 feduce me» and painted ttiy 
fepeotancc* She. fofteocd their hearts^ 
tfldft ftidc4 t%y tjbeir religion^ obt^&ed my 
.,.: forgivencfs. 
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forgivcircfs. Grey, the bcncvofcnt, the 
pious,, the excellent Grey, wrote me a 
fbw lines with his owl) hand ; bts wordi 
were—*' Miiguided, unfortunate man 1 
•* I believe your repentance to be fin- 
^^ cere j come aod fini(h your expiation 
at the grave of the angel you have- 
loft : come, and by attention to her 
child and to your future life, cndea* 
^< vour to confirm your redemption, and 
^ to merit a re^union with the blefled 
•* faint in a world where there is no cor • 
«< ruption ; come to your home and be 
•< comforted.*' 

" Time, though it produced no alter-^ 
ation in my heart or recoUeAion, refpedtn 
ing my beloved Fanny, fortified my 
nerves. Objects that would once have- 
plunged me into defpair, or overwhelmf^ 
ed me with niadnefs, tempered my far-' 
row, foothed and delighted iM. I acf 
ceptcd Grey*s invitation j I removed to 

Edenbower 
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Edcobower with my fifttr and htr chil» 
dren, and there I trained my pupils* 
My rpind afiumcd a kind of oielancboiy 
happinefs^ in which I reflfted dcpreffion 
by attaching all earthly blifs to the pur* 
fuit of the will of Him, whofe chaftifc* 
ments are bleOlngs ; and particularly in 
attention to my little Fanny's underftand*- 
ing, which 1 cultivated with all my 
power; at the fame time that 1 endca*- 
vourcd to form her foul to fuch enjoy- 
ments on earth, as (hould prepare her 
early for thofe to which her angelic mo- 
ther had been removed, I was fuccefs^ 
ful«-the foil was of the bed kind«-I was 
iucce&ful beyond my warmed hopes* 

<< She had the dart in years of her 
couQns, \\fhom Ihe delighted to lead in 
the path ibe bad taken. To my (ifter^ 
ihe owed the progrefs (he aiade in mu* 
fict and .the eafe and grace of her car* 
riage: with my aflTidance, ihe became ac- 
quainted 
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quainted with herfelf ; with the paflions 
of the heart) the faculties of the mind ; 
and fhe feduloufly and eagerly devoted 
her powers to rcdifying the former, and 
cultivating the latter. Oh 1 (he was 
eminently fuccefsful in both. She was 
ambitious of cxecllcnce, without envy 
or emulation. Her anger was without 
fit), Ihe had difcarded from it every de* 
grce of rage, revenge, retaliation, and 
fuUennefs ; it was but an animated dif- 
approbation of error. She had learned 
CO temper fear and grief by refignation ; 
and hope, and joy, were removed from 
the dominion of fancy, to that of rea- 
Ibn. Hatred of vice was unattended 
with malevolence to the perfon ^ and 
genuine love and modefty banilbed pride, 
and vanity, and jealoufy. She. a(pired 
not to the maiculine walks of /cience ; 
but in her purfuit of pkaiang as well as 
of important knowledge^ fhc was coo* 

tent. 
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tent, after fatisfying her undcrftanding in 
fpme points, ta take much upon truft— 
much (he relied on her father. Her 
memory, imagination, judgment, un- 
folded themfelvcs grcdually, but ftrong- 
If. She was daily adding to the (lores 
of her mind. 

" In her pcrfon (he refcmbled her 
mother ; I was always told, and believe, 
that in her face (he refemblcd me. I early 
made her acquainted with my hiilory, 
amd often took her with me to vi(5t her 
mother's grave, over which I had placed 
a (imple urn on a pedcHal. Sorrow had 
yielded much to the force of parentd 
affedion, when my fccond Fanny was 
old enough to (eel an incereft in her mo- 
ther'a tomb i and I refrained from weep- 
iog, when we went together. Once, 
however, when I thought mytblf atone,. 
flic came i^on mc unawares, and (bund 
bathed in vars« She etaobriccd me^ 

and 
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and mingled hers with mine. 1 indulged 
the fenfation. I accufcd myfclf to my 
child — I wept upon her neck. Finding 
my agitation incrcafe, flie ftiflcd her own 
emotion, and looking at me with the 
impreflivc countenance of a feraph, faid -, 

* My dear papa, this is very wrong; 

* you fay you think, that the fpirits of 

* thofe who love us, delight in viewing 

* us 5 furcly it cannot be to fee us in 

* pain ; long have you been forgiven 
' by the beloved fpirit, by whofe memo- 

* ry you are afliidted : this agitation may 

* be a fpccies of ingratitude to her. Oh I 
' ccafe to court affliiStion^ and let us in 
' future think of her, and fpcak of her 

* with joy, as being far happier than V/c 
« could make her here/ I ceafcd to 
weep i I bleffed the good fenfe and piety 
of my child, and from that moment I 
yielded to the diftate of wifdom, to 
court afflidtion no longer. 

VOL III. c *« Iiy 
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** In time I forgot the miftry 1 had 
merited. As Fannv advanced in Hfe, 
a new generation grew up with her at 
Melford. She won the hearts of old 
and young. I was again included in 

their fmiles. My fifter and the Smythf, 
refigned to their lot, enlivened our Kab% 
ta:ion. Our mornings were devoted to 
mental improvementSjOurcveningi ^TiK* 
times to the pcrufal of works of imngins. 
tion, fometimes to mufic and dancing, 
and not unfrequently to neighbourly 
meetings, and familiar calk, in which good 
humour prevailed, and no one feared a 
critic. Happjnefs once more took pof- 
Itfilon of Edcnbower. 

*^ Happinefs is a fickle tenant; (he 
{laid but a. few years with me. When 
Fanny had attained her cighteench year, a 
fudden, ijicomprehcnfible malady, of the 
nature of vihich I am to. this day igno- 
rant, deprived pie of my child — of my 

friend 
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friend— of fuch a friend as ftldom falls 
to the lot of man, I have no idea of any 
afFcflion fo perfeft, or fo well founded, 
as the friendfhip that fubfiftcd between 
us. It was diftinft from the fondnefs of 
father and daughter, though heightened 

by it. It was intelleftual fympathy. It 
was a fimilar comprehcnfion of things, 
fimilar conceptions, fimilar purfuics, un- 
bounded confidence. It is only by re- 
fle<5ling on the nature of fuch a friend- 
fhip, that my lofs can be eftimated. Oh! 
moft gladly would I have relinquifhed 
every comfort of life to have preferved 
her. The progrcfs of her diflfolution, 
though fure, was tardy ; but though at- 
tended with intolerable fufFerings, fhc 
bore the dreadful trial without a mur- 
mur. Her forcitude and refignation 
muft have excited the admiration of 
angels. No complaint cfcaped her lips. 
She was long fcniible that (he was ap- 

c 2 proaching 
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preaching her end, and one evening as 
ihe obfervcd from her bed a bright 
planet, which appeared through the win- 
dow of her chamber, (he defired her 
aunt to look at it, faying j " Papa ufcd 
•' to tell me, that there was nothing un- 
•* likely in the idea of our being tranf^ 
" lated from planet to planet: I wonder 
" if that is to be mine !" She had no 
fear of death, for (he had early accuftomed 
herfelf to think of it lefs as the end of 
life, than as the beginning of another 
ftafte,and her only dread was what I (hculd 
fufFer. She never looked at me but with 
a fmile, and even when her approaching 
iJiflblution became vifiblc ; when her 

flender limbs befpoke their mortality, 
and a few tenacious fparks of life juft 
detained her fpirit from its efcape, her 
countenance was fcrene and lovely. Oh ! 
how did my heart bleed ! and how often 
did I humble m.yfelf on ray knees before 

God, 
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God, imploring proofs of his mercy and 
forgivcncfs in the reftoration of my 
child! My diftraftcd foul forgot its 
unworthinefs, and pfayed to be the ob- 
jc6t of a miracle : * Oh God/ I cried, 

* medicine cannot avail— (he is now 

* entirely in thy hands— fparc her to 

* me, oh God !— I bcfcech thee fparc 

* her to me !* No — it was a fbolifli 
prayer— her mother defcrved her more 
than I J the removing angel knew it, and 
obeyed the mandate he had received. 
Away, again, flew happtnefs from mjr 
cottage, and forrow and mourning eni- 
tered. 

*• Butwhat then !" exclaimed Cowp^r, 
after prefling his handkerchief to his 
eyes, "He, who was a man of forrows 
and acquainced with grief, ratifies mourn- 
ing with a blefling j and I believe it to 

be pregnant with love towards the race 

c 3 of 
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of man : nor was it a vain enthuQafm 
that guided Dr. Young in faying, 

*' Smitten friends 
Are angels fent on errands full of love." 

The ftroke of mifcry which conges home 
to a man's own breaftj is his beft pre- 
parative for heaven; it breaks his 
heart, it renders it contrite, and makes 
it a facrifice which God will not defpife. 
Mine had not been fufficiently fubducd ; 
mine had again begun to be proud and 
happy. What though I was not im- 
pious, I had formed anew my heaven 
upon earth, and ftiould have left it with 
relu£tance : but now, I think warmly 
and anxioufly of that to which Provi- 
dence has removed my ireafures. " Yes, 
my dear friends," faid Cowper with a 
figh, and prefTing the hand of Emily, 
%hofc tears were flowing down her 

cheeks. 
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cheeks, " I believe it to be a faliitary 
blow ; as fuch I receive it with fub- 
mxffion and refignation, trufting, that he 
who (truck it will aid r:ne to purfue, with 
my broken heart, the duties which I 
have yet to perform on earth/* 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

7he rejentment of the unfortunati r^- 
dounds upon themjelves. 

It was late when Mr. Cowpcr con- 
cluded his ftory, and as the fympathy of 
his friends abounded more in tears than 
words, he only (laid a few minutes to 
exprefs the relief and fatisfaftion he had 
experienced in the communication of 
his misfortunes, as well as in the hope of 
confirming by it a frientifhip which he 
was led to dcfire by the kindnefs and 
virtues of a family, whom he (bould 
never have fought, but for the report of 
their calamity. They each fliook hands 
with him, and he promifcd to bring 
Edmund next morning to take leave of 

fhcm» 



AUBREY. 3j 

them. The family fat fomc titne to- 
gether after he was gone, exprcfling their 
pity for his fufFerings, and fully abfolv- 
ing him of his guile. He had warmly 
interefted their feelings ; they loved him, 
and were prepared to love his fifter and 
her children* The little they had feen of 
Edmund had prepofleffed them in his 
favour ; they talked of his fifter Harriet 
without knowing her, and they anti- 
cipated the enjoyment of intimacy. 

As Mr. Cowper intended to go out of 
town next day by the Gloucefter coach, 
which fet out at four o'clock in the after- 
noon, he went early with Edmund to 
Albemarle-ftreet, where they took an 
afFeiStionate leave of the Aubreys, with 
whom they exchanged promifes of corre- 
fpondence and occafional vifits. Mrs. 
Aubrey fent a kind invitation to Mrs. 
Smyth by Mr. Cowper, and the young 
folks loaded Edmund with afFeftionate 

c 5 mcflages 
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that ht began to extend his expedations 
even beyond the original coA of the 

paintings. 

The day at length arrived. Th6 
atoftion-room was full, and Mr. Flourilh 
from his dcfk delivered new pufFs in the 
beft ftylc of his laudatory lore. The 
firft painting put up was a fine Claude 
Loraine. ** What an enchaHting fcenc 
" does this landfcape prefent/* faid Mr, 
Flourifh, «« the pltimed wood on the 
** hill beyond the vale, arrayed in ftrik- 
** ing majcfty with fummcr's thickeft 
robe, appears to dcfccnd to the left in 
a gentle waving line, and the orb of 
day, declining^ Ikirts the. fleecy top 
with gold, fecming to reft upon the 
enlivened edge, while the intervening 
•* foliage abates the powtr* of its rays, 
•' fo as to permit the eye unpunifticd to 
" behold its glory. How beautiful the 
" valley ! how grateful to the fight thofe 

rich 
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^^ rieh paftures, where the cattle and the 
** fleecy tribe are grazing, placed fa ju« 
** dicioufly on that undulating furface, 
*' ^htch the fun, as he finks behind the 
** hill, marks with varied light and (hade. 
•' I fee the eyes of all the company are 
*^ charmed, and riveted to the fpot. The 
*' ruftic building to the right, lofty and 
prominent, which receives a brown 
*' tint from the fun*s weakened rays, 
will irrcfiftibly lead you on to trace 
the landfcape to its verge, and with 
delight to pore along the diftant coun* 
** try, adorned with fainter woods land 
«' Icffening edifices, bounded afar by 
** mountains, which the painter's fkill 
** compels your imagination todrefs with 
*' woods, no lefs pcrfeft than thofe his 
<f pencil has diftinguifhed more boldly, 
** What a fweet evening does the fub- 
"jeft prcfent ! Glowing, yet mild 

«' and fercnc j nor lefs fo that yonder 

•* flowly 
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and fifty. This accuracy of judgment 
raifcd the ftrangcr in the opinion of 
Aubrey, who was going to renew his 
converfation, when the gentleman, look- 
ing at his catalogue, exclaimed, " Why 
" what the deuce docs he bring this 
** forward fo foon for ! This fine Ma- 
" donna will ruin the fale." " Here," 
cried Flourifli, " here is Raphael's 
•« moft charming Madonna/'— The 
ftranger fmiled, Aubrey looked rounds 
and thought he faw a pretty general 
fmilc in the room.—" His earlier Ma-» 
** donnas,*' proceeded the auftioneer— 
" thofe I mean of his middle ftyle, are 
" generally of a lighter and Icfs- taking 
" complexion. I am fully pcrfuadcd, 
** though fome men's judgments are apt 
*^ to be guided by particular attach- 
" ments, that a complete brown beauty 
** is really preferable to a perfeft fair 
** one i the bright brown gives a luftrc 
*' to all the other colours, a vivacity to 

« the 
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*• the eyes, and a richnefs to the whole 
" look, which one fecks in vain in the 
*^ whiteft and moft tranfparent fkins." 

Aubrey was fmiling at this repetition 
of Flourifti's pufF, which had already 
been privately difcharged at the pcrfon 
who applied to purchafe this Madonna 
without bringing it to the hammer, when 
his ears were faluted with a laugh from 
the fide of the room where the Madonna 
hung i and prcfcntly fome of the com- 
pany were feen getting up on the feats 
to look that way. Aubrey, Scnfitive, 
and the ftranger, alfo got up to fee what 
occafioned the laugh. The firft objedl: 
that (truck Aubrey was Sir Kit Keeping 
pointing at a figure direftly under the 
Madonna. Following the direiHion of 
his finger, he obferved a handfome wo- 
•'^'^-rnao fitting and looking through a frame, 
not unlike that of the pifture above her. 
At her back was a painting, of which 

only 
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of Flourifti's pufF, which had already 
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without bringing it to the hammer, when 
his ears were faluted with a laugh from 
the fide of the room where the Madonna 
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pany were feen getting up on the feats 
to look that way. Aubrey, Scnfitive, 
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pointing at a figure direftly under the 
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his finger, he obferved a handfome wo- 
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only the ground was fecn — her attitude 
and drcfs were precifely the fame as the 
Madonna's, nor was it long before Au- 
brey obfcrvcd the flriking refeniblance 
of their features. " This is a malicious 
trick," faid the (Iranger, " the pi£lure 
*' is not an original, nor is it a copy, 
" but merely an attempt at the ftyle of 
*' Raphael, and that very woman, about 
*^ five years ago, fat for the figure. 
** Her hufband, one Jacob, a ftock- 
^* broker, there he (lands, became a 
*' bankrupt next year, and the pidlurc 
^* was bought for a trifle by a colledkor, 
" who had the addrefs to difpofe of it 
** for an original Raphael. Sir Kit 
" Keeping himfelf was within an ace of 
*' buying it, but he took the opinion of 
** a good judge, and treated it with con- 
^* tempt/' — ** You fcem to fpeak with 
" great certainty, fir/* faid Aubrey/'— 
The flranger fmilcd, Flourifli having 

obfcrvcd 
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obfervrcd what was paffing, fpoke to one 
of his men, who immediately went and 
took the frame from before the lady, 
and defircd her to remove her feat, 
while Flourlfli endeavoured to recall the 
attention of the company, by continu- 
ing the fpeech he had prepared for this 
Madonna. 

" All the bcft artifts in the noblcft 

** age of painting, about Leo X*s time, 

** ufcd this deeper and richer kind of 

*' colouring ; indeed, the glaring lights 

*' introduced by Guido, went a great 

•' way towards the declenfion of the art ; 

** as the enfeebling of the colours by 

** Carlo Marati has fince almoft com- 

<« plcted the fall of it in Italy. In this 

" Madonna of Raphael V. — Flourifh was 

here interrupted by a general laugh. — 

«' Hu(h — (hame V cried Senfitive, who 

had attentively liilened to all that the 

(Iranger had faid to Aubrey, and whofc 

nerves 
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nerves were fuffering agony for the 
difgracc of his friend's Madonna, " Put 
^* up the pifturc, fir," faid he to Flourifh, 
who, the moment he could be heard, 
afkcd the fdvour of fome one of the 
company to mention a fum. The huf- 
band of the Madonna, in whom Aubrey 
now recognized the perfon who had pro- 
pofed a private purchafc of it, flood up, 
and with a grimace, which befpokc his 
certainty of poffcffing the pidlurc of his 
wife at his own price, bid twenty gui- 
neas, ** Twenty guineas !" faid Flourifh, 
in a tone of furprife. " Three hundred," 
cried Senfitive, with an audible voice. 
The ftockbroker's face fuddenly fell, 
his mouth opened, and his eye-lids were 
drawn up towards his brow. The con- 
noificurs turned their eyes with afl:oni(h- 
rnent on the bidder, who was not un- 
known among them; whofe judgment, 

in fpite of his youth, was highly cftecmed, 

« 

and 
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and whofe pencil had evinced talents 
not inferior to that of any amateur. 
Some of them were even ftaggered, and 

; for nearly a minute watched the counte- 

nances of Senfitive, Sir Kit Keeping, 
and another acknowledged judge, who 

[ was in the room. The grave neutra- 

lity of the laft, and Sir Kit's malicious 
grin, completely removed the moment- 
ary doubt raifcd by Senfitivc's fpirited 
and dccifive tone : no bidder followed, 
and the ftockbroker's wife was knocked 
down to him. 

•* Generous fellow," faid Aubrey to 
his young friend, " I feel the kindneft 
** of your attempt to give a value to the 
*' picture : but I have not a doubt that 
" I have been impofed upon in the pur- 
•* chafe of it i and pray do not fuppofc 
** that I (hall fuffcr your gcnerofity to 
** be fo ill requited as to let you have 
*^ it: I confider it as bought in."— 

cc Why 
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" Why fo," faid Senfuive, " the paint- 
" ing is fine, whoever be the painter j 
** and that the artift poffeffes great ta- 
" Icnts is proved by its having paiTed 
" with fcvcral connoifleurs for a Ra- 
" phael/' " Sir," faid the ftrangcr, 
*' it would have dill pafled, and would 
•* have been fold this day for an original, 
** had it not been for the pains which 
** have been taken to detc6t it. Sir 
•* Kit Keeping has been buzzing it about 
•* the room, and I know the trick of 
•' Jacob's wife to be his contrivance."— 
" Are you fure of that ?" cried Arthur, 
reaching acrofs Senfitiveand his father." 
^* Pcrfedly fure," replied theftrangerr 
** I know the parties well/' — " In- 
" famous !" faid Scnfitive i" he dcferves 
<« 10 be kicked out of the room ; as for 
<' me, I am fatisficd with my purchafe, 
«« and fliall not give it up.'* The 
ftranger fmiled, and being beckoned by 

7 ' a gentle- 
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B gentleman at fome diftance, left his 
Jear, while FlouriSi was preluding the 
next pifture with an appropriate piece 
of eloquence. ** Sir," faid a gentleman 
to Senfuive, ** that's the celebrated Mar- 
** tineau, who fpends fo much of his 
*' time in Italy, whence he is jufl: rc- 
'* turned ; he is faid to be himfcif the 
•^ painter of the Madonna.** Both Au« 
brcy and Senfuive had heard of him, but 
neither had feen him. 

The latter was exprcffing his plcafure, 
and declaring the new value he fct upon 
his purchafe, when a noife was heard at 
the door, and immediately after a fcuffle 
took place. In a moment the company 
were all on their kcty and Aubrey among 
the reft, looking for the caufc of the 
didurbance, faw Arthur, who had flipped 
away unperceived, dragging Sir Kit 
Keeping cut by the nofe with one hand, 
while with the other he kept off fome 

of 
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of the baronet's friends, who were at- 
tempting to difcngage thenij which they 
foon accomplifhed. The baronet's 
nofe, rcleafed from thcv preflure of 
Arthur's gripe, felt, with the return of 
the blood, a titulating pungency, which, 
fct him a fneezing— *« *Tcha! *tcha! 

*tcha ! damn the boy*s fingers ! *ccha! 

'tcha! ril whip the cub to death." 
Senfitive, delighted, attempted to hold 
back Aubrey, who neve rthclefs quickly 
made his way through the company, 
and fcizing his fon by the arm, fternly 
demanded how he dared to commit fuch 
an outrage. " I could not help it, fir," 
faid Arthur, "^and indeed I have done 

nothing but what he defcrves."— 

I am extremely forry," replied Au- 
brey, " to find you fo prompt in taking 
" vcngcaace into your own hands, in 
" difcovering a difpofition to revenge— 
«' I hope the company will make fome 

** allow- 
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*•* allowance for your youth?' — *^ PU 
'*' take care/' cried Sir Kit, " to carry 
*' a rod for matter the next time I meet 
•* him." Scniitive fmiled, and Arthur 
•was going to fpeak,^but Aubrey hurried 
him away. Th^ijaronet afFcffed to 
treat him as a boy^ and fuffered htm tb 
dejpart with his father. 

Scnfitrve, who had followed Aubrey 
to the bottom bf the room, returned to 
his feat. Sir Kit, who, not fufpefting the 
wrath of Arthur, had gone to the lower 
•end of the room in confcquence of an 
anonymous mcffage, alfo went back to 
his place, laughing at the audacity of the 
iirchin 4 and Flourifli refumcd his occu« 
pation. The fale proceeded; the ori- 
ginals went off at their full valuer but, 
unfortunately, Aubrey had raifed a hoft 
of enemies fey daring to abftraft himfclf 
rfiiddenly from the brutality of Sir Kit 
keeping's obfcrvations, the day he had 

VOL. MI. ^ J) called 
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called to confulc him on the fale of his 
piftures; and every piece not genuine^ or 
which was the lead dubious, and there 
were many more than the owner of 
them thought of^ had been marked. 
Some of thefe were fold for a trifle^ 
fome were not bid for at all -, the whole 
produced little more than a fourth of what 
w^s expe&ed by Aubrey j who now prac« 
tically learned the fable of the viper and 
the file : the refentment of the unfor<* 
tunate redounds upon themfel^es* 
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Xrb emotion with which Aubrey had 
checked his foOi and hurried him from 
the4tu£tioD f 001x19 arofelefs from diip)ea» 
fure 'Oh the nnmediace occafioo, than 
from an anxious a|)pr^ef)^on of the 
fpiric it evinced. Arthur, whofe mind 
had hitherto difplayed oaiy feelings of 
the gQBtleft naturct had lately (hown a 
^letercbinadoQ to appeal to violence. He 
had a few days before ftuoqed his tutor 
bf a blow^ and, with aa littk confidera- 
tionj had now puUeU a bsronet by the 

D a nofe. 



<iofe« Aubrey^ however, who we ha^e 
ieen, was never preciptcate himlelf, could 
tiot but refledl, that both tbefe adions 
had been the r^ftdt.of tioble^ motives; 
and when he thought of the part he had 
intbofe motives, love became his pre-- 
domtoaDt feeling:: bis hand, before chejr 
got into. the ftteet, had. Atpped frottfa 
gripe of the upper joint of Artfaur^^ wm, 
to a gentle familiar leaning on the lower 
one. ''My dear fir/* faid Ardints "f 
^' hope you are not ferioufly angry, 
«< You heard, as^wellas I, die abomina* 
«crt>le condudt of the conoeited feouo* 
"'drel.'*--^Af thur," replied Aubrey, «« I 
^*^am more unhappy than angry:: for, as 
^* your motives "mm amiaUe^ chough 
^** they led to an uojuftifiabk efieft» an^ 
^c'gcr cannot rife in my mand^^ Bntil. 
^^>am indeed^, very uoofy^' to diftover 
^Mn you, fuch'ttadcsof a Jiafty temper, . 
^< and a diipofidon . to fqch< vblenct a&s 

«of 



* ofnefentmen^ as not onlf (hot up alE 
^ avenues t0conctliatian^bt]tkaUdire<5b» 
^ ly to the moft dreadful jconftquenceSh 
'^ From your youth, and Keoptng's cha^ 
^ uiJEktT, I think we (faaii::eicape.at pre- 
** &nt; but, were you two or tbm yidar^ 
^ older^iand'hejiaccording to &fliioiiab1e 
^' notioxM^.a man of ipirit,.you would 'be 
^ dkiwen xoibe ^kcrnatiire of fighting, a 
^ idwH #r gmng up the ie^inbn cf Jthe 
^ worid* Tib he indtffirent in ttbe lat^ 
^ ter caft, is incompatible with tibe feel^ 
^* ings of a young man :in lyour dBtuacion 
^^o£ life ;.. andt.on the othcr.hand, ybt^ 
** never would be abk^.to bear the re- 
^ Aeittoo of putting a man to^ deadi.'^ 
•* I hope,*' replied i&tthur; «» xhat f 
^ Aall never experience fuch a^mis&r-^ 
*' tune. I would fooner let a man fire 
** at me, than I would fire ar him."— 
•« Then," faid Aubrey, *< yououghttto^ 
<^ be caudottS), very cautious, Jiot to^ 

03^, " throw^ 
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*• throw yourfclf into a predicament of 
••this kind.** — ^^ But, how is it poflT- 
** blc>" cried Arthur, «* to hear or fe6 
** one I loTc moft dearly, injured or in- 
** itiltcd ; ts^ know that a father, who is 
^ all goodnefs and affeftion^ is ufcd 
^unworthily, without flying upon the 
^ wretch that dares to treat him ill !" 

This was a. very delightftil and ie^ 
du£lire argument to a father : Aahrtf 
felt its force ; but, at the fame time, re* 
flfted the fedu£lion» Prefllng his boy*S 
arth with a warmth that (bowed the grati- 
fication of his. heart, he faid ; <^ AmiabPe 
*^ propenfities muft be made to yield to 
*< fobcf duty. Confider too> my dear Ar- 
V diur, that by not fubmitting mdigna* 
<* tion to the conduft of judgment, you 
<< muft, in aM likelihood, entail mi(ery 
<* on the man whom you love. Rcfcnt- 
^^ ment is natural ; but the brave and 
^ poliihed never evince it by impetuous 

^ attacks. 
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^ attacks or fcurrilous words : they have 
•* rccourfe to calm looks, and dignified 

* 

^* language. The miftakcs of fuch men 
«* are cafily rcflified : but the effefts of 
*^ paflTion are rarely coimtera&ed, till a 
** crime is committed* If you mean to 
•* puniffi every fcoundrcl you meet> you 
** mud prepare yourfcif for the charadter 
^ of a dyeilift ; a chara&cr, whtch» it is 
** evident, from your (huddering at the 
*^ bare idea of depriving another of life* 
•'you are not cafculatcd to fuftain.**— • 
«• I hope I never (halV faid Arthur, 
•' for nothing can be more odious than a 
'' duellift I I mean, a captious man> 
** ever ready to appeal to a piftoi for the 
*' decifion of differences ; but when one 
*' is ill- created without a caufe, and with* 
*' out any reafon for fubmiffion to ill« 
'* treatment, muft one put up with 
44 it ?»'— No,*' replied Aubrey, " but 
^ the means to be adopted for refentment> 

D 4 ^ and 
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and- aftention to the confequenctsi^ 
*' thofe means> will always di(lingi<i(h 
•* the man of fcnfc from the proud^ Jm- 
•* petuous man,, who conceives he ith 
•* not born to bear any mortification^. 
*' and abruptly files to grofsand com* 
•* mpn means of, ^yreaking his paflipnr^ 
"on the offe^dcnf I am now Ipeak- 
V ing of men of the world ; mca 
** who confidcr themfelves fubj<ft to. 
** the law of ' honour ; among whom 
^^iJiere are degrees of diftinflion, 
•* from him who blufters on ;he fli^htcll;^ 
.*< opppfiiion, to him .wbo^ too wife to l?p 
** a challenger, pays his tribute to faftiion-. 
^*^ able opinion by obeying a fummons;^ 
" and who, expofing his life to the lefs 
*^ fcrgpulous /dealer of dqath, fires his 
*' piftol in the air. But I hope, my dear 
" Arthur, you will foon be convinced, if 
" you are not already, th^t however im-, 
^^ pcrioiis t|ii$. lavy of honpu.r is over men 

*^'0f 
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^ of the wtfJd^, k is not only iaoDnv 
*f fiftent with the divine' liw^ bat is ih 
'^ tefelf fiekberTatiooal nor amiable : yef». 
^ a« L<k) Qot wilh^'jeou to defy the warld^, 
^« I W01.U have you to fae fo guande^ hi 
ff your condiifb, as not to itiair tbeaher^- 
*^ naii ve. - T his happy €o«arf« kiueoeffi- 
<^ fully pitrftied by the gen^ity of meti 
^ of honour r for, how many thcsmikiids . 
^^ are there of the picefti &eliagi ^hO< 
** have never challeaged^ or been ohal- 
^< leagedi Though wc heai< frcqueotlf 
«« of duels J , the mNnber is aotbing» com*- 
^ pared with the mafs of mcnof hoDouf^. 
^^ who p^fs their, life without fimihf 
^^ encounters.;; and of thofe that happen^,. 
f < in nineteen out of twenty^ the contba^ 
^ tants are not of the moft refpeAable 
^ dafles who acknowledge the law of 
*^ honour as paramount to all others. Iii> 
f* the army, where every nian muft be 
** brave, and where jcaloufy of honour is 

D 5^. !' carriccji 
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^ carried to the higheft pitch, we feldottl^ 

^ hcar^ that thofe who are greatly diftin- 

^ guiOied for taknts and courage, have 

'^ bad the oiisfortuoeof dedding private 

*^ quarfels in a dueL What is the rca^ 

<^ fon of this ^ A knowledge of the 

^^ wo»ld ;; a knowledge of the paflions of 

^ other men, and a conunand of their 

^* own. It is the refulc of patience and 

*^ of prudence early karned, combined 

*« with good temper, .which, to die ho- 

4c nour of human nature IjTay it, is more 

M general than bad temper. But not to 

^ go from yourfclf t your temper, my 

-f^ dear Arthur, is certainly good ^ and 

<* till our misfortunes,. I have thought 

5f you fufficiently gentle s byt, \i your 

<' impadence increale with every trials 

Ml you will foon be a very different 

«< charafter from what I have hitherto 

<5 hoped. Sir Kit Keeping has, I allow^ 

^ behaved very ill i {>ut, if you were 

!* determined 
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^ dctermrned to difgrace him, I think, 
yoir might have done it better by ex- 
po/ing his condud. All who heard 
the circumftances, would have partr- 

cipated your indignation : and what 
can be more fatisfa:6tory than^ to know^ 
*« that the worthy partake in our rcfent- 
•' menis ? Whereas, before any body is 
*^ prepared to efpoule your feelings, all 
are roufed againft you^ by confidering 
your action as the violent cffcd of a 
** paffionate temper, which is always of* 
** fcnfive, but particularly in youth/* 
«* My dear Sir,." feid Arthur, with a tear 
ftarting to his eye, " I feel I have done 
•« wrong— I alk your pardon.'* Thia 
conviftion of Arthur's mind delighted 
Aubrey's hearts The fpirit of his boy 
could not but be pleaGfng to him j yet, 
that pleafure was alloyed by the dread 
of its taking a wrong turn : and he en- 
deavoured to inculcate thofe principles 

u$ by 
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)>y which it might be rellraitied; and kept^ 
in its proper channel.. He compared 
the fubmifliQn of Thcmiftoclesi in the fa«- 
mous fpcech to the officer who raifed^ 
his cane over his head — ""Strike, but 
f* hear"— to the — ** you know where I 
^ am to he found*'— ^f modern honour ^ . 
and brought to his mind the dignified 
moderation of Philip, who, when told at 
bis own court by an Athenian ambaflfa- 
dor, that the grcatcft fervice he could 
render the Athenians, would be to hang, 
himfelf, calmly faid : ** Go,,, tell your 
•*fuperiors, that thofe who dare make 
•* ufe offuch infolent language, are more 
•* haughty and Icfs peaceably inclined^ , 
" than thofe who can forgive them." 

This paternal k£lure was given in the 
ftrcets, as Aubrey, leaning on his fon, 
conduced him homeward to Albemarle- 
ftreet. The trick of Jacob to procure his 
wife at a low price, and Sir Kit's fneezing^^ 

createdU 



^ createdatfirft fomeatnufemencand laugh* • 
tcrin the nurfcry, where Aubrey and Ar- 
thur found Mrs. Aubrey, the girls, Ar- 
thur* William, and Mrs. Millen But: 
Arthur ferioufly repeated his forrow for 
the folly he had been guilty of, which led: 
to a confiderationofthe injury likely CO ao 
cruc from the malice of Sir Chriftophcn 
As Aubrey's judgment had been deceir* 
ed in one inftance, and that rendered fa* 
public, it was natural to firar, that genc-^ 
ral doubts might be fprcad, and the falc 
confiderably injured* Not that Aubrey,, 
or any of his family, could have a wiQi 
to impofc a fingle painting on a pur<* 
chafer, for what it was not;^ but fhould^ 
he himfelf have been generally impofcd 
upon, and his piflures fail him, his hopes 
would vanidi, his plans be fruflrated, and: 
inftead of a fund to fupporta<iecentap« 
pearanpe at Mariton till he became the 
fijedor, he might aoc receive enough co 

pay 



pay his debts in town^ and carry him CO 
his curacy. 

' Mortified by the events- of the morn-* 
ing, he felt no dcfirc to return to the 
auflion^ and leaving the whole bufine(s 
CO the ability and management of Mr^ 
Flourifh, whom he had dcfired to dif- 
pofe of all the paintings without rcfervey 
he paflfed the reft of the day in con- 
verfing with his family, and in adjufting 
his accounts for payment. Having eit- 
amined all che bills, he found the amount 
of their totals to be twelve hundred 
pounds and a little more. This was ex- 
clirfive of his fervants** wages for the laft 
quarter, and of rent for the whole year, 
which, together with an allowance for 
articles not ftated in his computation,, he 
cftimated at a fum, that would make,, 
with the bills, fifteen hundred pounds^ 
In fpite of the general equality of Au- 
brey's fptrits, he remained in a very an- 

xious^ 
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xioQS date of fuTpenecy from the moment 
he concluded this eftknate, till he re- 
ceived the auctioneer's ftatemcnt of the 
produd of his fak. The removal of his 
fulpence encreafed his anxiety ; for hav-* 
ing yielded himfelf to the dominion of 
hope on thisoccafion^ far more fully than 
he had ever done on any former one^ his 
depreflion was proportionally deeper> 
when he became acc^ainced with the 
extent of his finances^ as fhown at the 
bottom of Flourilb's account ^ where, 
inftead of twelve thoufand pounds> he 
read three thoufand two hundred andfifty* 
From this fum his alarmed imagination in* 
ftamly fubftraded fifteen hundred, which 
left but one thoufand feven hundred and 
fifty, and he at the &me moment re« 
coUefted with horror, that in his deduc* 
tions, he had included neither the check 
which had gone off* with Elton, nor the 
fum at which the fpurious Madonna had 

been 
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been knocked down,, which > 

kfc him fix hundred poundS'in:dd>c to^ 

Scnficive. 

Mrs*. Aiabf^y was at Br ft equally dU^ 
•ppoinced and unhappy^ but xbe inut^cy 
of repining, and the fear of injurbg the 
fpirics of their beloved chiklrent. aided 
the natural' tendency of thtir tninds to> 
refignation in lefl^ning the force of this-* 
blow.. After experiencing a wlule the- 
vexatioQ which refulced from their dif^ 
appointment, they began to confkier che^ 
fair fide of their lot $ they had ftill a fund 
in hand, which though fmall, .would en- 
able them to make their familycomfort^- 
able at Mariton>. and it could not be 
very long before their income would be 
increafrd by the friend(hip of Lord: 
Aynsford. In the mean time they de- 
termined, as foon as they got to the 
Redory^ to layxiown a fyftcm of -do- 
mdtic economy, to which chey wcAild 

rigoroufly 



rigoroufly adhere. The hopes that fol- 
lowed thefc rcflcftions and rerolutioEis> 
not only reftorcd the complacency of 
i^Aibrey's mind^ and that of hts ^mi- 
able Emilyi but imparted unufual fpirics. 
They repeated their unaltered af- 
fedtjon for each other, f^id and fe|^t 
that it had experienced no diminutk)n 
from that ardent love with which they 
had been matually infpired in the Cam* 

bndgeflbirc CQtt^e, gaily rejoined their 
chil^ren^ 9ad| indead of bewailing th^ 
effects pf Sir Kit's villany , found fubjcdfii 
pf OT? rrimcnt in the baronet's follies, iqi 
the iqip.oGtion of Jacob's wife on the 
mdiny connoifleurs who bad admired the 
Madonpa^. and in the ridiculous^ un* 
Aiccefsful trick of the ftockbrokcr to. 
purchafe his wife's pid:ure for a trifle* 

The fpring was now advancing; for 
fome time the young people had.beer^i 
feeding their imagination with, the plea-. 

furci* 
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fures of the country, and in every cafuaf 
glimpfc of verdure caught in the neigh- 
bourhood of the metropolis, anticipated 
the enjoyment of the rural fcenery around 
Mariton. Impatient for their flight, they 
had not only exhorted Mrs. Miller to 
diligence in packing up, but bufily a(fi(l* 
ed her, and every thing was ready for 
departure before the fale of the pictures 
took place. 

Difguftcd with town> from the inci- 
dents which had lately occurred, and 
fharing the pleafing anticipations of his 
family, Aubrey had nothing to detain 
him i he therefore gave orders to Caefar 
to fee all: the packages, which were 
directed to be left at Loughborougb> 
fafely delivered at the warehoufe of the 
Lciccfter waggon immediately, and to 
take care that the travelling coach was 
in perfcft order for the journey .^ We 
aow waited only to receive the fum hb 
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paintings bad produced, which was cok 
tefled without delay. Having placed it in 
the hands of a banker> his firft care was to 
difcharge his debts. This was foon done 
among tbofe who conlrdered the pay* 
ment of money as the criterion of in* 
tegrity, but not (b eafily accomplifbed 
with'one who imagined that the flire and 
lalling poifeflion of wealth confided onfy 
4n that which is giren away ; a pofition 
which^ however paradoxical and (illy in 
the opiniofi of fome modern wife men> has 
defcended to us through many centuries as 
the maxim of an ancient fage*. Charles 
Seniitive^ a youth of fortiine> born in the 
reign of George HI. early an orphan^ 
and liberally educated, had received fronEi 
nature a fet of nerves formed to impress 
the truth of the fige^s paradox on his 
mind, and the money he had parted with 

% Quas it^tn%^U&^% fcmper habebu opef«. 
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on benevolent occafions always gave Hitn; 
snore enjoyment than the refieflion of 
the fortune he inherited. An only child^ 
unincumbered with debts and portions^. 
.unexpenGve in hi& habits^ and having 
nuch more than he w^oiedj he coukt 
^rceii^ no wifdom in ^urbtng ga ^mo^ 
w>n fp delightful jn itfeU> and ia ^ ikk 
>dulgea<:e ^ which he font&m no iUcon* 
iequence ; fortkoitgh bb hzndimis (open 
jas his hearty, be was aware that it •would' 
be imprudent and ibolifli to diminiifa iiia 
m^iansj^ and the danger to which he was 
expofed (Kd not proceed from indifeiii* 
miqate or thoughtlefs generofity^ fo^ 
«niuch as from an unAifpicious dirpo& 
(bion, which led him to repofe full con- 
fidence in ivhodtiever he thought worthy 
jLo be called his friend. The lecurities 
jinto which he had ente-rtdj. hinted at by 
Mr, Cowper, had never moleftcd his 
though tS| ibr he did not conceive they 

would 



lAXJBltEir. f^ 

^ould ioypficace him; and the fums he 
Tiad difpo^d of, wtchouc a defire of re* 
turo^ were lb much amafied, in the fenfe 
*ot the maxim, the fpirit of which was 
trongenial to' his fou)« 

When- Aubpe3r caSled^ ttpon lii^ tB 
taice kave, and to return the money for 
the check, and that paid to Floari(h fbr 
the purchaie of the Madonna, Senfidvc^ 
far from viewing it as a criterion of up- 
rigfamcfi^ faw with pain that his friend 
came to deprive him of part of his trea<^ 
fure. He debated the point a confider- 
able time^ and at Jengdi Aubrey was 
obliged to compromife the matter, by 
fuflPerkigt him to rcuin* Jacobus wife^ 
which he perfifted in v^faiing highly aa 
the produ£tion^f> a geniusr, though not 
of Raf^aeU provided he would receive 
the three hundred pounds he had lent^ 
the lofsof which^ he waa'drivtugitd add 
to ius ftore, by ai^uing^ rather jefuiti- 

cally^ 
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cally^ that Aubrey had not touched Ji 
fhUling of it, frgo^ it would be a great 
hardftiipto.pay three hundred pounds for 
nothing, and it was no ttnie for hicn to 
be fo nice. The buHnefs beibg thas 
fettledi though Aubrey was fecretly de- 
termined always to confider himfelf in 
debt to his friend, the amount he bad 
paid for the painting, they took an afix:c-- 
tionate leave of each other, and the be- 
nevolent Senfitive promifed to vific 
Maritofl in the autumn. 

Prepared for their journey, the AtK 
breys, who had by no means yet diveft- 
«d themielves of the habits of < fafhion** 
able life, debated the important qoeftion 
of taking leave of their acquaintances in 
due form ; and it was refolved, in fpicc 
of the caufes of difguft whVrb had oc* 
curred, to go through the ufual ceremo^ 
fiy. Accordingly, a few days were lofl: 
tft rapid viQts to thofe families, whom 

a thtf 
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they conGdcrcd as the moft friendly ^ 
and, in delivering cards, four frendn 
<ong€y at houfes which they had no de* 
fire of ever entering more. 

The day fixed for their departure ar- 
rived : the fervants had previoufly re- 
ceived their wages, with the advance of 
a monthj but waited to fee the family 
ofF; for though they had lived with them 
only a fhort time^ they had feen enough 
to rciped and to love. The old travel- 
ling coach with four horfes drew up to 
the door, followed by a poft-chaife and 
pain The imperials being faftened'On 
the roof of the coach, and the luggage 
tied on, the key of the houfc was deliver- 
ed to the landlord who had received his 
rent, and had attended at Aubrey's de« 
fire^ to take pofleffion of the premiies* 
Mrs* Aubrey, Arthur, Emily, Arthur- 
ina, and Arthur-William, with Mrs, 
Miller, went into the coach $ and Au- 
brey, 
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b^ey, with Csefar, tookpofleffion of the 
pbft-chaife. The tears and blcflingsof 
the dotneftics attended their departure^ 
izs they drove from the door, biddings 
iong adleli to JLondcm. 
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CHAPTER XXVIIL 

Gloomy ProfpeSfs. The Re5ior of Marii$n. 
His Manner of receiving Aubrey. 

• ' J OY and grief decide charaftcrs. What 
gives its zeft to prolptrity, what embit- 
ters adverfity marks the maftcr-paflion 
of- the heart, the objeft of which forms 
the grand intercft of cxiftcnce, the God 
of this life— the vortex, the centre, the 
comparative point from which we fct 
out, on which we fix, to which we irre- 
fiftibly rcturn-^that for the lofs of which 
we are inconfolable \ that which we rcf- 
cuc from the gripe of danger with equal 
anxiety and boldnefs.*' It is evident, that 
the two prevailing paffions which fomc- 
timcs combine to rule the fame heart, 
VOL, iir, £ and 
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and fomctimcs divide their dominion 
over nicn at the period of life uhith Au- 
brey had attained, bore no fway, either 
united or feparatc>over his mind. Neither 
power, nor wealth, was the objeft of his 
idolatry j and he had never had occaGoa 
till very lately, to confider them a§ means 
for heightening or fecuring that ^hich 
gave to his life its chief energy and value. 
He had (b»red the common enjoyments 
of fafhionablc fociety, without feeling 
them of much importance : but his foul 
vas wrapt itp in faxnily-affedion ; hi^ 
wife, and his children, were his idols* On 
his profpenty, they had bcfto^ved ail 
the relith it pofleffcd ; they had ren- 
dered him indifferent to every other : 
even the Being to whom in his youth, 
he had, perhaps inconfiderately, dedicate 
ed his fervice, though reverenced and 
periodically worfliipped, had compara-^ 
tively excited lukewarm ^moiions^ fueh 

as 
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as fiiffeied him without puin to neglefk 
his profcflional dutics> to perniit merrjr 
blafphemies to pafs umrhecked, and to 
confine the diSufion of religious hope to 
his own family. The joy t bey had given 
to his profperity^ was now damped by 
the change of his fortuDCj and the fear$ 
which aflaiJed his imagination* Though 
he had no defire for wealthy though hc^ 
and every one of his &mily, could re* 
linquifti luxury without a figh> he could 
not fo eafily refiedt on the lofs of refpefb 
and confideration^ which he faw was 
likely to attend the lofs of fortune. He 
had already experienced fomc degree of 
it, and fancy was bufy in prefenting him 
new mortifications at Mariton, in which 
the beloved objctts of his heart, would 
probably be perfonally included. While 
he was under the iroprcflion of thefis 
thou^ts, his grief would rife to a degree 
of emotion he had never felt before ; and 

E 2 notwith- 
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notwithftanding his natural equality of 
tamper, they had frequently recurred 
during the two laft days in town. He 
determined, however, to veil his feel- 
ings, and had fuccecded tolerably well ; 
yet» he feared his dejcdion would (how 
itfclf in fpite of his efforts, on a long 
journey in the fame carriage i and he had, 
therefore, put Arthur into the coach, 
and taken his feat beOde his faithful 
Casfar. His rcftraint was thus removed, 
and he yielded himfclf to the anxiety of 
his mind, and to anticipations of pof- 
fible indignities. Among other things, 
his imagination dwelt on the mortifying 
degradation of his firft interview with 
his employer, in which he figured to 
himfelf the practical leffons he fliould 
receive on the difference between a 
rcftor and a curate. 

• Thefe painful emotions were (bme- 
times broken and relieved by reflexions 

on 
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on the trcafure he poffeffed in fuch a wife 
as his Ennily, in fuch children a^ were, 
growing up into men and women* around 
him. Young as they were, he aflured 
himlelf, that he could rely on the ftrength 
of their nvinds for happinefs, indepcn* 
dent of the opinion of the whole world, 
if that opinion were the bafc offspring of 
caprice and prejudice. ♦* They arc> 
*' healthy and pure, Casfar,*' cried he 
abruptly, after being long abforbed in 
thought— *♦ they have excellent fiicuU 
*• ties, their minds are improved, their 
•* fouls arc replete with love and virtue^ 
*« My Emily and I, can complete their 
•* education*— Oh, excellent mother ! 
" Oh, endearing, wife !— Then, there is 
*• Miller, and you, my faithful Casfar:. 
** what have 1 to fear? we arc. a world. 

ourfelves : we will defy the greater onc^. 

and be happy in fpitc of its frowns.** As. 
Aubrey fpoke, the emotion which had 
forced its way in words, had alfo impel- 
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kd his hand to (eize and prefs the arm 
of Caefar. The prcffurc was felt at the 
worthy fellow's heart, and tears ftarted 
to his eyes. «* Mafter !'* faid he, « I 
** very forry to fee you unhappy, it 
•* no for me to advifc you ; buc, re- 
•* member what you have Co often faid 
" yourfelf/'— " What's that Caefar ?"— 
«^ You no tell mafs* Arthur and Mife 
*' Emily, that fancy make more unhap- 
" pinefs, than real misforrunc ?*'— 
«' Very true, Caefar j and we da, indeed, 
*' fufFcr ourfclves unworthily to be made 
'• the fport of fancy j btic I never had 
«« caufe before, to admit the fears that 
'* have lately tormented me.'*—** What, 
«« you fear, my Mafla ?"— '•^ The confc- 
•^ quences of poverty, my good Cae- 
•* far,*'—** Eh ! Mafla ! how you can 
** talk fo ? You have 'nough to live 
** upon yet, and well too, wid care, 
** Mafia, I will look to every ting very 

** carefully-^ 
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^ carefully— 1 will fee dat noting fliall 
•* wafte/' — " I know you will, Casfar,'* 
fkid Aubrey, again preffing the poor (tU 
low's arm ; **- but the dread of want is 
'^ not the thought that pains roe. I 
^ hope, we (hatt never feel that ; but, 
•* there are other confequenccs of po- 
•* vcrty; ncglc^, dcrifion : nor would 
•* thcfe affeft me ; bur, as they will in* 
•* volve thofe who arc dearer to me than 
** myfcif— your miflrcfs, ray children/' 
•^ —Every body will love them/' cried 
Caefar, warmly—*" every body will lovce 
** them— they never proud thcmfefvcsj 
^ nobody is going to be proud to them s 
^ and, if fome (hould be fo fodifli « my 
^ mtftrefS) will make them keep their 
♦<^ diftance/*-^^* Yes, Cscfar,'* faid A«* 
brey, " we arc right ; and that was pr6* 
^ cifcly the thought that roufed me from 
•* my reverie. We ha^ve real happincfi 
«* within ourlblves^ a«d we (ball be the 

£ 4 " more 
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*' more ftirc of prcfcrving it, by exclud- 
'* ing all whoare likely to contaminate it/* 
As he fpokc the words, the chaife drove 
into the town of Lcicefter, and Aubrey 
ibon alighted at the principal inn. 

The family had palTed a night at Bed<^ 
ford, and when they proceeded the next 
day, Aubrey, taking the lead in the poll- 
chaife, pu(hed on to befpeak apart- 
ments. Thefe being fecured, he enquir* 
ed of the landlord for Dr. Searle. " I 
'* faw him this morning. Sir," faid the 
landlord—'^ he regularly rides out every 
*' day in his poft-chaife with his niece : 

• 

" he is juft the fame as he has been for 
" years paft, neither better, nor worfc-— 
** we have a fine air here. Sir, and* Mr* 
** Polfon, the apothecary, fays, the Doc- 
«( tor's plain puddings and punctual ex« 
^ crcifr, will certainly prolong his life 
" through another generation. Yes, Sir, 
" he goes down h\\\ very gently, and 

' ** the 
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^* the flower the ftccpcr the pitch.'* 
Aubrey never heard an allulion to the 
decline of the Rcftor of Maritpn's life, 
without an aukward fenfation; for thougli 
he knew his heart incapable of an im- 
moral wifli, he could .not but feel, that 
the temporal intereft^ of his family was- 
connedcd with the eternal. preferment of 
the incumbent $ and he often ejaculated^. 
<« God forgive me !" without the guilt, 
for the pardon of which he prayed. 
" Docs he ever go to Mariton ?" faid 
Aubrey. — *^ Never,. Sir/* replied the 
landlord, ** he would not recover the 
" journey. He is as regular as clock- 
** work in every thing : in the diflancc^ 
♦< he rides, in the quantity he eats, in 
<* the time he flceps. It is' what keeps 
" him alive. Sir/'—" What,'* aflccd 
Aubrey, ** is the diflancc to Mariton ?*' 
" Fifteen miles. Sir 5 itis a little beyond 
^* Loughborough, to the left of the turn- 

E 5 •* pike 
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*^ pike-road. It is one of the plcarant- 
^ eft villages in England, and there is a 
^ great nunrrbcr of genteel families in, 
^ atid near it/' After a few more inqui- 
ries, Aubrey difmiffcd the landlord, by 
defiring him to tell Casfar, to bring in 
his writing-de(k. Though Mariton was 
but one ftage farther, it was hisrintentton 
to remain at Leicefter, till the parfbnage 
Was ready for his family ; and, however 
unpalatable, k was incumbent upon him 
to pay his rcfpefts to the RciStor, before 
he proceeded. He accordingly wrote 
a note to Dr. Searle, informing him 
of his arrival, and requefting to know, 
when it would be convenient for him to 
receive a vifit. 

While his meflenger was gone with 
tht letter, the coach arrived, and Au- 
brey, furrounded by his family, felt his 
fpirits influenced by the fmiles and gaiety 
which never failed to attend them 

They 



AiTftRBY. % 

ITheyd^qltfedtheH-joy ^tqmttkig i.oov 
don^.c^lked of thic pl^afuFc chiey bad ex^ 
p^ricncedin chc courfe of. their journey^, 
and wifhed dinner was ready, forcoua- 
try air and travellings had made them as 
keen as hawk^ As they were going to 
fit down to tabk>. the mcffenger return- 
ed with an anfwcr from Dr. Scarle,, who 
exprelTed his fatv&faAion at Aubrey's ar* 
rivals and requeftcd the favour of his 
company that evening, hoping alfo^ (hac 
he would (lay to fupper. This note, 
which was written in a ftyle very diflfer- 
ent from what Aubrey expedled^ was 
highly agreeable to the whole g;roup, 
and gave an additional relifli to their 
repaft. 

Dr. Searle had led a life which the 
world had fufFcred to pafs without re- 
proach, and which he could himfelf 
contemplate with fatisfa£bion« His in- 
dependence, his charity,, the gentlenefs 

E 6 o£ 
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of his manners^ and his neutrality m 
politics, or rather his finccrity, which 
exalted him above partyi and convinced 
men of difFerent opinions, that he was 
folcly influenced by truth and general 
good, had conciliated the good-will of 
allj and the confcioufnefs of having 
performed his duties to the beft of his 
ability, of having befriended the poor, 
and of having fct an example to the 
rich, left him at peace with his owq 
mind. The early maftery of his paffions, 
and his temperance in the enjoyment of 
the good things of this world, had pre- 
fcrvcd him from bodily fufFcrings ; and 
his approach to the termination of his 
life was the gentle progrefs of unthwarted 
nature. His faculties were in their wane, 
his frame was enfeebled, but the grave 
had no terrors for him, and he was dc* 
fcending to it with eafc and chearfulnefs. 
It was not till his voice J^ecamc inaudl*- 

ble. 
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ble, and his accention waverings that be 
entirely refigned his pulpit; and taking 
the advice of his friends, gave up his 
remaining years to repofe of body and of 
mind. His underftanding, which had 
been endowed with excellent powers^ 
ftill poITcfied a great degree of its elafti* 
city, and his. converfation^ though un« 
equal> retained a fufficicnt charm to 
attract both old and young> fo that he 
continued to have what company he 
chofe, and whenever he plcafcd. At the 
time he became acquainted with Mr« 
Cowper by means of his nephew, as we 
have feen, he was turned of fixty 5 but 
the vigour of his confticucion was unim- 
paired^ he was adive in the cxercifc of 
his faculties, his preaching and his prac* 
tice were confident, and while thcfc en- 
deared him to the poor, his fortune and 
his manners enfured him welcome among 
the rich. Cowper, when he received 

his 
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his pupik from hiiiH. was hnprefled with 
a high.refpeA for him^. and had in his 
turn created ait efteem which waa. (oU 
lowed by a warnn reciprocal attach noffne*. 
He had occaGonally vtfited the old gen« 
lleman with hW wards,, a cuftonv which 
he afcerwards ktpt up when the yoong^ 
meti had left him. Dn Searte bad 
been at the univcrfity with Aubrey 'i 
father^ and during Cowper's laft vifit a 
converfation refpeiding the fatal will 
took place, which led to the renewal of 
the fricndlhip between Aubrey and Cow- 
per, as has been already related. Tkt 
latter had obtained the diJpofal of thr 
vacant curacy folcly with the view of 
folacing misfortune, but was doubly gra-* 
tlBed when he found his oM fcHow- 
(ludent and his family poffcfRng claims 
to cftcem ftill higher than to commifcra- 
rion, and he had confequently written a 
fetter to the Redor of Mariton, bcftow- 

ing 



hig freelf praifes whkrh he thought they 
merited, and which were not the lefs 
warm that the congentality he found in 
hrs friend's circle had drawn forth from 
him at large the ftory of his own mis- 
fortunes^ and the fccret feelings of his 
Bearf. 

Cowper's pancg)rrrc on his friends 
was very pleafrng to the old Doftor^ 
and prepared htm to rcctiva A\u 
brey with ktndnefs and refped. On 
his being announced the Do£h)r roie 
from his eafy chair, advanced with an 
engaging fmile, and took him into his 
arms. Aubrey was a little furprifed at 
the warmth of this reception ^ but his 
farprife foon changed to admiration, 
refpcd, and love. ^ I am heartily glad 
*« you arc come, n»y fon/* ikid the 
Do6ter J ** I have been longing to fee 
** you for this week paft: ever fincc I 
•* received om friend Cowpcr's letter 

^* I have 
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*' 1 have been wilhing for your arrivaL 
^ I am an old man, as you fee, in the 
•* vale of years 5 but I have a warm 
«* heart ftill for thofc who arc worthy of 
«* it, and when Cowpcr undertakes to 
*«^make friendftiips between men, the 
** ufual ceremonies and trials are un« 
«* neceffary.'^ He then pfefled Au- 
brey's hand, and introduced him to his 
neiccj Mrs. Searle, who had been read* 
tng to amufe her uncle, and to his grand- 
neice, who was at work by her mother's 
fide. The former, an amiable and hand- 
fomc woman,, between thirty and forty, 
was the widow of tliat Mr. Searlc men- 
tioned by Mr. Cowper, and the latter,, 
Amelia,, an innocent pretty gir)>. about 
fourteen, was their only child. They; 
received Aubrey not only politely, but 
with a pleafure and cordiality which 
could not have been more marked had 
he been in full pofTeflloa of Aubrey > 

Hall. 
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Hall. They were no fooner fcatcd than 
Mrs. Scarle, with an intercft which cn- 
crcafes the charms of a handfome face^ 
and renders an ordinary one beautiful 
enquired for Mrs, Aubrey> and when 
the family would be at Leicefter. On 
hearing that they were all ac the inn— 
" Dear me !" (he exclaimed, " why 
*' did not you mention them in your note 
*' to my uncle ? I fhould have come up 
** immediately myfelf, to have requeftcd 
** the favour of Mrs. Aubrey 10 come 
** to us without ceremony" — " Is it, 
" think you, too late now ?" faid the 
Do6lor. « Perhaps, fir," replied Mrs^ 
Searlc, ** the journey may have fatigued 
*' her, but at all events it is not too late 
** for me to go and exprefs our wifhes* 
" Come Amy, get our hats and cloaks*" 
— ** Do, go my dears," faid the old man, 
" and if they do not cortie back with 
" you, fit a little with them, and engage 

" them 
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«* them to dine with us to-morrow.'' 
Mrs. Scarle, faying flie Ihouki return 
before fupper, and that in the meaa 
time (he left the gentlemen to take care 
of each other, went away with Amelia^ 
How different was this reception from 
that prcfcnted in the dcfpondent reveries 
of Aubrey. Left alone with the DodSor^ 
he gazed with delight on the pbcid and 
fmiling countenance o( virtuous old age^ 
and his imagination, purified of the 
chimeras of pride and debafement, of 
reftor and curate» admitted the picafing 
ideas of friendlhfp wkh a fthc linger* 
ing oil the confii)&a of mortality. He 
fat down in good humour with himfelf 
and charmed with hia hod, who talked 
chiefly of Aubrey^s father, with whom 
be had been acquainced at aa early 
period of life,, and of Cowper their 
mutual friend. CM" the latter he related 
icreral anecdotes^ with which Aubrey 

was 
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was unacquainted, as^M-oofs of the rcfo* 
lucioa and fortitude with which their 
friend was endowed, after the dreadful 
affli^Slion which had deprived him of hi» 
reafon for a confidcrable time, " That 
«* caJamity," faid the Doftor, " feemed 
** neceflary to form his charafter; at 
*« Icaft, he himfclf dates the origin of his 
<* refleftion from it, and paints bis ftate 
^ previous to that as merely the vague 
^ guidance of fenfation. He fays ic 
" made him a thinking man, and im* 
^ movcably fixed him in the plan oi 
^ conQdcring every future aftion of hit 
<• life in reference to eternity* Severe 
^ then as was the blow, how great a 
*« bkfling has it proved ! Other calami-. 
** ties have appeared trifles to himi 
^ he has borne penury with patience, 
<* and reproach with refignation ; he has 
^ lived on bread and water to avoid 
« debt i he has toiled ta difchargc thofe 

*< contraftcd 
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•' contrafted at the thoughtlcfs period of 
'* his life, and he has borne in filencc the 
" unmerited calumny of the world, in 
•' confidcration of the ihame he was 
" confcious of deferving. At the time 
" my nephew met him in London, he 
*' was enduring with the fortitude of a 
** Stoic diftrcrfles yndcr which there arc 
•* but few, bred as he had been, who 
«' would not have fank. From thefc he 
« honourably relieved himfcif by rcn- 
" dering invaluable ferviccs to two 
" orphans, for which he received the 
•' flipulatcd falary of a tutor ^ nor has it 
*' been in their power or mine to prc- 
♦^ vail upon him to accept ar^y additional* 
** rccompchce. 1 He fays he was over* 
" paid in being rcftored to an indcpcnd>- 
" ence which, by rendering oiir ofFcrt 
« unneceflary, enforces a rcfufalofthenrx 
«* But in rejecting them he voluntarily* 
^ folicitcd a fpecies.of obligation, which' 

•'rcflcas 
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*• reflefts more honour on the obh'ged 
** than on the oblig<:rs : the rcqucft was 
" to fupport him not only with our 
** purfcs, but with our influence, in a 
*' Ichemc of benevoUnce which he had 
** planned with a hope of meriting, in 
^* fomc degree, the atonement of his 
*' fins. He goes, yearly into difTerent 
«^ parts of the country in qucft of the 
*« unfortunate ; he inveftigates, he veri- 
«* fies their afflidionsi he ftates their 
** cafes, he circulates them with his 
^' fignature. Some perfons requcft him 
'* to be the medium of relief, others 
<* take plcafure in conveying it them- 
** fclves. His fchcme is known only to 
** a few i but though the immedi- 
«* ate patrons of it are not numerous, 
*' thev diffufe its influence to their 
*^ friends and connexions. It is not 
** alway?, however, that money is the 

^' means of relief j there arc delicate 

** cafes 
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«^ cafes which require managecnent. Ob* 
«' fcure merit is to be proteAed againft 
^^^ envy, the weak againft the powerful* 
*^ the flandered to be reftored to repu- 
*« tation, malice is to be deprived of its 
•^ fting, and the triumph of vice over 
•* virtue is to be rcverfcd. Cowpcr is 
•* often fortune enough, by putting cafes 
*' of this kind in a clear point of view, 
" to give rife to inquiries, the refult of 
** which crowns his benevolent aim with 
** fuccefs. Then it is he glows* with plea- 
** fure, then he confcflcs his obligation 
*' to the fupportcrs of his fcheme, and 
« feels himfelf favoured of heaven/* 

Aubrey enjoyed this accouAt of his 
friend, and cordially united with Dr« 
Searle in extolling his virtues. *' I am 
" much indebted to him/* faid the 
Dodorj •' for prevailing on you to come 
«' into the country to commence a friend. 
" fhip with an old man, and to under*- 

<• take 
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•« take fiw fnc thofe dotics^wiich I am 
<^ too ferble to ptrfonn nayfelf ; and I 
** hc^c -when you'arc facled at Mariton, 
^ that I (hali often have the piqafure of 
^^ feeing jxm and your family bene, for 
^' though I cannot move fo far» ths 
^< diftance is nothing to young peopIe.V 
The urbanity of the Do&or's manners, 
che kindnefs of his language, the evident 
iince^yof his fcnttnEients, charmed the 
heart of Aubrey, who, as the patriarch 
fpoke, inivardly blefled him : ^' O blefled 
** be thy age ! — O rc6tor ! live for 
"ever!" 

All his imaginary mortifications being 
completely dilTipated, it was with plea- 
fure he faw Mr^» Searie and Amelia re^ 
turn^ accompanied by his family. Mrs. 
Aubrey, who knew how to be ceremoni* 
ous where ceremony was neceffary, was 
no leis fkilftjl in judging of its neceffity; 
(he made it the barrier of unmeaning 

civility, 
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civility, but {be poflcffcd too warm t 
beart not to facrifice it to real good, 
and (he read at once the charadler of her 
inviters, and the unfophifticated aature of 
the invication in the amiable counte- 
nances and manners of the mother and 
daughter. Far, therefore, from framing 
any excufe, (he was delighted to fliow 
her readinefs to cultivate the regard of 
the Do£lor and his family, and leaving 
Arthur- William to the care of Mrs. 
Miller, refigned herfelf with Arthur and 
the two girls to the charge of Mrs. 
Searle. The old gentleman was charm- 
ed with this mark of attention 5 the even- 
ing was fpent in pleafant and friendly 
converfation, and Mrs. Aubrey was foon 
as much delighted with the Doftor as 
her huiband was. It was natural that 
Mariton ihould be talked of, and the 
Aubreys learned that they were cxpcdlcd 
therewith much impatience ^ for they 

5 had 
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fiAd lieeii mentiofied a^ likely to be che 
inhabitants of the parfonage, even be- 
fore Cowper had reached London, or 
propoftd th^ curacy to Aubrey ; and 
Mrw DodfoD, the late curate, having rek» 
ceived kcelligence of his acceptance of 
it as foon as Cowper^s letter arrived) 
had conBrmtd the news, and waft only 
ivaiting his arrival at Mariton to leave 

it, in order to go to the vicarage t^ 

wUch he had been prefented> On hear^ 
ing this, Aubrey fatd, that not knowing 
the ftaceof the parfooage-hottTe, he had 
intended to leave his family at Leicefter^ 
till, he had prepared for their receptioti 
at Mariton> but that he would proceed 
early in the mormog, . that he inighc 
releafe btim <' By all means," faid the 
DoAor, ^* leave Mrs. Aubrey to the 
'* care of my nieccy and go yourfelf: 
*' Mu Dodfon will put you in poflfellion 
" of the church on Sunday, which is only 
VOL. Ill, F " the 
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" the day after to-morrow. You will 



" fee the ftate of your houfe, order in 
'^ what may be necefiary for your fa- 
*' mily, and return to us in the beginning 
'* of the week/* This was accordingly 
determined upon, and at ten oVlock) 
the hour at which the Dodor regularly 
retired, the Aubreys took leave for the 
night, and went back to the inn. The 
family were unanimous in their opinion 
of their hod: " What a fine old man! 
*' what a good old man i what a friendly 
•'foul!'* was echoed from one to the 
other. " God blefs his dear old heart 1" 
faid Mrs. Aubrey. "Amen!" faid 
Aubrey j " long may it be ere I ex* 
" perience the friendfliip of Lord Ayns- 
« ford ! O rcftor ! live for ever !" 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

Aubny^s Ritipthn at Mariton, The Family 
arrive at the Parfonage* 

Aubrey's reception at Leiccfter, and 
the impatience with which he was ex- 
pected at Mariton, wrought a great 
change in his fpirics. He wondered, 
that he had been able to (hut his eyes to 
the inconteftable right of his fanaily to 
diftingui&ed notice; to overlook the in- 
trinfic merit of an amiable group, whole 
inanners could not but produce a reci- 
procity of regard and refped ; and he , 
even reproached himfelf with a degree 
of iliiberality, in taking the filiy condudt 

of thofe who had been led by Sir Kit 
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Keeping, as the criterion for his. judg- 
ment of the reft of the world. His re- 
ception at Mariton> was as gratifying to 
his pride, as that at Leicefter had been 
agreeable fd his worthier emotions. He 
and Arthur went over in a poft chaiie, 
attended by Casfar, who rode on horfe* 
back. They drove immediiltely to the 
parfonage, where they were received 
with great politenefs by Mr. Dodfen, 
who, while he put Aubrey in poflcffioa 
of a handfome houfe, requefted to be 
confldered as his hofl, till he returned 
for his family. The morning was agree- 
ably pafied in examining the premifes, 
and in making an arrangement for 
fuch articles of furniture as Aubrey 
wanted, and M.\ Dodfon was willing to 
part with. It may be remembered, that 
the former had no houfehold furniture i 
what be pofkStd before his uncle's death 
having been difpofed of when the family 

went 
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went abroad, as it would be out of fafh* 
ion before their return to England. It 
was rherefore Aubrey^s intention to fee 
his houfe firft^ order what he might 
want immediately/in the neighbourhood, 
and wiite to London for what could not 
be obtained in the country. This de« 
fign was in a great meafure rendered un« 
necefiary by his having the option of 
(tnt(^ring the houfe nearly completely 
furniljied* The moveables that had 
been put in by Mr. Dodfon, were good 
and faihionable s but, there were avarie* 
ty of articles which had been long fta- 
tlooary, and which he had porchafed 
from the Rtftor. Thefe formed a con* 
fiderabkpartof the furniture, and though 
they were not faftionable, they poflefled 
a fimple dignity derived from their ap- 
pearance, and from the proprietors to 
whom they had belonged, which had 
always obtained them more admiration 

F 3 than 
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than the lighter ornaments of modem 
taftc. They confiftcd of mafly ward- 
robes, marble flabs and vafes, maho- 
gany tables, large m'rrrors, and chinar 
jars. When Aubrey expreffcd his in- 
tention to include thefe articlesj Mr. 
Dodfon informed him, that Dr. Scarle 
had repurchafed them as foon as he knew 
of his preferment ^ but faid, at the fame 
time, that he had no doubt, that the 
Dodtor would let him have them. Hav- 
ing fettled that the reft fhould be appraif- 
cd on the Monday following, Mr. Dodfon 
propafed a ride round the adjacent coun- 
try before dinner. As Arthur foon con- 
duded his lifters through the environs 
of Mariton ; it is unneceffary here to 
fay more upon the fubjcdlof its fccncry, 
than that he and his father were pleafed 
with all they fa w. At dinner, tbey were 
joined by two gentlemen of the neigh* 
bourhood, whofe polite attentions were to 

Aubrey* 
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Aubrey, an eartieft of the agreeable 
fociety, he and his family would enjoy 
in his new refidence. 

Aubrey, though not in the habit of 
performing the church-fcrvice, had oc- 
caGonally, while rcfiding at Aubrey- hall, 
both read and preached at Chelmsford, 
and was always admired in the deik as 
well as in the pulpit. The deep clear 
tones of his voice will not have efcaped the 
memory of thofc who were pleafcd with 
his voluntary counterpoints^ to the facred 
airs fung by Mifs Mclvil, the morning 
he unexpededly broke in on the (lander- 
ftricken maid, in the Cambridgefhire 
cottage : they had loft none of that 
melodious roundnefs which had furprifcd 
and delighted his Emily. To this advan-. 
tagc beftowed by nature, he had early 
added thofe which are to be obtained by 
application : his fcnccnccs flowed with 
c-afe, the emphatic words duly received 

F 4 their 
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their force, without prcpoftcrous vio- 
lence, and the inflexions of his voice 
were harmonious. In fyllabic accent 
snd polite pronunciation he was un- 
commonly correfl, having taken much 
pleafure in attending to the bed fpeakers 
in the fenate, whofe ftyle was his ftan« 
dard for reforming the deviations that 
fprung up In the pulpkj at the bar, and 
on the ftage. In delivering a difcourfe, 
he bad energy with little gcfturc : he im- 
prefTed the truths for which he argued, 
by feeling, and appearing to feel them i 
but his zeal never approached to vehe- 
mence. The conviftion be manifcfted 
in his countenance, was his moft power- 
ful perfonal agency in convincing others, 
and he always addreffcd the congrega* 
tion in that natural earned manner, which 
is the refult of convidtion. 

As it had been fettled almoft immedi- 
ately on Aubrey's arrival at the parfon- 

age, 
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age9 that be fbould read the prayers next 

day, and Mr. Dodfon preach his ftrewet 

fermon, which he had prepared in the be« 

ginatng of theweekt itwasfooo generally 

known, that the new curate was to offi-« 

ciate, and when Aubrey took pofleflSoii 

^f the dcik, he had the pleafure of feeing 

a numerous congregation, a great part of 

which appeared to confift of perfons o€ 

diftin&ion* The affability that reigned 

en the countenances of tbefe , and the ge« 

neral ^tisfa&ion which manifcfJbed itfclf 

in every part of the church at the end of 

the liturgy^ now filled Aubrey's breaft 

with enuKions the very reverie of thofe 

which had been produced by the gloomy 

reveries of his jpurney ; and he glowed 

with delight at the thought of the fmile$> 

the ^ttentions> the rerpe£fc> the happinefsj 

in refcrve for bis beloved Eroily and her 

children. Mr. . Dodlbo's fermon made 

at iirjS: a mournful impreOiona for he was 

F 5 much 
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much refpeftcd, but the fubjcft o^ 
forrow was doubly countcrafled by the* 
confideration of his removal being the' 
confcqucnce of preferment, and by his 
vacancy being filled by one, who appear- 
ed fo able to fupply his place. In the. 
afternoon, Aubrey again read prayers^ 
and again his congregation was as nu- 
merous as in the morning. The re* 
mainder of the day was paflid at tho 
parfonage-houfc, in company with fcve-' 
ral gentlemen, who had been invited by. 
Mr. Dodfon to meet Aubrey; Every 
thing feemed to confpirc to gratify hi* 
feelings y he was prefled to bring his fa- 
mily immediately,, and Arthur being re- 
quefted to remain at Mariton, while hid 
father went for them, accepted the in- 
vitation. Aubrey was himfclf, impa- 
tient to fee his Emily and hifr children- 
fettled in their new abode, enjoying the 
country, and participating hispleafuresr 

he,. 
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he, therefore, ftaid no longer wiih.Mr. 
Dodfon than was neceflary to conchide 
thcpurchafc of his furniture. The efti- 
mate, as propofed^ was made early in 
the forenoon of Monday. It amount* 
ed to three hundred and twenty pounds, 
for which Aubrey gave Mr. Dodfon a 
draft on his banker in London. He 
then took leave of his worthy predccef- 
for,who promifed tawait till Wednefday 
for the pleafure of being .introduced to 
Mrs. Aubrey, and leaving Arthur with 

him, fct off for Lciccfter, with Caefar, 
in a poft-chaife,. which the latter had 
hired at Loughborough.- 

He found all his family at the houfe 
of the Rcftor, by whogn he was again 
welcomed with the afFcdion of a father. 
The account he gave of his excurlion, 
was extremely pleafing, both to the 
Searles, and to his own family. During 

ki« abfence, Mrs. Aubrey and his girls,. 

F 6 had 
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had fcen fartnl ageeeaUe families, had 
been at church, md vtficed the caffib^ 
near which cbc. Do£kor's hooGs ftood^ he« 
ing ta the Newark. Fkafantly bow* 
trer as they pafled their time, Emiljr 
and Arthurina were fecretfy impatient 
to join their brodier, nor was Mrs* Au- 
brey forry to find» that Mr. Dodfon's 
fitnation would fully escufe her not fte« 
crpting lylrs. Searle's invitation to fpend 
the week at Leicefter^ and the ftay of 
the family was accordingly limited to* 
another day, in the courfe of which, 
Aubrey in vain urged the Re^or to 
difpofe of the articles of furniture thap 
he had repurchased of Mr. Dodlbn. Dr. 
Searle faid^ that though he had bee» 
prevailed upon to fell them, he had air- 
ways felt afhamed of it ', for^ they were 
juch things as feemed to go naturally 
with the houfe, and that he fhould now 
confider them io tbac light. Tkty ihouid 

be 



ht at the ferrice of the fkmly H long at 
thejr occupied the parfbnage; but he 
had refolved never to fell them agaim 
Aubrey was under tlie necefficy of ac* 
quiefcing in this determination^ and the 
{>arty havitig taken an aflFeAlonate leave 
of their amiable friends on Tuefdaynightr 
left the inn next mornings Aubrey, in» 
great fpirirs, filling Arthur's place in the 
coach, which Caefar followed on horSi* 



: back. The road lying through a pleafari t 
country, the travellers were gratified 
with the profpefls, which increafcd the 
gaiety they fct out with^ The kindncfir 
ihcy had experienced, with what they 
&W9 what they had feen,. and what re« 
maincd to be feen, excited their ima-- 
ginations, and they remarked, narrated,, 
and anticipated^ with the volubility of 
gay and happy minds. Arthur- William, 
was not the leaft talkative, nor was Mrs. 
Miller frugal of jpyousexpreflionsi yet>^ 

aa 
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as Arthur and Mr. Dodfon handed our 
Epiily ^nd Arthurina at the parfonage, 
(he could not help (baking her head> and 
faying to her miftrcfs, who fat fronting 
her in the coach, " S'bidlikins ! this is. 
*^ only too like our jaunts to Aubrey- 
*^ halL'* 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

^e Parfonage, Economical Arrangements. The 
M'tntfter of Religion* The Magnanimity of a 
tandid ConfeJJion of Error. The Choice of a 
Profejfton recommended to Arthur. 

That the arrival of* a new rcdor or a^ 
vicar (hould {tt the parilh bells in mo- 
tion is not furprifing or uncommon, but 
it does not often fall to the Ipt of a 
curate to be rung into his curacy : the 
rattling, however, of a coach and four 
into the village, levelled the diftinftion, 
and Martton ftecple vibrated with as- 
loud and continued peals as it had ever 
refounded with before. The family 
look poffeffion of their abode with un- 
diminilhed dignity, the illiberal malice 

of 
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of the PaU-mall baronet was forgotten, 
and Aubrey was himfclf again. Mr. 
Dodfon took his leave early, as he pur- 
pofed to fitep at Leicefter, but before 
he went recommended his cook and 
houfemaid to Mrs. Aubrey^ whoj from 
the character he gave of them, was gla4 
10 take tfaem into her fervicc : thus sd- 
mod every thing that was wanted Teemed 
prepared without trouble^ and as it were 
by enchantments The packages frooi^ 
London arrived at Loughborough the 
day before, and were immediately for- 
warded CO Mariton* 

Left to cbemicWeSy. the Aubreys fooir 
explored every part of tbekr maQfion> 
ran over the garden> and ftroUed through- 
the fields belonging to the parfonage.. 
The remainder of the week> a^ they had 
few vititors^ nooe indeed but the gei>* 
tkoien whom Aubrey had met by NSr- 

Dodfon's kivltation> was devoted to 

putting 
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pmtmg the houfe in ordcr^ making eco« 
nomical arrange mentSji. and fettling the 
di/pofition of their time. The plate 
and china were ccremonioufty beftowcd 
in their proper places,, the books inteU 
leclually clafied on the (helves found in 
the fludy, the piano and harp harmo- 
nioufiy eftabliihed in the fitting*rooin 
on the ground-floor> and the organ 
ereftcd in the large room over k. The 
houic being a double one^ was fufficientw 
]y cotnmocfious^ though but of two 
florieSi ^ith flanttng garrets. There 
were bed-rooms enough for the family» 
and two fpare ones. The large room 
on the firft floor, looking on the garden 
and oyer the country, had been ren«* 
dered fpacious, at the expencc of the 
adjoining one, which was a fmall bed- 
room allotted to Arthur. When the 
organift of Mariton, who lived at 
Loughborough^ and was employed to. 

place 
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place the organ, had completed his 
work, exceeding great was the joy of 
the whole family, and chaunts, hymns,, 
and anthems, filled up the day. The 
ground- floor of the parfonage was laid 
out thus : the entrance was a fmall hall, 
on the right of which was the ftudy, and 
on the left the dining-room, which had 
a fccond door opening into the fitting- 
room; at the end of the hall a paffage 
led to the garden, and another to the 
right led pad the offices and kitchen to 
the court-yard. The fitting-room was 
well proportioned^ and had a glafs door^ 
which opened on a lawn, edged with 
jJowcr-beds and (hrubs, very gently de- 
fcending to a fmall beautiful river, one 
of the banks of which was formed by its 
turf. This was the trout-ftrcam men- 
tioned by Mr. Cowper. 

The view of the country from the win- 
dows of tfac-houff, which backward faced 

the 
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the fouth, was rendered rich by woods 
and fine paftures ; buc there was aa 
objed about half a mile diftanr, on the 
oppofite fide of the river, which hcighc- 
encd the pleafing landfcape into a pic- 
turefque icencry. This was the ruins 
of an old caftle, on an elevated, unequal* 
rocky piece of ground^^which for many 
acres was unfit for cultivation. It be* 
longed originally to ope of ihofc power* 
ful and haughty barons of this kingdom^ 
whp had proved themfelves (uch formid- 
able fubjcfts. in th€ early reigns after 
the conquclt. The great duke of Lan* 
caller afterwards becajme the lord of it^ 
but it was entirely neglefted, and gra- 
dually fell. into ruin.; Mimy murders 
having been committed within the walls^ 
it is not wonderful that it fhould have 
become a. haunted place by tradition, 
and it ftill continued ftamped with the 

jreputation,. It was rarely vificed by the 

country 
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country people in the day-time, and never 
approached by night. Though the ibif 
near it denied a fupply of juices to aiefii) 
vegetatioHy fome hardy (hrubs here and 
there concealed the fides roundthe bottom 
ofthe eaftle>many partsof the mouldering 
v^alls were clothed with ivy^and thougb 
no trees Hood lawir it> the perlpeftiifc of 
the wood- beyond gave it, frcMD the par« 
fonage» an appearance of ai> ioHDcoie 
pile on the flcirt of a foreft*^ k for- 
nifhed a very fublime point of view to* 
moft of the houfes in the nigbbourhood 
of Maritoiiy but front none did it appear 
finer than from the paribnage. Tfcis- 
profpeft was an obje^ of high eftima* 
lion with the Aubrey family^ nor were 
they fatisfkd with gazing at it ; they cx^ 
plored its recefleSy and enjoyed the 
folemntcy of the fpacious chambers, 
fome of which were nearly overhung 
with the deep green tapeftry of the ivy, 

and 
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and roofed 1»]r the contra&ed firtnamcnc 
lettlmg on ^ lofty (>arapets> The ex^^ 
treme dimenfions of iht building, the 
thicknefs of the walls^ the magnicode of 
the apartments, the purpofe of the forci«^ 
fications^ the projedions of the towers, 
the rottering turrets, the rugged fcice, 
the. folitude to which fuperftition had 
doomed it, and the lilence reigning 
around and in every part of the caftie, 
raifed thoie emotions of wonder and ad*« 
miration, which while they diftinguifh 
mankind from brutes, are in a higher 
degree peculiar to the fons and daughters 
of tafte. The fubUme and beautiful 
tiius combined 'on the face of the coun** 
try to delight the inhabitants of the 
parfonage, health and harmony reigned 
within, and the teflimonies of refpefl, 
with the pleafuresoffociety, only waited 
the ceremonial of public appearance. 

14 Mean- 
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Meanwhile, Aubrey and Mrs. Aubfcf 
rcfolved to fettle their cftabHflitncnt on 
the mod frugal plan, and accordingly 
confulted, before the young people 
and Mrs. Miller, on the neccffary ar** 
rangemcnts. " ]5iponomy>** faid Au- 
brey, " is of importance in all fitua- 
" tions of life, and of theutmoft confc- 
** quence in thofe where errors are not 
<< to be retrieved by further plans of re* 
** trenchmcnr, but complete ruin is the 
« fure refult of excefs. Let us then 
** refolve to begin our refidencc here 
" with the utmoft care and circumfpec- 
" tion. It is true we have a profpeft ia 

* '^ the friendihip of Lord Aynsford, but 
*' when rt may be realized is uncertain^ 
" and the dear Dodlor Scarle has taught 
" us to dread the event that is to 
*' precede it. My dear Emily 1 my 

«* dear children ! I know your hearts 

^ arc 
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^* are fopcrior to the temptations of 
luxury i I know that you value the 
pleafures of the palate fo low^ that 
frugality in diet wUl P:arcely be a 
'* virtue in you j but it will be of great 
^' moment in the diftribution of our 
'* expences. "— ** Oh 1 my dear papa!" 
cried Emily, " we none of us care for 
"eating and drinking. While we have 
•* mufic and books'' — " And rambles 
*' through the country,^' added Archu- 
rina ; ** and rambles, as Arthurina fays/* 
rontinued Emily ; ** and plcafant neigh- 
f' bours, and fometimes a dance/' faid 
Arthur, *« O yes/* continued Emily, 
« and dances, as my brother fays/*— 
*' And turkics and tarts,'* added Ar- 
thur-William, The little fellow's addi- 
tion created a hearty laugh, <♦ I have 
^* not finiflied my fpeech," cried Emily^ 
.** With mufic, books, country walks, 
■*« and dancing, ^bo would ever, think of 

" eating 



^ eating and drinkitig ^ As for my pit¥» 
^ I could live upon bread and cheefe a8 

my life/'-^« So could I/* cried Arthfo* 
Tina, <* wkb a few vegetaMes, and there 
*' is plenty in the garden.^*^-" A litcte 
^ folid meat:, however^ after a wa)k,^* 
faid Arthur, " will not i>e ftmrifs. f 
<« don'c minJ eatings but mine is tiot a 
^' vegetable ftomach, Eitfily ^ parocu- 
^* larJy after exercifc^"— <* I,*' fiiid Ar- 
thur Williaoh <^ like rite ducks and green 
^* peafe we had yefterday ; what fay 
«* you, ^Sbidlikins V* — " They were 
"** very rtice> indeed, fir," faid Mrs. 
Miller, <^ and as I (hall fuperintend the 
*' {)OaUry*yard> you fhall often have 

'^< them ; *Sbidlikins ! 1 think poultry be 
*' the bcft and cheapeft face in the coun* 
14 try/'--" But Mrs, 'Sbkilikins,*' fiiid 
Arthur> " we muft have a butcher."-** 
« I hate a butcher," cried Arthurs- 
William.— •« TcU me why,'* faid his 

brother. 



brother. << Becaufe he is ib crud,^' re- 
plied Arthup-William. Mrs. Aubre/i 
who kc no opportunity flip o£ remov- 
iog prejudices from the minds of hef 
chiklrcn the moment they appeared, 
aflced him if the cook was cruel. *' No> 
«f that flic is not,*' repKed he, ** flitf 
** looks . ib good-natured, and (peaks fo^ 
^f good*tempered]y, Jril|fte feeds thef 
<f chickens/'^'« AntfHPb, my loir^,** 
faid his mother, ^'killed the ducks we had 
" for dinner yefterday ?**—»« I don*tknovr, 
*5 mamma.'*—" They were killed, you 
« know.'V— « To be fure/'— " Then 
*' a(k MiUcrwho kiUed them.''—" 'Sbidw 
<< likins I" faid Arthur*- Williaixi to Mrs. 
Miller, « who killed them ?*'— .« In- 
>* deed, fir," faid flie, " it was Nanny.** 
He ftarcd. " Now liftcn to me, and 
remember what I am going to fay/' 
C€Uitinued his mother.*-^" It is more 
« crqel to take diflikes without reafon, 
vol.* nu o ^* than 
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<^ than to flay an ox. Indeed you will 
.«* find that there is no cruelty in the 
** one, and there , certainly is in the 
" other. We cannot live without food, 
" and God has thought proper, how- 
** ever irreconcileable it feems with the 
^* tendernefs of fome hearts, to appoint 
<^ animals to be a part of food. I will 
'^ not enter into the realbns at prefent : 
** your brother and your fitters know 
** them, and fo will you by and by, but 
** I merely tell it you now to prevent 
« your growing up with fuch a pre- 
«* judice. Prejudice, you know, is hav- 
*' ing wrong notions of things, from not 
** enquiring into truth, by which yoa 
*' may become ridiculous or difgufting, 
^« or even wicked. If Providence has 
*• given animals for our food, the perfon 
^ who provides meat for the table may 
" have a very difagreeable office, but 
" cannot be chained with cruelty, if he 

" docs 
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** docs not wantonly give pain* It is, I 
^< own, an office that a mild difpoficion 
<^ would be unwilling to take $ but only 
*^ obfcrve what would be the cafe if 
" every body's htart was fo tender that 
** they would not hurt any thing that has 
" life ', you would have no ducks, and 
<< Arthur would have no mutton : and as 
*» Nanny is not cruel, jg more is the 
<< butcher, if he is a g^pman^ Take 
•* care of prejudice, my dear Arthur- 
«* William j will you, for my fake ?*'— 
" I will, mamma,'* cried he, " and I 
•' won't hate a good butcher any more>" 
The family laughed at the (imple equi« 
vocation of Authur-William, and Au- 
brey rcfumcd his obfervations on the 
propofcd economy of the houfe. After 
a few more remarks on the whole fbme<- 
nefs of plain food, it was refolved, nem^ 
con. never to have more on their table^ 
when they were alone, than a joint and 

G 2 a pud- 
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a pudding, or fomc of their own poultry^ 
with the feafonable produce of their 
garden. 

They next proceeded to difcufs the 
confumpcion of grocery s when it was 
refolved that tea, coSee, and fugar^ were 
abfolutely neceflaries, but that a great 
reduction (hould be made in the articles 
of fpicery. Coal and candle came next 
under confideration : with refpcft to the 
former, it was found that they could not 
do without a fire in the kitchen, in the 
fitting-room, in the dining-parlour, and 
in the ftudy; but then it was fettled 
that the other rooms of the houfe (hould 
only be aired occafionally ; and with re-^ 
fpe£): to lights, it was refolved that it 
would be extravagant to burn wax, when 
they had not company. The cellar it 
was determined (hould have a certain* 
fupply, but not to be frequently reforted 
to.. Barrels of good table*beer (hould 

Hand 
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ftand in the otitcr vault, for the conftanc 
ufc of the fcrvants, while aftout-bodicd 
ale was to be kept for extraordinary 
occafions. Some of the binns were to 
be filled with good old port and (berry; 
and a place was allotted to fpiricuoui 
liquors of the beft quality. The wine* 
decanters -and liquor-cafc were always 
to be put on the table after the cloth was 
taken away, but the family were to be 
very indifFcrent whether they drank any 
or nor, unlefs they had a friend with 
them. As to drefs, it fortunately ap- 
peared that Mrs. Aubrey and the girls 
were fo well docked with clothes and 
materials for making them, that they 
would want little in addition for a con- 
fide rable time J and Aubrey and Arthur 
had left their mcafurc in London with 
their tailor, to whom they propofed to 
fend occafional orders. 

G 3 Thcfc 
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Thefc points being difcuffcd and 

fettled, it remained to be debated what 

was to be done as to moving about the 

country. Prudence evidently required 

that they fhould lay down their carriage 

for the prefent ; but the neccffity of going 

from one place to another as imperioufly 

demanded the ufe of horfes. At firft^ 

they could none of them fee how it 

would be poffible to do without them^ 

but then not leis than three would be re- 

quilite, for there mud be a faddle-horfe 

for Casfar, as well as a pair for the coach i 

and neither three nor two could be fup- 

ported on the fields annexed to the par- 

fonage, unlels they gave up the idea of 

keeping cows. Two cows and one 

horfe might very well be fed on the 

land, buying oats for the nag, but it 

could no more. Either the cows, with 

all the rich cream, the butter, the milk. 

puddings. 
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puddings, cuftards, and fyllabubs, they 
would afford, were to be given up, ot 
the horfes relinquifhed. One alterna« 
tive more indeed there was, but it was 
too imprudent, even in thought, to find 
a propofcr in the economical circle, for 
land was very dear about Mariton, 
*' Can't you — ?" It was upon Arthurina's 
tongue, but (he turned it off by faying, 

** As the paddock will keep one horfe, 
^ what think you now of a one-bor/e 
cbay of afunday ?'' It was at length de- 
termined that their carriage (hould pofi- 
tively be laid down, but that the coach 
fliould Hand in the coach-houfe, and be 
kept very nice by Casfar, to be occa- 
fionally ufed, as circumQances might in- 
duce them to fend for poft-horfes from 
Loughborough ; and that one horfe 
Ihould be bought to ferve either as a 
faddle-^horfe or for drawing a gig, which 
would be found very convenient. As 
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the garden was not large enough to re- 
quire conftant attention, it was refolved 
to continue the plan which had been 
purfued by Mr. Dodfon^ who agreed 
with a gardener to crop and keep ic in 
order by periodical attention, occafion- 
ally having a village boy or girl to weed. 
But though they avoided the expence 
of a regular gardener, there was yet 
another domcftic whom they could not 
do without; a dairy-maid was wanting, 
for the care of two cows was too much 
to add to the cook's province 5 and if 
it was too little to employ one perfon 
entirely, the girl would be found ufeful 
in aflifting to. keep the houfe clean, and 
in helping to waih clothes. The dairy^ 
maid, accordingly, was foon deteraiined 
upon, and Nanny, the cook, recom- 
mended her younger fitter Patty, who 
wa« ufed to cows from her bh-tb. 

The 
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The houfchold arrangements being 
thus made with the ftrifteft attention to 
economy, Aubrey communicated to hi& 
family the ferieus defigns he had formed 
refpe£ling the facred profeflSoni thft 
fundlions of which he had refumed. Of 
whatever faults he was confcious, ib far 
from labouring to conceal them front 
his family, or even to extenuate them*, 
it was his cuftom to turn the avowal of 
them to their advantage and his own. 
Anxious as he was to teach his childreii 
to diilinguifh accurately between right 
and wrong, he had no alternative, for 
it was impoflible to deceive them with* 
out corrupting cheir minds i nor had he 
the leaft fear of weakening their refpeft 
for him, by obferving, ** thefc are errorsi 
** I muft endeavour to repair them as 
^* well as I can, and you mud: ever avoid 
** falling into the like ;'* on the con* 
trary, he knew ^bat fuch confei&onsi 
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guided by fuch morives, gave him 3 

higher claim to their efteem. *' Emily» 

my love," faid he to Mrs, Aubrey, 

how negligent have I been of my 

** profcffion ! but I do not wonder, 

^* when I confider the motives on which 

** I embraced it. I confented to aflume 

** the facrcd robe and band, in order to 

provide for the fccond (on of a family^ 

in whoie reprefentative it was thought 

•* neceffary to centre the wealth and 

*' pride of their anccftors; when> therc- 

** fore> by the death of my brother I be* 

*' came that reprefentative, is it fur* 

*^ prifing that I difengaged myfelf from 

** an objeft no longer neceffary for the 

^^ purpofe for which I had obtained it ? 

^' Could I go back to the time while it 

'^ was optional, retaining the judgment 

•< of my experience, no intereft whatever 

«' fhould prevail upon me to undertake 

^< the holy office, for I ihould not think 

t' myfelf 
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*' myfelfy at that early period of life, 
^'equal to the ftrift difcharge of its 
** duties. It is an awful engagement; 
^* the moft important that man can enter 
^' into, made voluntarily with his Creator, 
^* to labour to inftruft his fellow- crea- 
<< tures in the knowledge of their eternal 
«* interefl", to purify their hearts, to re- 
** folvc their doubts, to confolc them io 
^' afflidion, and to keep them on their 
*• guard in the hours of joy and tran- 
** quillity. A minifter is the vicegcrenf 
5* of the Almighty. How fublimc the 
^* thought ! how arduous the tafk ! whp 
** that rcfledted upon it, would haftily 
** undertake it ? What talents, what 
** virtues are requifite to form that ftu* 
** pendous charafter which (lands forth 
** the ambaffador of the Deity ! In the 
** courfe of my refleftions, fince my re- 
" verfe of fortune, an extraordinary 
** thought occurred to me on this fub- 
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•* jcft. My fancy formed a new crea-^ 
*' tore i I imagined the mihiftry of re- 
^ iigion affigned to a fuperior order of 
beingSj continued by fucceflion» like 
men^ on our own planet. Not a fallen, 
^ nor ihcorporeal race ; not fuperior to 
^ man in faculty, nor exempt from the 
^* pallions of the mind, but endowed 
^' with a ftrength of virtue that - fhould 
prelerve them genuine and good, and 
poflefled of the higheft degree of 
^' human knowledge and talents $ fully 
^' acquainted by intuition with the nature 
«♦ of the appetites, yet totally free from 
^ them i their frames, while exifting on 
•* earthy fuftaincd by fome unperccived 
^' fluid iilhaled with the air, and after 
" the fcrvice of fifty years, their fpirits 
^« tranflated unknown to men, leaving 
«« fucceflfors to rife from their bodies by 
^ a new law of nature. Of fuch a being 
f* fclf excellence and fuccef$ in his minif-' 

"try. 
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♦^ try would neccffarily be the fupremc 
f « good, the end and enjoyment of his 
^ exiftencc ; to fuch a being the talk 
*' would be appropriate ; but for me, 
^' fcarccly arrived at years of difcretionV 
« placing the chief praife of religion iii 
*' a rhetorical effay delivered from the 
" pulpit, bred up in eafe, and fond of it -, 
" for me to dare accept the divine depu- 
'* tation was no lefe monftrous than my 
•* total negleft of it, when it became un- 
•* ne€e0ary to worldly enjoyments, w^s 
*• fbamcfd."— .** I fear/' faid Mrs. Au. 
brcy, " that I am more to blame thaA 
«« you, yet I will not fay a word in op- 
** pofition to the reproach you caft upo» 
«* yourfelfi for it feems to promife art 
« attention that may make amends for 
^* the paft ; and kt me afilire you> I ani 
«« of Opinion^ that in your new-created 
•* being you have done nothing mord 
«' thaa paint fome of the worthy head^ 
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<* of the church, your unknown fluid 

'^ aad new law of nature excepted^ 

« 

<« Men fo far, at leaft, fupcrior to your 
•* imaginary roiniftcrs, as they have had 
«* to contend with, and have furmounted 
" thofc obftacles which you have fo in- 
** gcnioufly removed from your creatioDb 
" What think you of the bifhops of * * 
" and * * ? of Dr. Searlc ? of Cowpcr's 
«* friend, Mr. Grey ? The charafter may 
y not be general, but it exifts, and may 
« be emulated.''^— '* My invagination, I 
." allow/' replied Aubrey, " was excited 
M by contemplating myfelf* You knbw 
" I do not mean, my dear Arthur/* 
continued he, addreffing his Ton, ^^ to 
" caft a rcflcftion on the body of the 
^* clergy j they are, in general, learned 
•* and pious -, yet it were to be wiihed 
«* that our conncdion with the reft of 
*' fociety were better underftood, and 
" more generally realized. Prayers and 

"a ledturc 
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*• a ledurc would not conftitutc the office 
•* of the miniftcr I have imagined. They 
'^ who are about to take orders, like me, 
*^ merely for a proviGon, or who, like 
*' me^ having taken orders, think no 
** more of their engagement, will per- 
" haps, fooner or later, feel like me, that 
*' it had been better never to have under- 
" taken the office/' — '* My dear fir/' 
faid Arthur, " I have heard you before 
" condemn yourfclf, and I thought you 
" very good at the time ; but I am more 
'^ delighted than I can tell with a faying 
" of Lavatcr's, which I lately read, and 
** which you now bring to my miiid : 
< He who has genius and eloquence 

* fufficient either to cover or cxcufc his 
« errors, yet extenuates not, but rather 

* accufes himfelf, and unequivocally con« 
^feffes them, approaches the circle of 

* immortals, whom human language has 

* digmfied with this appellation of gods 

* and 
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< and faints.' Arthur's foul was in his 
face when he faid this; it was one of 
thofe looks and fpeeches not uncommon 
among the Aubreys, which threw a 
f udden glow of pleafure around the whole 
circle s for their fympathy was as rapid 
as their love was cordial. His mother 
folefled him in her thought, and by her 
ffnile. His father prcflcd his hand and 
faid, «• This is very ;imiable, Arthur j I 
"feel it at the bottom of my heart* 
<« Whatever truth or error there be in 
" the aphorifm you have cited, one thing 

•* is certain; whoever attempts to refine 
•• vice into the appearance of virtue, or 
•* pretends to appear to his family what 
•• he is not, forfeits his real portion of 
" merit, and never fails to be difcovered, 
«* and to be fccrctly, if not openly dc- 
•* fpifed. It is the part of a father to 

•* point the way to his children ; to lead 
V it, as far as he can ^ but when he 

" hahs 
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*' baits in the road to pcrfcftioDj he will 
*^ nor, if he be not loft to virtuei keep 
" them back, by pretending to be the 
'^ ftandard of excellence. He will call 
" to them to go on j he will glory as 
" much, if not more, in their progrefs 
<^ as in his own, and he will feel in fonnc 
*^ degree his defcds compenfated by ex* 
" cellencies, the feeds of which were 
*^ fown by him, though the fruit re- 
ceived its perfedion from the native 
vigour of the foil. With rcfpedl to 
<^ myfelf, I will now endeavour, as your 
<^ mother preCiges, to make amends. I 
<< will become acqujunted with all my 
<' pari(hioners, high or low, rich or 
^' poor s they who need a friend, an ad« 
^< vifer, a comforter, (hall Bnd one in 
<< me. The public fervice (hall be duly 
'^ attended to, and at home we will pafs 
<< our time in rational (ludies, innocent 

<^ amufemcnts, and hofpiiality. As to 

" you 
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" you, my dear Arthur, I wi(h that I 
" could fend you to the univcrfity, but 
** alas ! you arc deeply involved in the 
" efFcft of the dreadful, unaccountable 
" negligence of my uncle. It may yet 
" be in my power to enable you to fini(h 
** your ftudies there to advantage j mcan- 
<^ while your time will not be loft at 
^* Mariton. You muft thoofc a pro- 
** feffion ', you rouft choofe it before you 
*' go to Cambridge. I would have you 
** confult your inclination in the choice} 
** and to do that you muft take a curfory 
*• reading of the elementary books of 
** each. This you will cafily do in the 
•f courfe of the next year. Your edu- 
cation has given you a foundation for 
any j fix decidedly, then go regularly 
to work in your application, and I 
" have no doubt you will in a few years 
" make yourfelf fufficiently matter of 
*^ what you determine on, to fupport 

" yourfelf 
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" yourfelf honourably, and acquire a 
^ competence equal to the beft enjoy- 
*' ments of lifc^ You will have time 
^^ enough for the reading I recommend, 
" without giving up your claffics, or 
" even our general ftudies/' 

Arthur declared his determination to 
follow his father's advice^ and to begin 
with Blackftone's Commentaries. He 
faid he (hould be happy to be mafter of 
a profeflion, not only from forefeeing 
that it would be neccflary to his fupporr, 
but becaufe it would make him of ufe ia 
the world, which not one in a thoufand 
could be faid to be of thofe who had no 
profeflion. In this - opinion Aubrey 
concurred 1 and the girls, forgetting the 
previous reading recommended by their 
father, were for fettling the choice im« 
mediately. " What will you be, Ajr- 
** thur ?'* cried Emily; and without 
waiting for an anfwer, added — " Be a 

•* farmer. 
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" farmer, and live in the country/'— 
*• That's what Edmund Smyth is to be," 
cried Arthur- William^ who began to be 
tired of holding his tongue. This re- 
coUeAion of Arthur- William's pro- 
duced an emotion in Emily's mind> 
nvhich (he could not account for, but it 
%as fo flight that (ht did not endeavour 
to trace it. " Be a clergyman," cried 
Arthurina ; *' what can be more dc- 
** lightful than to have fuch a place as 
«^ this, and to make all the people about 
•* you good and happy ?"— « If I was 
«« Arthur, I know what I would be," 
faid Arthur- William ; " I would be a 
" lord, like Lord Aynsford, and then he 
" might iriake me a bilhop/* — ** Very 
** well," faid Arthur, «* I will confider, 
" and tell you what I think, this time 
*' twelvemonth." The refolucions re* 
fpefting the houfchold economy were 
reviewed and approved, and the Au- 

breysj 



breys, confcious of meaning well^ gave 
way CO the natural tendency of their 
minds to be pleafcd 1 were innocent^ 
chearfuli and happy. 
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CHAPTER XXXr. 

9T)i Family appear at Churcbm Similarity tf 
Country Neighbourhoods* 

However dcferving of cenfurc, a 
candid cenfurer will not perhaps think 
it unpardonable) that the firft appearance 
at church was not entirely aAuated by 
the fpirit of devotion^ and that heavenly 
views were confiderably mingled with 
terreftrial concerns. Mrs. Aubrey and 
the girls certainly devoted fomc 'part of 
faturday to confulcation on drefifes for 
funday; and funday was a gala day* 
The mother and daughters might have 
been confidered together as the three 
Graces^ for though a little enbonpoint^ 

14 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Aubrey retained the frefli and 

blooming air of youth, her animated 

eyes gave great inteUigence to her lovely 

countenance, and her eafy motion fup- 

plied undiminifhed grace to her elegant 

figure. Emily was now nearly as tall 

as her mother, and Arthurina very little 

fhdrter. The church being near, and 

the moi-ning fine, the family all went 

afoot. Aubrey had preceded them, 

and was in the reading defk when they 

entered. Arthur and Mrs. Aubrey, 

who held Arthur-William by the hand, 

led the way; and Emily and Arthurina 

followed, attended by Mrs. Miller; 

Csefar, in the Aubrey livery, had gone 

on before to open the pew door. If the 

congregation drew off the thoughts of 

the Aubreys, they no lefs attrafled the 

attention of the congregition. In the 

intervals of the fervice all eyes were " 

turned upon the clergyman's pew, which 

fupplicd 
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fuppllcd food for the ufual palTions of 
curiofity, admiration^ and envy; for Ma- 
riton, like other places^ had inhabitants 
of various charadlers : however> the ge* 
neral feature of the day was affability^ 

In the pulpitt Aubrey gave as much 
fatisfadion as in the reading«>de(k» His 
fermon was introduAory^ and the more 
intereftingas the appliccitioti of itmight be 
confidered as peculiarly relative to himfclf 
ftnd his hearers. In the firft part of hisdif- 
courfe he dated at large the duties of the 
minifter of a parifh i and the remainder 
of it he devoted to a concife view of the 
religion he had fincerely embraced on 
examining its evidence^^ and which 
it behoved him to fupport and to teach. 
The fubjcds were connededj and he 
treated them with that fimple eloquence 
which is both convincing and endear- 
ing. Full of the pious refolutions he 
had formed^ he had begun the Service 

with 
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with tmufiial zeal, and as he pronounced 
the concluding blefling^he looked around 
biffi, and his heart glowed with the fa<» 
cred afFedions of his office. 

After church the family received many 
falutations from the pari (bioners^ and were 
vifited by the gentlemen who had dined 
with Aubrey and Arthur at Mr. Dod- 
fon's table, and who brought with them 
fcveral of their friends, both gentlemen 
and ladies. Thefe Mrs. Aubrey, on 
their admiring the organ, invited to re- 
turn in the evening, without ceremony, 
to hear fome facred mufic. Heralds of 
the reft of the inhabitants, they men* 
tioned the names of the different perfons 
who were at church, rated their for- 
tunes, and briefly fkctched thtir hif» 
tories. Except the names, all that the 
Aubreys heard was pretty much the 
fame as they had known in other coun- 
try places: a few had very large incomes, 
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and did not refidc at Mariton more than 
two or three months in the yeari many 
had good incomes, and went away only 
for two or three months ; and fome had 
limited incomes, and thefe feldooi, if 
ever, left the place. As to charadten ^ 
few were fpokcn of in terms of the 
highcft panegyric, many were praifcd 
vfith a Ifuf, and fome were fwept off with 
a hint. 

In all this there was nothing fingulafi 
but when Mrs. Aubrey enquired con- 
cerning the family who fat in the gal- 
lery, in the red pew, with the yellow 
curtains trimmed with filver fringe; 
after a paufe, one of the ladies faid: 
«• The name of the family is Spicer ; Mr. 
Spicer made a large fortune by trade, and 
has been purchafing eftates in the coun- 
ty for many years ; about five years 
ago he difpofed of his bufinefs, and 
came to refidc at Spiccr-hall. He pof- 

fefles 
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fcfles much influence in the affairs of 
the county—he is a juftice of peace"— 
^* and an orator at our meetings^*' added 
one of the'gcntlemen, with a fmile. The 
reft of the vifitors laughed^ except a 
young gentleman, who faid, that Mi(a 
Spicer was one of the moft elegant^ 
accomplifhed, and charming girls in the 
kingdom. " No doubt,'' faid the lady 
who fpoke firft, '* for (he has expeda* 
^^ tions of at leaft thirty thouiand pounds, 
*' and was educated at one of the moft 
*' eminent boarding-fchools in London, 
" which (he has lately left, and is juft 
" come down to Spicer-hall. It is faid 
" (he plays and fings finely."—" Oh di« 
«' vincly !'* cried her pancgyrift : " I 
** have had the pleafure of hearing her 
^^ fcveraltimcs fince her arrival. "-^<^ I 
*« am ^lad to hear it," faid Emily Au- 
brey. ** She is cftcemcd a pcrfeft 
«« beauty," continued the lady, who now 

H 2 fearing 



Z4S AUBREY. 

f<eariflg to comaiit herftlf^ d^teriDined 
xhat the reft of the inforroation rcfpcft- 
ing the Spicers fhould come from the 
mouth of Mifs Spiccr*s admirer, to whom 
ihe addrtflcd hcrfclf j « and full of life 
" and fpirits, I think Mr. Golling ?"— 
'• Oh yes !" replied he, '^ and replete 
** with wit/^— -" Mrs. Spiccr a kind 
" mother ?" — *' Oh ! very fond of 
." her/*— ^* Mrs. Spiccr herfelf is a fine 
" woman." — " Very." — ** But not 
** quite accordant with Mr. Spiccr ?"— 
•' Oh ! hate one another like cat and 
«« dog."—*' A pity that, for the fake of 
** the family s but I hope the reft har- 
»' monize better." — " Why, faith, fo fo, 
*^ but I don't knowi I never interfere i 
** however they difagree one with ano- 
'^' tlicr, they are all unanimous in their 
" opinion of Eudoxia ; they think her 
*' the moft beautiful, the moft accpm- 
** pliflicd, aad lovclicft of women, as fhc 

*' really 
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** really is/'— <* I thank you, Mr. Gof- 
'* Itng, in the name of the Jadies pre- 
« fent/'—*' Thank me ! for what ?— 
** O f only for your impartial account of 
•'Mifs Eudoxia Spicer/'— « Not at 
" all,'* replied Mr. Gofling, <« I only 
** tell vou the truth." Here the com- 
pany laughed. " Her brothers are ac« 
« compiifhed too P*— *< So fo !" fald 
Mr, Gofling, " Bob Spicer manages i 
*' violoncello very well, but Billy labours 
"at his tenor-fiddle." — " Does MK 
•' Gofling play on any inftrument ?" faid 
Mrs. Aubrey. *• I am but an indifFer- 
" ent mufician," replied Gofling, «* but 
" I fometimes fall in with the triangle, 
«• ma*am." 

A general fmile, ftifling a laugh, in- 
dicated to Aubrey, that Mr, Gofling 
began to be in danger of becoming the 
butt of the company, a fituation in which 
he never could bear to fee any man : 
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the errors of the heart he thought fairtjr 
open to railkryj but incapacity he con- 
fidercd as a misfortune not to be laughed 
at. He communicated his fear to Mrs. 
Aubrey by a look^ who immediately 
changed the fubje£^, by faying^ that (he 
bad been much flruck with the coun* 
tenances, modefty^ and propriety of de« 
meanour of three ladies, who fat below 
in a feat within three of her pew. 
" They appear to me/* faid (he, " to 
*' be a mother and daughters — who arc 
•* ihcy ?"— '' Oh/' faid a lady, " you 
" mean Mrs. and the Mifs Cambridges. 
They are good fort of people, but 
they do not vifit much, being in very 
^* confined circumftances ; they are, 
•* however, received every where, and 
^< often make morning calls. In the ab- 
^* fence of Captain Cambridge, an officer 
" between forty and fifty, who having 
*' ferved in the army in India^ where he 
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^ loft an arni> has urYdemken a voyage 
** to recover a large property for the 
" widow and children of a brother 
** officer, his friend ; hb wife and daugh- 
" tcrs are living in a fmall neat box 
** that he built himfelf> on a piece of 
«« land which uncxpcftcdly dcfcend- 
** cd to him, through a diftant relation, 
^* who had purchafcd it on purpofe to 
" buiW upon, but had never put his 
" defign into execution^ The young 
** women arc well enough, but their fa- 
*' ther has always been too poor to give 
" them any accomplifhmcnts.'* — *' I 

*' think their countenances very intereft- 
** ing i" faid Mrs. Aubrey : ** I hope 
«* we (hall fee them at the parfjnage."— 
*• No doubt,*' replied the lady, *' they 
« will call." 

In the reft of the talk during this 
morning vifit, though moft of the inha- 
bitants were menrioned, there was no** 

H 4 thing 
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thing peculiar in them t6 arreft the 
attention of the Aubreys, The Spiccrs 
and the Caihbridges Teemed to be the 
only ones that had made an impl'eflion 
on their minds; and when left to them* 
felves they remarked, what a' fame-* 
nefs there was in the general view of 
well-bred pcrfons, who to ftrangcrs and 
common acquaintance maintain that 
fimilaricy of charafter, which is the rc- 
fult of fimilar education, while the ge- 
nuine traits of the mind are ieldom 
actually difcovercd beyond the doBurflic 
pale, or the circle of the fcrious traaf- 
aftioha of life. 
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CHAPTER XXXIT. 

An aicpmplijhed Toung Lady from a Boardings 
School. The Wife and uneducated Daughters 
of an Officer of the Army. 

Novelty and the genuine frankncft of 
the Aubreys, failed not to make a livel3r 
and favourable impreffion on the minds 
of their firft vifitors, who again returned 
after the evening fcrvicc, to enjoy thn 
funday concert Mrs. Aubrey had offirred 
them. If they were pleaied in the morn* 
ing with the conciliatory manners of 
the ftrangersi in the evening they were 
fafcinated with their ipudcal powers ; and 
the whole of the eofutng weekj Maritoa 
and the neighbouring parishes, far and 
fiear^ rung wich the report of the acqui* 
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fition the country had gained. Every 
day brought company to the parfonage^ 
till all the inhabitants had paid the wel- 
come vifit. The houfe was in conftant 
motion ; all was life and fpirit, joy and 
gratulation. Never before was poor 
curate fo vifitcd, but then' never before 
did poor curate take poflcfllon of his 
curacy under like circumftances. He 
camcy in the firft place, as fole miniftcr 
of the pariih ; and in the next^ the name 
and connexion of Aubrey were ftill re- 
membered, while the extent of his mif- 
fortune had not yet reached the country,, 
though it was pretty generally known 
that he had had an immenfe lofs. The 
extent of the lofs was even confiderably 
funk in the thoughts of the family them- 
fclves, by the ftrength of the hope placed 
on the friendfhip of Lord Aynsford ; a 
hope that having once received its im*- 
pulfe before they knew Dr. Searle, was 

fupported 
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fupported by its original force^ without 
any reference to the painful aflbciatioir 
which arofe from the afFc<9:ion he had 
excited in their hearts. In ihort, the 
Aubreys and the parifhioners coincided 
in viewing the fair fide of things. 

At the end of the wcc^: the family 
were expreffing their furprifc that they 
had feen none of the Spicers^ when ^ 
thundering London rap at the door pro- 
claimed fafhionable vifkors^, and Casfar 
foon after announced Mifs Spirer. Her 
figure was of the middle Gze, inclining 
to corpulency^ CO conceal which her ftiflF- 
boned (lays was drawn as tight as pof* 
fible about her body^ making a very 
vifible abrupt divifion of her perfon> 
into upper and lower protuberances of 
conGdcrable magnitude^ and throwing 
the blood up into her neck and face» 
where the confinement of the circulation 
coUe£ting the grofs particles of the habit^ 

H 6 threw 
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threw out fucccQive crops of pimples. 
Her features were not common, yet 
had nothing ftriking cither as to beauty 
or uglinefs i her light hair, obedient to 
the power of hot iron, curled in thick, 
ftifF ringlets over her eyes, which were 
light grey on a large white orb, over 
which, when (he winked, the lids had a 
confiderable journey to make in theif 
contadl and retrogreOion; her nofe was 
an acute angle, the longer fide journey* 
ing from her" front curls to the point of 
the (hort fide which proceeded to the 
formation of her upper lip j her mouth 
was wide, but her teeth were good, 
which was a great advantage to the 
whole turn of her countenance i and being 
aware of this, fhe took care that they 
were not often concealed by their coral 
veils. Her nofe would have made her 
«gly* her teeth counteraftcd its tendency, 
and to common ar partial obfervers, the 

beauty 
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beauty of one pare fpread beauty through 
the whole. Her countenance was ex* 
preflive of pain, from the preflure of the 
iron on her ftomachj that voluotarf 
peine forte et dure*, which the mufcles 
and nerves fuffcr in the caufe of in^a* 

■ 

ginary fynimetry : and with the appear* 
aiice of pain the emotions of real pride 
and affedted humility held a divided 
empire. 

In (he walkedj her hips rolling from 
fide to iidej her bofom handkerchief 
confiderably preceding her ceintore^ and 
the border of. her train two yards 
in the rear. Inftead of a curtfey, fhe 
nodded her head twice or thrice^ and 
as if long acquainted^ faid ; *' How do 
<« do,— how do do—- how do do"-^hcr 
lips drawa down on each fide to difplay 
her teeth. She was alooe. The Au-> 

* A penance by the ancient law* for a prifoner 
who wodd not anfwer to his arraignment. 

breya 



breys had rifcn to receire her, and Mrs» 
Aubrey^ in her ufual kind manner^ ex« 
prefled how glad they were to fee her» 
When they were feated, addrefling Mrs. 
Aubrey^ — '* My mother/* faid (he> 
*' bade me give her compliments^ and 
•* tell you (he caught a fcvere cold laft 
«' funday, which has confined her ever 
•' fince, or Ihe would have accompanied 
** me to wait on you to day.*' As Ihc 
delivered this common meflage, (he gave 
continued (hort jirks of her head for- 
ward^ a gedure (he thought expreflive 
of animation, in a (imilar ftyle (he 
made an apology to Aubrey for her fa- 
ther, on the fcore of bufmefs; then 
turning abruptly to Emily, who (at next 
to her, faid, " How do you like the 
•' country ?" — " I was always fond of 
<* the country," replied Emily. Thif 
natural anfwer called forth an affe&ed 
laugh from Mi(s Spicer, who ended ic 

witb 
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with faying, «* I mean this country.**— 
" I beg your pardon,'* faid Emily, '* I 
" like it very much/'—** Better than 
« London ?'*— " A great deal/* This 
preference excited another laugh in the 
accomplifhed Mifs Spicer, who was iii 
the habit of giggling whenever (he de* 
tedted a miftake of any kind, or felt the 
fuperiority of her awn taftc when con* 
traded with that of others. ** I love 
•« London,** faid (he, " better than any 
'^ place on earth, and the more, becaufe 
•* I have feen fo little of it yet : but I 
<^ know what a charming place it is by 
<^ what I have feen, and I hope I (hall 
•« be able to perfuade my father to live 
'« a great deal there, or at leaft to let 
•* mamma and nae/*^— " Does Mrs* 
" Spiccr like town as well asyoudo?"" 
faid Mrs. Aubrey. Mife Spicer laugh- 
ed — ^^ She does indeed,** faid (he, "and 
^< often (lays there a long time together 

« without 
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<« without papa.**—" I hope/* faid Ar* 
thtir, ** that Mifs Spiccr will not dcfcrt 
" Maritoo juft as wc arc conic to it."— 
Mifs Spicer laughed'—*^ I don't know 
" how that may be/' replied flic, " I 
^ am but juft come myfelf ; you muft 
<* aflc Bob when you fee him i he is 
" vaftly fond of London^ as every fa- 
^* Ihionable young man muft be ; he is 
« very fafliionable, is Bob/'—*' Was 
« that he wc faw at church ?" Mifs 
Spiccr laughed--^'* What would Bob fay 
«^ to fuch a queftion i he would not be 
*f taken for Billy for the world : Billy is 
<« a good-tempered fellow though i xm)w» 
<< he batC3 London, and likes the coun* 
f^ try, where, on account of his brQad 
^< fhouldcrsy and thick bandy legs, he is 
<* called the Honourable Billy Spicer i 
c< but Bob ! Bob is juft what a man 
« o^ght to be :— *in the army, we4 nude, 
<> bandfome, degagci learned to dance 

CI of 
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^' of Didclot, to fing of Kelly, to play 
^' the violonceilo of Crofdale, makes 
*' vcrfcs like what's his name, and fpouts 
" like Palmer." — « He muft be very 
•' accompUfhed indeed," faid Aubreyf 
fmiling. Mifs Spiccr laughed — *« Yes I** 
faid (he, " and to diftinguilh him from 
'' Billy every body calls him the Righc 
" Honourable." — ** Is be in the coun- 
" try ? (haijk't wc have the plcafurc of 
" feeing him ?" — *' Certainly i" replied 
Mifs Spiccr : ^' he went from town to 
" Newmarket, and wc cxpe^St him verjr 
«« foon here.*' — •« W« (ball long to fee 
<« this accomplilhed brother of yours,'* 
faid N^rs. Aubrey, <* but in the mean time 
*' will not Mr. William Spicerfavour.ua 
« witha vifit ??•— « To be fure 1 Oh I Billy 
** is very much of a gentleman, though 
^^ he is not fo elegant in bis perfon as 
*^ Bob." She then began to pull the 
neighbours to pieces in tbe ufual way, 

to 
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to divert her from which ; *^Mifs Spiccr,** 
laid Emily Aubrey, *' we have heard 
•• of your excellence in muGc i I 
•* hope—"—** Is your piano in tune ?*' 
*' faid Mifs Spicer, rifing and going to 
the inftrument, then without waiting 
for an anfwer continued, •' You play I 
*• don't you ?" — " I am learning,'* re- 
plied Emily. ** How long have you 
" learned ?"— *' I think I 'may fay all 
" my life/*— *« Who was your matter?'' 
faid Mifs Spicer, ftriking the chords, " I 
•* have principally learned of mamma/' 
— " Oh! only of your mamma t Will you 
^^ fing ? what (hall I play for you ?*•— 
*' Here is a volume of Handel/'— 
•' Oh ! I can^c bear him/'—" What 
" (hall I give you then ?" faid Emily^ 
naming the works of fcveral authors^ 
*« Have you got the Soldier tired of 
" war^s alarms ?" faid Mifs Spicer. 
Artaxerxes wa^ immediately produced^ 

and 
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and Mifs Spicer played the fymphony 
of the fong ; during which poor Emily^ 
obferving the performer to be maccu* 
rate in her timey and medicating an apo- 
logy for herfelfy was fufpended between 
the apprehenfion of offending, and the 
reluctance to creating difcord, when (he 
.was happily relieved from her dilemma> 
by finding that (he was totally forgotten 
by Mifs Spicer, wbo^ at the concluHon 
of the fymphony^ began the fong, and 
went completely through it, without once 
taking her eyes off the book. Her voice 
was good^ except in her attempts to raife 
it to the very high notes of this fcreaming 
bravura of Arne's, and there (he mifera-* 
bly failed^ though (he pre(red her epi« 
glottis as clofe, and opened her jaws as 
wide as (he could. The Aubreys fur* 
prifedat its going off fo well, applauded 
her (incerely. She fmiled audibly, and 
continuing in the feat^ faid, ** Now Mifa 

•^ Aubrey 
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«' Aubrey." Emily in vain begged to 
be cxcufcd, offering to accompany her- 
felfoB the harp in fomc other air. Mill 
Spiccr infifted on having the pieafurc of 
accompanying her in the fame fong, and 
began without ceremony. Thoogh ihe 
had herfelf reconciled the meafure of 
the mutilated minims and crotchets^ playw 
ing exactly as Ale Amg, it was impoffiblc 
for Emily to do it, as (be had^io gui<lt 
but the time fixied by the author^ confe*- 
quently before (bt had batf fwelted the 
minim dv^r the firft fyUable of the word 
/tidier ^ the piano-forte was jigging away 
the quavers of the word tired. Emily 
Hopped^ and again declared her inalM^ 
lity to execute the air. Mift Spicef^ 
underftanding her literally^ and confci- 
ous of her own fuperiority, laughed^ 
(but the book3 and faid, « Never mind» 
'« my dear, ' we (hall do better another 
•' time^ don't be diJhcartened, for it is a 

4C yery 
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<^ very difikuk fong*'^ The Aubreys 
COiiid not help fmiling, and Arthwi who 
was landing behind her^ fhrugged up 
his flioulders ; ** Come Emily/' faid 
he, " fmg — "—"It is later than I 
** thought/' cried Mifs Spicer, rifing 
and interrupting Arthur,-—" I fliall have 
** the pleaiure of hearing Mifs Aubrey 
" another time. I hope we ihaJl ftc 
f * you at Spicer-Hall i"— then with the 
jirking familiar nod, which from the ufc 
of it by her and her brother, the Colonel, 
had obtained the name of the Spicer 
nod, faid " Good day, good bye/' and 
out (he walked, ftif&y poking her chcQ, 
forward, and majeftically rolling in the 
rear, juft as (he walked in. 

«* Bravo !" cried Arthur j ^' hey for 
*' affcftation and (elf-conceit ! how good 
^* and compaflloaate (he was to you, 
y Emily I we Jhdl d» it letter another 
*• lim'^m't i^ dijh^axteyied. — it is ^ 

^^ difficult 
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*^ difficult /ong'^Vll tell you what; we 

** will have our revenge of her the very 

•« firft evening we fpend in her com- 

*' pany, for you fhall fing tbejoldiery and 

^' Arthurina (hall play the accompani- 

'* ment.*' Mrs. Aubrey and the girls 

laughed. *^ She richly deferves to be 

•« mortified," faid Aubrey, " but I do 

'* not like your motive, Arthur. What 

*' triumph can our minds have in (uch a 

*' revenge ? it would be loft in the dif- 

" grace of the contcft."— "I do not 

" mean, my dear fir," faid Arthur, 

** that my fitter fliould contend with 

** Mifs Spiccr, but check her conceit.**— 

" I fear," replied Aubrey, " that in 

** doing that, Emily would only raifc a 

" worfc paffion, of which you faw Mils 

«' Spicer has the feeds in her mind by 

** the manner (he had begun to talk of 

" her neighbours before your fitter turn- 

** cd the fubjcft to mufic. I never met 

« a young 
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*^ a young woman who flood in more 
^^ need of admonicionj but irritation and 
*' expofurc fcldom cffcft a reform. In 
** time, when we have been longer ac- 
•' quainted, I fhall perhaps find proper 
'' occafions to admoniOi wichout pro- 
*^ yoking her. It is my dutys but it 
'* muft be done delicately^ and who 
" knows but we may hav€ the fatif- 
*« fadlion of feeing her become wife and 
** amiable ?** As he fpoke, Ca^r an- 
nounced Mrs. and the Mifs Cambridgcs. 
Mrs. Cambridge was a middle-aged 
woman, rather above the commoii fize^ 
well formed, and poffefled of a very 
pleaHng countenance; her daughters 
wei^: tall, unfettered, handfbme, and 
prepoflcfling. Sophia, the elder, had 
rather more animation in her features 
than her fitter Mary Ann, whofe face 
and me in expreffed timidity. They 
entered the room with as much eafe as if 

bred 
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bred at a court, at the fame time with that 
propriety of demeanour which, attraAing 
Mrs. Aubrey's notice at church, had 
left a favourable impreflion that was now 
comfirmed by their appearance, ** We 
*< come,*' faid Mrs. Cambridge, adv'anc- 
ing towards Mrs. Aubrey, *' to pay you 
•■* our vifit of ceremony, and in delaying 
** it till to-day we were influenced by 
** the hope of finding you tnore diftn- 
^ gaged than you would have been 
** earlier in the week; thefe are my 
'* daughters, Mifs Cambridge and Mary 
f' AiK).** M^s. Aubrey affured her (he 
was happy to fee her, and the whole 
party having interchanged falutations, 
and taken their feats, Aubrey faid he 
hoped in the courfe of no long time to 
have the pleafurc of Captain Cambridge's 
acquaintance. ^^ Indeed I am afraid it 
•* will be long,** replied (he j " his 
^ friend Major Edwards left him guar^ 

«« dian 
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*^^ dian to his foii8> and truftee of their 
^' fortunes ; they are grown tip young 
'*' men. After receiving u good cdu(Ja- 
^ tion in England they returned to 
*' India, and found their father dead> 
•* leaving the will he had inade while 
" we were ^hcre unaltered. Mrs. Ed- 
*' wards was ignorant of buQncfs, and 
*« my hufband's prefcncc was confidered 
" as neceffary, not only to the arrangc- 
" mcnt of their affairs, but to the very 
" faiv^tion of their fortune. Cam* 
•* bridge, who would think nothing of 
" going through fire to fcrvc a friend^ 
** thought as Uttle of the water between 
" this and Bengal. He grieved to leave 
*< US, but it was a duty i he would have 
«' taken us mth him had it been pof- 
** fible. He has been gone two years, 
<^ and I fear another will not bring 
« him back.'* — " His conduft is very 
♦« noble/' faid Aubrey. ** No wonder/* 
VOL, III. I replied 
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replied ibe, '^ for he is in every thing a 
^* noble fellow/* 

The unaffected (lyle> and evident (in- 
verity of this eulogy, more than atoned 
in the minds of the Aubreys for the 
'breach of that cufton) which prohibits 
the commendation of near relations ; it 
-exalted her. But Mrs. Cambridge was 
not ignorant of the cuftom. ** Forgive 
•' me/* faid (he, -** your o%(ervation 
" drew from me the fcntiment of my 
«« heart, but do not therefore think us 
" felf-praifcrs.** — " Nothing is eafier,** 
feid Mrs. Aubrey, *' than to diftinguilh 
" between vaiin-glory and the natural 
** amiable impulfeof the foul. I (hould 
^* be forry to have loft this inftance of 
" the latter.*' — " If he live to return,** 
replied Mrs. Cambridge, elated by this 
fcntiment, " you will find him fully 
^'juftifying it.*^ — "We mifs hiin very 
" much," added Mifs Cambridge, *' he 

"has 
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^^ has feen a great deal of the world, and 
*^ is fo fcnablc and fo checrfuU** This 
effuHon of the daughter's was no lefs 
pleaQng than that of the wifc^ and its 
efFc£t was very vifible in the counte- 
nances of the Aubreys. ** Were you 
** abroad with your papa ?'* fai < Arthu- 
rina to Mary Ann. *^ Yes/* flic re- 
plied, " we were in Bengal near three 
** years when we were very young, but 
'' he did not like that we (hould grow 
*' up in India, and mamma brought us 
« honie/'~<^ Dear T* cried Emily, " it 
** muft have been dreadful to parti"— 
*« It was indeed, Mifs Aubrey,'* faid 
Mrs. Cambridge, ** and particularly as 
" there was a mifunderftanding between 
'* the government and one of the moft 
" powerful Nabobs of the country. It 
^* foon after broke out into hoftiliiies, in 
'* the courfe of which Captain Cam- 
" bridge received a woundj by which he 
,12 *< loft 
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" loft an arm. This misfortune» Tiow* 
** ever, rcftorcd him to usthefooncr: 
•* wc were not above eighteen months 
'*• home before he rejoined us, and was 
** put upon half- pay. Wc then lived 
^ in France for fome time, 'till iithericiog 
" from one relation a fmall piece of 
^f land in this village, and receiving a 
<< legacy in confequence of the will of 
<^ another, he determined to fettle here« 
*' He built the hot^fc wc live in, and 
^ laid out our Uttlc garden himfelf."— 
^* I wifh he would come back,'' cried 
Arthur-William, who was a phyfiog- 
nomift ' by nature, and perceived ia 
the faces of the Cambridges the at- 
taching lines of affedtion. ^* He 
«* will, my love, by and by," faid Mrs. 
Cambridge, putting out her hand with 
a fmile to Arthur- William, who ran and 
fhook hands with her. " You talk 
«^ French then^" faid Emily to Mils 

Cambridge. 
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Cambridge. " Wc have no opportu- 
•• nity," replied (he, ** to talk here ; but 
**' wc ftrivc to keep it up among oup- 
" felvesy-topleafe my father, who wiOies 
•* that we (hould not lofc what we 
" learned abroad/'—'*- Docs not Mifs 

" Spicer fpeak French ?" faid Mrs. 
Aubrey.^ ^ We have heard that Ihe 
" does,'^ replied Mils Cambridge, ** but 
^ flie has not been here above fix weeks,^ 
'* and wc have met her only twice.'* — 
« They fay/^ cried Arthur, « that (he 
** is very accompH(hed.*'— " We have 
^ heard fo/' faid^ Mife Gambridge^ 
^ and particularly that (he exoel^ ir^ 
^^ mu(ic J but wc arc no- judges, if wc 
<«^ had even been- favoured with an op- 
^ portunity of judging^. We have been 
•^- told to expeffc much gratification here 
'*«^in that delightful attainment.*^ — 
«* Wc are all fond of mufic/' faid Mrs. 
Aubrey> ** and cultivate it in confe- 

I 3 «*^ qucocjt 
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«« qucncc with great perfeverancc. I 
«* truft, however, we make it an inho- 
*• cent purfuir, by not neglcfting more 
«' material ones for it ; for however rated 
*^ it may be as an accomplilhment, it 
•' can only be valuable as an amufe- 
" mcnt. As fuch alon€ we eftccm it^ 
" and as fuch it affords a pureplcafurci 
/* biK as an accompUlhment it certainly 
** dots not dcfcrve thc place it Iwlds in 
*' focicty." — *« Accompli(hmcnts/' faid 
Jikubrey, who inftantly perceived and 
accorded with his wife's de&gn, '^ which 
" depend on the acutenefs of the fcnfcs, 
«« rank far beneath the loweft intellec- 
«* tual attainments. , Moral rcafonings 
*Vimpreffcd upon the mind; an ae- 
" quaintancc with the appearances of 
** nature^with the hiftory of nations and 
•* diftinguifhcd perfons, with the divcr- 
*' fions, cuftoms, and manners of the 
« world i a turn for poetry^ a knowledge 
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** of languages ; even reading and wri- 
ring well, are furely infinitely more 
valuable chan mufic and danciDg^which 
arc fo highly appreciated. The whole 
merit of thcfe confiflis in the poffcflton 
" of a good eye, a good car, and fiipple 
" limbs I whoever inherits fiich perfon.il 
^ qualititf& ftom nature, will be eaflly 
^ made proficlenits acrordingty : but in* 
•** telleiSfcual accomplifhmenrs. require a 
^ unioa of fuperior faculties with in- 
'< duftry^ and give a higher relifh to 
*^ focitty^ It is laugbaUe to obfcrve: 
**^ the effcfta of tht rage for teaching 
** nlufic-j car or no . car> voice or no 
"** voice^ every Mife muft phy and fing 
^ ro the total obftruAion of all conver* 
*' facion, and generally tathe dire annoy-^ 
*' ance of every ear tuned to harmony. 
** Who would not rather be able to re- 
*' peat a fine poem, and to enjoy its 
•* beauties, than to play the finell fonaca 

14 •* chat 
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** that ever was compofcd ?" Mrsw 
Cambridge looked at her daughters with 
a pleafure (he thought underftood alone 
by theiPj, but without aflbnting- or diC- 
fenting to Aubrey's remarks^ (he faid 
that neither (he nor her daughtei^ had 
any (kill in thefcience of mufic^ but that it 
was always a* great gratification to tbeoii 
and (he thought it a defirable iccom* 
pli(hment. 

Aubrey dwck on the fuperiority of 
books and rational converfacionj and^ 
^ with the help of Mrs. Aubrey, imper* 
cepttUy drew forth the talents of the 
Mifs CatnbridgeSi whole converfation 
became extremely intercOiogt and far 
exceeded theexpeftatioaof the Aiibreya. 
. They were not only well vcrfcd in the 
works of Pope^ Thomfon, Gray, and 
Goldfmithy but fpoke with delight and 
intelligence of many parts of Paradife 
Lo(l, a favourite of their father's, who 

toolc 
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took great pleafure in the fublimc battles 
between the angels and the devil?.. They 
Quoted fomc o£ the moft beautiful 
puflages of Shakfpeare,. and fupported 
their remarks by allufions to the fcnti- 
ments of celebrated authors ; but thefe 
were made without the flighted degree 
of pedantry, as arifing from the intereft 
of the fubjedtand a lively recoUeftion,, 
and^ had not the flighteft appearance of 
an zSed'cd diTplay of a little learning. 
Some obfervations on the concluding, 
ftanzasofthe celebrated Odes of Dryden 
andPope^ refpe Aing the diiFerent efiefts 
attributed by them to the powers of the 
divine inventrcfs of the oi^n,. again led 
tJ t he fubje£k of mufic. It was agreed 
to confirm the general preference given) 
to Dryden's performance^ becauie. it h^d. 
been juftly faid, . chat <^ the paflions ex« 
cited by him are the pleafurea and pains 
of real life^ whereas the fccne. of Pope 

15 was 
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was laid in imaginary cxiftcncc ; Pope 
was read wiih calm acquiefccnce, Dry- 
dcn with delight ; Pope hung upon the 
car, and Dryden found the paflcs of the 
mind ;'* but Mifs Cambridge thought 
that there was no paflagein Dryden's to 
compare with the picture given to the 
mind by thcfe lines : 

When tb« fuU organ joins the tonefttl choir 

Immortal powers incline their ear : 
Borne on the fwelling notes our fouls afpire^ 
While folemn airs improve the facred fire j 
And angels lean from heaven to hear. 

** True,'* faid Aubrey, " but was not 
<< the hint uken from the other ode i 

<* She drew an angel down.'* 

«« It may be,*' replied fhe,^ " but does 
" that give fo divine an idea as angels 
«* leaning from heaven to hear .?"•-»«< I 
" think with you, Mifs Cambridge,'* 

faid 
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faki Mrs. A^jbrey, " chat the rnclining 
^ of a celeftial hod is not matched, 
*• and that the invention of the vocal 
*' frame is more honoured by it, than 
" by the defccnt of a fiogle angel/*-— 
" It was an obvious thought too/' ob- 
fervcd Mrs. Cambridge; " for it 
^ fecms naturally fuggeftcd by facrcd 
" fongs accompanied on the organi 
which, when well played, almoft gives 
an idea beyond ihatof liftcning.. The 
** founds of tte inftrument being vocal, 
** it requires no very great ftretch of 
'* imagination to fuppofe the heavenly 
*' choir joining in the anthem."— " The 
** idea is fublime,** faid Aubrey, " and 
<< if it could be generally difFufed during 
<^ an oratorio, would heighten the glow 
<^ produced by the grand chorufes of 
*«^ Handel.?* Here the fubjeft turning 
upon the voice, from Drydcn's defcrib- 

ing the organ as a vocal frame, Aubrey 

I 6 declared 
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declared a decided preference to the 
human voice above all inftruments, and 
afked Mrs, Cambridge if the Mife 
Cambrid^^es fung. She faid that they 
had never learned any kind of muGc, 
but that they had a good ear, and their 
voices had been fometimes niuch praifed^ 
She did not pretend to be a judge, but 
to her they fccmcd very fwect. This 
produced a requcfl: which was accorded 
without hefitation, and the Aubreys 
were charmed to hear the (ifters fing 
together, not only in very melodious 
tones, but whh juft harmony. In re- 
turn, Emily and Arthurina fung to the 
pianO'fortej accompanied by Arthur's 
violoncellos after which Mrs. Cam« 
bridge, hoviever delighted, recoUefted 
that Ihe had far exceeded the limits of a 
firfl: call of ceremony ; and, having ex- 
prefied her pleafure, and ftayed till her 
daughters had given way to their rapturcj 
. . rofe 
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rofe to go, begging Mrs. Aubrey to 
fey the blame of her long viHc on chofc 
who had been the caufe of her forgetting, 
time. Emily and Arthurina Ihook 
hands in a fiiendly manner with the 
lifters, and the whok family,, thoiighdefe 
of ceremony>, accompanied the. Cj^m- 
bridges to the door, where they parted 
with fmiles, and. mutual aflTurances of a 
dcfire to cultivate a friendfhip. The 
Aubreys returned to^ the (itting'-roofn^ 
overflowing with the praifes of thefe 
vell'e?wugb, unaccon^tijbed young wo- 
men, and their amiable nu>then 
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CHAPTER XXXIIL 

Refolutiom dependmg on the Will of others* 
feldom eajily executed, Vijitt from more of 
the Spicer Family, Emphatic Looh and 
Cecijbeos, A Party to Warwick A Con^ 
verfaxione and Concert at Spicer -FUtlU The 
Danger of Envy and Stiff Stays together. 

The vifjts received by the Aubrcyj^ 
were all returned,, and in the ufual pro-- 

grefs of time the family were eftablifhed 
on an agreeable and eafy footing with 
the inhabitants of Mariton and the 
neighbouring places. They never once 
thought of the Dirks, the Vultures, or 
the Grinaways, who had feats at different 
and diftant parts of the country, but,, 
according to their ufual characters, en* 

joyed 
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joyed time as it paflTed, innocently, and 
doing all the good in their power. Au- 
brey, adhering to the refolutions he had 
formed, not only vifited the rich, but 
every clafs of his parifliioners, on ihc 
principle of duty. Among the former, 
however, he foon found the pales of in- 
dependence, and the barriers of habit 
oppofed to all his defigns of admonition. 
His r^igion was repelled to the deflc 
and the pulpit; there he was attended 
to and admired; but at table, and in 
company, he found that he muft be Mr. 
Aubrey, or the parfon; courted for 
feftive qualities, or quizzed for fanftity. 
Among the lower X)rders he found a 
fpirit of metaphyQcal and political en- 
quiry* combined with a warped imagi- 
nation and a dcfeftivc logic, the off-- 
fprings of debating clubs edablifhed at 
Loughborough and other towns, that 
no lefs fenced off in private the moral 

and 
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and rdigious interference of the roiniftef, 
and penned up his miniftry wjthin the 
walls of his ohurch^ which on various 
motives was con(br»tly attended by moft 
of the inhabitants, Ajubrey, however, 
determined noxto be difcouraged, for as 
Rome was not buih in a day, neither 
was Mariton to be riiadc another McK 
ford without tirpe, and the influence of 
fuch a miniftry as that of the Greys* 

Meanwhile^, in the focial civilities of 

their neighbours,, the family found fuf* 

ficicnt rcfources of variety, when, they 

left their ftudies,, and were difpofed for 

company. By fome they were aitraftcd 

marc than by others^ according to the 

approximating degrees of the mental 

affinities. With none were they inclined 

to unite more completely than with the 

Cambridges ;. yet though, when they met, 

the attraction Teemed mutual i the fteady 

adherence of Mrs. Cambridge to tbo 



rules 
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rutes (ht had laid down on parting with 
her hufbandj was an obftruftion to fre* 
quent vifits. The Aubreys loved the 
Cambridges more»^ and faw them Icfs^ 
than any other of their neighbours. Nor 
were the Spicers at firft very ardent 
vifitors. When Emily and Archurina 
returned Mifs SjHcer's vifit (he was not 
at home, and it was fM a fortnight after 
before either her father or mother ap^ 
peered at the parfonage. 

On the arrivalj however^ of CoL Bob 
Spicerj who, on hearing of the beauty 
sihd accomplifhments of Emily Aubrey 
from fome of the inhabitants, wifbed to 
form an intimacy between the families^ 
Mr. and Mrs. Spicer had- feparately on 
the fame morning calkd. Mr.'Spiccr 
was neither taU nor fliorf, but fquarc 
built, and inclined to corpulency. His. 

countenance, in fpitc of an habitual,, hy- 
pocritical 



pocricical fmilc, was ex{>r€(five of a ttir- 
bulenc fpirity and a deQgning foul > his> 
eyes rolled frotn fide to fide when he 
fpoke> as if the motion of cbem were 
ncceiTary to fecure his ideas, and afiift iit 
giving them biith> and bis under lip^, 
of a di^roportiohed magnitude, bang, 
cufliioned on bis cbin^ Ttoough igno- 
rant of aloioft every ihing but tbe bofi— 
nefs by wbicb be made his fortune,, be 
had a great ambition to be confidered as> 
a man of very fuperior incelled, which 
kd him to a coi^ceit that be gofieflbd 
eloquence enoqgh to gain the adcntr 
ration of country peOpki though bis a^ 
tempcs never faikd to «xpofc his ^ao^ 
ranee, and render him ridiCiiloi«*. He 
was of too muth importance to make a 
long vifics be converted on wool and. 
cloths vvich Mrs. Aubrey, on tolls and 
highways wirh Aubrey, took no notice of 

an]^ 
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any other pcrfon b the family, and left 
them in a hurry to attend a vcftry oft 
bufinefs relative to pariih rates. 

Mrs. Spiccr was of a very difTinoilar 
charade r, except in the conceit of fupe- 
rior parts ; but then the ob}e£b of it 
were of a difFere^nt nature from thofe 
of her hulband's : fine writing, poeiry» 
CorreA: prononctatton^ eai{^aric words^ 
accompanied by emphatic look9, French 
and Italian, and an independent tafte for 
drawing and tmjRc^ though (he neither 
drew nor played, were the accodip)i(b 
ments on which ftie prided herfelf. This 
pride was ftill exceeded by perfonal 
vanity. Her perfon vied wkh that of 
her daughter in tightnefs and abrupt 
protuberances, but on a much larger 
fcalc. The features of her face were 
ill affortcd : (he had a fmall nofe be- 
tween large cheeks, and thin lips with 
a wide mouth, which never opened over 

Icfs 
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Itfs than the whole of the upper gum^ 
but the natural effeA of thefe deformicies 
was confiderably counteraded by her 
eyes^ which were good both in (hape and 
colour^ and>. like her daughter's teetn^ 
were to common obfcrvers. a fufiicient 
pafiport for the lady's pretenfions* What 
however mofl: diftinguifiied Mrs. Spicer 
in her own opinion from, the vulgar 
herd, were the acuteneft of her feeU 
tngs^ and the delicacy of her fentiments, 
and (he had always confequently her 
mental attachments ; one particular per* 
fon« in her confidence on all topics of 
the foul, with whom* alone ihe coin^ 
•^erced by emphatic looks in comptoy,. 
hkixdi in private by the uninterrupted fiow 
of congenial thought in cxprrflivc lan- 
guage. Of thcfe attachments Mrs*. 
Spicer had had many,, but never more 
than one at a time^ except once, and 
finding it incorapatibJc, (he gave up one 

oL 



mdF them. The ufual changes of thefe 
particular friends were produced by fotnc 
capricious interference of her huiband, 
Ibme unexpefted deteAion of a diffimi* 
larity of ientiaient^ or fome offer of a 
more agreeable eecifbeo, for the honour 
of whtch'office there had been more thaa 

one conteft s but whether thefe arofe from 
admir&tioii of the hdy, or of the valu- 
able prefents flie was known to make to 
her bofotn companions, was neverclearljr 
decided, Mr. Gofling was her prcfenc 
eommercer. She brought him with her 
from London the year before^ while 
Mifs Spicer was at fchool, and with 
whom he managed alfo to keep upon 

good terms i his praifes being liberally 
beftowed upon licr, with Mrs. Spicer's 
confentj who> far from being jealous of . 
her daughter's perfcftions, was proud 
of them, as being chiefly derived 
from herfelf Gofling was a fimple, 

good- 
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good-tempered fellow, refolved not to 
make enemies, and generally fuccef&ful 
in making friends, by combining with 
inferior abilities the habit of praifing 
with fome Ikill. He was laughed at 
and liked. When Mrs. Spicer paid 
ker firft vilit at the parfonage he at- 
tended her, and aftonifbcd the Aubreys 
by the pcrfcvcrancc with which he re- 
turned her emphatic looks, during the 
fhort convtrfation that took place, in 
which (he diiplayed the (tores of her 
mind. Having had all, or moft of the 
talk to her&lf, (he went away highly 
plcafcd with the Aubreys, who the very 
next morning received cards of invita- 
tion to* a tonverjazione that day week, to 
be followed by a concert. 

Scarcely was the aofwcr accepting the 
invitation written, when an agreeable 
voice finging was heard in the ball> and 
ifnmediatejy after Col. Spicer was an- 
nounced. 
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nounced. He did not give over fing* 
ing till he was quite in the room. . He 
was a litde well-made man, and his 
countenance would have been a pleafiog 
^one^ had it not been for a certain arch-^ 
nets he invariably fported in his left eye^ 
the corner of which was for ever on n 
half wink, whik a feemingly Qgnifkant 
fmile perieveri^ in pofleiBon of the 
-correfppndent coraer of his mouch, and 
for the beard ltd on each fide of his 
face, defending in whifkers, and dimi«^ 
nifhtng as they deicended, from an inch 
in breadch to a point almoft reaching 
his chin. He was dreflfed in a plain 
green frock, cut off behind in the utmoft 
extravagance of the falhion, while a ftifF 
cape almoft towered above his powdered 
head. Over three diftind underwaift* 
coats he wore one of bu(F cafimcre, the 
bottom of which met the top of his 
buckfkin breeches acro& his cheft. His 

buckflcins 
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buCkikins buttoned over the calves ef 
his legs, the reft of which was covered 
with a flefh-coloured filk ftocking^ and 
a flipper tied with a ftring for a (hot » 
a round hpt and whip in his hand, and a 
quizzing gla& fufpendcd to his neck b]r 
a black ribbon, and bobbing about on 
his leather waiftband, coispleted the 
perfon of the Right* i^osiourable Bob 
Spicen H« faluced the Aubreys with 
the Spicer nod^ and addrefled them with 
all the familiarity of old acquaintancCi 
ogling Emily and her mother by turns, 
and not knowing on which to beftow 
itie greater (hare of what admiration he 
had to fpare from himfelf. He talked of 
their drcfs, of their rofeate health, of the 
report he had received of their voices* 
and fung them an airy French fong. 
«* yive la bagatelle /" cried he in con- 
cluding it, then added, addrefling £mil7 
•P-" La divine Emilie parle Francois— 

n'cft 
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n'cft ce pas ?" Emily fmiled, and with 
a bow declined entering into convcrfa- 
tion in French, He then aflced her" to 
join in a duct with him, and mentioned 
feveral French ones ; but all finging was 
avoided by the Aubreys, who, though 
his voice was fwcct, were determined 
not to feed his vanity. Not to offend 

him, however, Mrs. Aubrey promifcd 
to join in a duet with him at Mrs. 
Spicer's concert. He thanked her with 
a leer, and turning fuddenly to Arthur, 
(aid, *' There will be a good (how of 
" pretty faces onThurfday at Warwick, 
•* I have juft had a letter that tells me 
** great preparations are making for the 
« county ball— i will you go ?— come, 
** what fay you ? — I am going— we will 
** come back the very next day if you 
« like it/' Though Arthur wilhed to 
fee Warwick, and liked the propofal 
VOL. iir. K much. 
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much, yet he did oot think that Aubrey 
would approve his going as the com- 
panion of the propofer. ** I thank yoUj 
•* Colonel/* faid he, *« but I am too 
i< much engaged this week to accept 
^ the pleafure you offer.'' Colonel 
Spicer then applied to Aubrey, and 
iaid that Mr. Rowley was going, and 
that they (hould be very glad of 
Arthur's company. The mention of 
an amiable young man, living near 
Maritopj of whom Aubrey had a 
good opinion, removed the objection he 
^It to his Ton's going, and determining 
beforehand to fpeak to Mr. Rowley^ 
be told Arthur that he had better take 
the opportunity of feeing Warwick and 
the company* This removing the only 
otyeAion Arthur had* it was refolved 
that he Ihould accompany Mr. Rowley 
and Col. SjHcer tp Warwick s and 

the 
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the latter, after ftrutting feverai times 
About the room in a familiar way, took 
his leave. 

*' Is thiS)" exclaimed Emily, as (boa 
9s he was gone, <' is this tht Ri^hl 
*< Honourable all-accomplifhed Bob 
*' Spicer J*'-^'* There is great fri^olttjr 
** in his appearance/' faid Aubrey, "fa« 
'' he is young ; let us hope he titay id^ 
<« prove/'—'* To be fure," obfcrwd 
Mrs. Aubrey, ^' there U no lengcH 
5' to which hope may not carry us.'*—* 

«• He fmeit very fwect/' faid Arthur<> 
William. 'This created a laugh, and 
Arthurina taking the little fellow by 
the hand, ran with him into the garden^ 
whither they were followed by the reft 
of the family. The next day, which 
was Tuefday, Aubrey faw Mr. Rdwley^ 
and begged his attention to Arthur in 
their jaunt to Warwick. At it #aa A 
town famous in aneient ftory,. he wifhed 

K a thtft 
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that the party Ihould not merely go to 
the ball and batk the day after, and 
therefore propofcd that they (hould go 
over on Wednefday and day till Satur- 
day. This was agreed to, and Arthur, 
on quitting Mariton, for the firft time of 
bis life, found himfelf from under the 
immediate guidance of his father. The 
whole family faw him depart with plea- 
fure, becaufe they knew it was to give 
him pleafure, and his fifters would have 
been glad to go to the ball with him, 
though they were aware, that neither of 
them was yet old enough to appear at a 
public aflembly. In the abfence of their 
brother, the girls took a delight in droll* 
ing daily on the Warwick road, and talk- 
ing of him i and on Saturday afcernooiij 
they went on in hopes of meeting him (b 
far, that returning they were benightedj 
and walked full half an hour in the dark 
before they reached home. It was for- 
tunate 



AUBREY. 19/ 

lunate for the family, that Mr Rowley 
was with Archur, as it faved them much 
pain, when it appeared, that the party 
prolonged their (lay. Sunday paSed> 
and Monday, the day fixed for Mrs. 
Spiccr's concert, yet none of them 
appeared 5 but Aubrey fully depended on 
Mr. Rowley, and was not uneafy. 

In the evening he attended Mrs. Au- 
brey, Emily, and Arthurina, who were 
dreffcd with great tafte, to Spicer-Hall» 
After afcehding a handfome ftaircafe^ 
they went forward into an ancichafnber, 
where a footman was ftationed to an- 
nounce the names of the company. He 
opened the door to the right, and after- 
ed Aubrey and the ladies into the draw- 
ing-^room with the ufual ceremonies. 
-Mrs. Spicer, feated at the top of the 
room with two of her xnoft intimate 
friends from Loughborough, on a large 
elegant fopha, waited till the Aubreys 

K 3 came 
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came op clofc to her before flic rofc, 
which at laft fhe did> in what ihe thought 
a graceful zigzag, making two fides of 
an angle up, and, without (lopping, the 
fame two fidea of an angle downj beg* 
giog at the fame time with a gracioua 
fmilc, that they would take their feats. 
They accordingly bowed and filed off! 
As thay were not latc» their chairs were 
not very iar from the fopha. By degrees: 
the room fiilcd>, and the Aubreys fat in 
ccnftant expeftation of the comme-nce* 
mem of the promifed coaverfation. For 
half an haur, nothing pafiied but an inter* 
change ^ fahicacion, and then tea was 
haA^ed romnd : the gentlemen' flood ta« 
gethcr In the middle of the floor difcuf* 
fu9g markets, partCh afiairs, and country 
banks;, the ladaes fiit, feme m fiknt ob- 
fervation, fome talking with thofe next 
to them. The mafter of the houfe was 
not prcftnti; Aubrey found afterwards, 

that 
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that he never DVduld attend his wife'* 
Gotcrics, which were always the fource of 
iM^humour, contention, and violence be* 
twcen them : the Colonel was at War- 
wick ; and the hotioui'aWe Rlly Spiceri 
with Mf » GofKrtg fdr an aM-de-^camp^ 
was the only matter of thd c^remonies^. 
&lly Mved with hisfether tdbc his fccri^ 
tary and keep his books, and> ts be hid 
greait hopes in hts confidefatton, he gcht* 
H\\y, ^hen there "^as aAy variance be« 
tween his father and mother, fided witK 
the former, in his f)refence ; but other- 
wife, he was always fubfervicirt to thd 
fetter,, who accordingly, made every al- 
lowance for the prudence of her fori; 
While Mr-Gofling's attentions wer<* paid 
to- the fopha,, Billy Spicer, though dtU 
tiainly his legs were lefs formed than Gdf- 
Hng's for parading a drawing-roonl, 
wailked round the circle of ladies to i(k 
if the tea were properly fcrved. 

K 4 la 
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In this manner was the conver/azione 
conduced for an hour and a half while 
the company fipped tea« till ac length a 
general laugh among the gentlemen^ 
roufed a general curiofity among the la- 
dies, and Mrs. Spicer railing her voice^ 
called out, '< Do, let us have that : we 
«* mud have that"— on which,, filence 
enfuing, one of the gentlemen addrcffing 
Mrs. Spicer, faid : " Madam, we were 
'< talking of the evil arifing from country 
** banks, and I believe the fubjeft was fully 
** exhauftcd, when I told the following 
" anecdote which occurred the other day 
•• at Leiccftcr. Old Pockett, the banker, 
'* has long been in the pradice of taking 
<' fixpence in the pound for paying mo. 
'* ney for drafts, if the payment were 
'^ demanded in ca(h, or notes of the bank 
'< of England ; but no dedudion was ex- 
«' peAed, if his own notes were taken. 
** A poor man from a diftant part of the 

" country. 
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*' country^ who had received a draft on 
'* Pockettj not liking country notesj re* 
'^ quelled to be paid in ca(b, or Bank of 
£ngland paper. He was told the cuf^ 
tom^ againft which he protefted^ plead* 
^* ing his circumftanccs, and urging^ that 
*' where he lived, he might find a 
** difficulty in pafllng private notes. Ic 
*^ was in vain for him to reafbn, or ap^ 
" peal to old Pockett's feelings— Pockett 
** had never known any thing gained by 
*' reafon or feelings, but he was very 
" fenfible of the value of a good cuftom, 
<' and he afTured the poor man, that it 
*' was impoflible for him to break 
«* through it. On this> the man was 
*^ angry, but (landing, a few minutes to 
<< confider, he bethought himlelf^ and 
"faid— "Well, iflmuft, I muftj I 
•« can't afford any dcdudlion, fo let mc 
*« have your own notes."-— The full 
^amount of the draft was immediately 

K 5; " paid 
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^ paid to him in Pockctt's not^st, and 
•* he was made to write a receipt- on riic 
** back of it. Inftead of withdrawing, 
** he ftood fome time fmilfng, and look- 
^* ing alternately at the paper, and at the 
•* old banker, who at length afl&ed him, 
« why he did not go."—" Why, look 
•« yej Mafter ' Pbckett," ftid the man, 
•• thefe arc all your notes, true enough — 
*' I have examine'd every oneof them?— 
•* you won't deny it, F am furr, for you 
** are an honcft man, Mafttr Pockctt— 
" there they arc, I preftnt them for pay- 
^ ment, refufc me the cafh for them, if 
•* you dare." The company laughed 
heartily at the mifer's dilemma, and re* 
joiced that he was outwitted. After 
which, Mr. Gofling caught the interval 
of filence that fucceeded to inform them, 
that he had been foliciting Mrs. Spicer to 
favour them with reading fome favour- 
ice piecej and hoped, that he Ihould be 

generally 
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generally fccondcdw •* Oh I praj^, Mrs. 

•^Spicer— Oh! pfay, Mrs. Spicet/'; 
was hcafrd from cvcfy q^artci*. 

As htr converjaziones included' read-* 
ings^che lady was not difficult on the oc- 
cafion^;. (he bowed affe£tedly^.and (aying^^ 
^ fince you will have it fo/' took from* 
undet one of the bolfters of the'fopha, x 
thinbook^ elegantly bound iri red itto- 
rocco, and opening it at tYit. place- 
nlar'ked^ faid flie would read thd much. 
admired poem of John Gilpini whith? 

(he prefaced with fon^e remarks on the 
difierent manner in which (he had heard* 
ft fead in town.^ She thert began, and? 
went through the uA^tunate ballad,, 
acooidibg to her own ideas of ^ik>{^ietyy 
fomerimes flow and pompoufly, fon!^-* 
times ^Hoping vfriS^ Joimny, mifphcin^ 
ftops,' accents, and emphafes,. and at 
every verfe,: exchanging emphatic looks' 
with' Gofling. At fiv fty the Aubreys feib 

K. 6 for 
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for her ; but as flic proceeded, Jhe be- 
came fo truly ridiculous, that they could 
not help enjoying the farce. Her own 
confcioufncfs, however,— fo uncertain a 
thing is confcioufnefs !— far from whif* 
pering that fome of her hearers, either 
pitied or laughed at her, fully confirmed 
the admiring interjeftions of the dear 
Gofling> and the extorted applaufe of ci« 
vilicy. She gave time for the company 
to interchange their remarks^ and then 
requcfted fome lady or gentleman to 
oblige her with the perufal of a favourite 
morceau. This being univerfally de- 
clined, flie regretted, that Italian was 
not generally underftood, as (he fliould 
have had great pleafurc in reading to the 
company, one of the fweeteft pieces ever 
compofed. Mr. Coding aflured her, 
that the company regretted the lofs, and 
the converfation then turned, among 
thofe who underftood any thing of it» 

upon 
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upon the fweetnefs of the Italian pronun- 
Clarion, and thofe who did not underftand 
it, were informed, that every word ended 
with a vowel, *• Then/* faid Mrs, Spi- 
cer, ** the certainty of the pronuncia- 
'* tionj fo much fuperior in that refpetft 
<^ to our tongue. By the way^ Mr». 
<< Aubrey, I wonder to find you in the 
^' pulpit pronouncing the word know- 
<« ledge, noUege. Why do you not 
*< adopt the clerical mode of fpeaking 
V* it ?"— One reafon, Madam>" replied 
Aubrey, " is, becaufc it is clerical. I 
" know no right that the clergy have to 
•' depart from the eftabliftied rules of 
<' pronunciation. It is an innovation of a 
<' few years (landing, arifing from an af« 
«^ fefled nicety of correaion,and I am forry 
<' that it is more general among the clergy 
<' than among any other body of men i 
" for, not only the genius of the EngliQi. 
^^ language requires it to be fimpliBed in 

« its 
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^ its found like other words of the fame* 
•< nature^ but the clerical mode of pri»- 
^' nouncing it is pedantic and eoarfe on- 
^ the tzr ', nothing but the aptttixie of 
•* running into imitation, eould ha^c led- 
•* ftich numbers to folio vt an example iti 
^'a (bund fo unmelodiou^. Arfcord- 
^* ingly, you fihd it adopted, only where 
** a (how of learning is aimed at s but^. 
^ among ikit higher claflfcs' of extempore 
•• fpe^kcfrsy and among the lower clafles* 
•'of fociety who arc led by their car, the 
•• word takes it^ natural found.'*^—" Nac,. 
*» Maifter Aubrey,'* faid a Scotch gen- 
tleman^ ^ I canna agree wi ye, for we 
^ awwaife caw it fe^wledge i* the North |. 
^ and in gude troth, it daes na foond fae 
** very unmufical to my ear/*—'' I did 
*• not fay^ it was not Scotch,"^ replied 
Aubrey, *' but that it is not Englifh i 
^^'aifd habit, wHofe influence is urtiver- 
•^ fafl, itlay render harfli founds pteafing." 

— « But, 
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^-^'^ 'Antf SWy hoo is'c you can^ mskoor 
*^ to chaiigc knoz^ imo nolV*^^^^ As we* 
•* aaake our/' faid Aubrey, •* coxharrge' 
^^ fort into y5?r, i&a into ir^4 and many 
^ more. The Scotch fay, foreht^A^ 
<* atod i&^liday, a6 wcU 3& ib^^o^led^ ;/ 
•' but> as the clergy da net fccnl to have* 
<* an/' mdinatioA to^ adopt thefe founds 
** frona the Norfh, I hope they will gra-^ 
^' dually dcfift from that which they have 
<« adopted/'—*' You will allow," faid 
Mrs* Spiccr, '* that it is grander to the 
«* car/' — " No, indeed, . Madam^" re^ 
plied he^ *' I cannot > unlcfs' it be tbat^ 
«* kind of grandeur which is out of naf 
'« turc/* Here M»s. Spicer exchanged 
emphatic looks with the dear Gofling*— n 
/* Your calling thisr erTor clerical," pro»% 
iceeded Aubrey, '< brings to my mind> 
^* that 1 not long fince heard a man, and 
*' he was a teacher of languages €oo,,ull& 
** oit\i<&,L9ndm p:(mm$ia$kn,zniSk<ixford 
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^< pronunciation as concradiftinguifhed^ 
<< and he inftanced it in the word nafak 
« Oxford/ faid he, * has it nafal^ with 
' the hilling found of /, whereas, Lon- 
' don fays naxaU^ He was angry that 
<^ I doubted of the error being general at 
" Oxford, and from ftating *the faft, he 
^* patronized the fault, on which I con* 
** tented myfelf with afluring him, that 
" the Cantabs were better orthoepifts."— - 
«* Hoot," faid the Scotch gentleman," 
** orthoepy is the very loweft of aw the 
'< fciences, and beneath the attention of 
" men of learning aw together : it*s a 
** mere buznis of foons^ a mere maiter 
*« of moonfliine* What fignifees what 
" a (hell is, guin the kairnat be good/'— 
«* Indeed," replied Aubrey, " I am no 

** fuch verbal ftickler as to break fqiiares 
«* with any man for his pronunciation ; 
«• but, I certainly do not think it un- 
^\ worthy the attention of the moft learn- 

«edj 
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^* cd f and you cannot but know, Sir^ 
*' chat at all times the mod learned have 
'' been folicitousto pronounce well^ and 
^' to eftablifli a ftandard for their Ian* 
*' guage. The profody of the Greeks 
*' and Romans^ was invariably fixed on 
*^ rule; which have defcended to us> and 
*^ are in the hands of every fchool-bpy 1 
*^ and though we are ignorant of their 
^' accent, we cannot doubt that it waa 
<^ regular and uniform. The Italians 
" and French have (hown their attention 
** to the ftability of their pronunciation, 
«* and no. polite nation feels itfelf above 
'^ this care but the Englifli : our words 
** are conftantly changing both their 
** found and fcnfc. As for the word 
** knowledge, I really believe it will reco- 
** ver itfelf, in fpite of the Epifcopal au- 
** thoritics, which at prcfcnt maintain it 
•' in the pulpit j but I fear the word 
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•• $blige^^ v/ill not be fo eafily rctricvtcK 
•* There is no fuch found in the Englifli 
^ hnguage as eige with the long i, and 
" the found ofctleigef, is yery grating 
^ to the ear. Ic is one of the compa^ 
** ntoni in a daft odMrde^ #her6 ntum6 
" hafs dh-eftcd our tongue fe the prefer- 
*' vatioA of the original accent, the eat 
^ being repugnant to ^ change, ark} tilt 
•• lately, itwasalways pronounced^^fc^^^^j. 
«« by polite fpeakers^-^ 

Dreading e^en fooh^hy flatterers htfie^^ut^ 
And fo obliging that he ne^er obliged. 

^ Nor would Pope, licentious as he was 
*^ in* rhyn^ing, ever have thought of 
•* rhyming eige^ with ^^^^/*— «* Bue,'^ 

• OBleege. 

\ ei, that is, tMong— ^' will not exprefs / loag, 
without explanation, on account of the variety of 
the (bonds of a, 

6id 
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faid Mr. Gofling, <^ what da you fay ed 
«* Lord Chcftcriicld, Mr. Aubrey ? Was 
" not he a police fpeakcr ?***—«'< Ccr* 
** tainly/* replied Aubrey, ^» and I HaVd 
noc a doubt, that he aAvays pronounl'' 
*' ccd the word oUe^ge.**-^^^ What will 
*• you lay of that?" retorting Gdfiiagi 
« Who k to decide the bet ?'' fiird Au-i 
brey, <* he that is corhpetent to decide 
^' th^ beti can decide the qucftion itndM 
•• out the het."~« My Lord birtifelf,*? 
Teplied Gofltng. — " I fee. Sir," faid Aui 
brey, ^< that you have embraced the mif^ 
** take that hasarifen on the (ottn adopted 
*♦ by I^rd Chefterfidd, in his AdWce co^ 
'^ his Sod, to avoid the vulgar mattner 
<* of pronouncing this word amoagft 
*' others ; a cniftake^ which i& tfae itiopa 
*' Ukely to prove fatal,, as it has beeii 
*' adopted and coniirmed by one of ouc 
** late ft and beft orthoepiffs, a man of 
•' talents^ erudition,^ and indefatigable 

" induftry,^ 
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induftryj to whofe labours the public 
arc greatly indebted *. But, in fpite 
" of the cnthufiafm produced by autho- 
•' rity, I am not for erring with Plato : 
•* in my opinion. Lord Cheftcrfield, in 
*' the letter alluded to, meant to damp 
«« vulgarity on the pronunciation of the 
" I long/' • Even his pronunciation of 

* proper words,' fays his Lordfliip« 
fpeaking of a man deBcient in good- 
breeding, * carries the mark of the beaft 

* along wich it. He calls the earth, 
^ yeartbi he is obleiged^ not obliged to 
^ you.' " The letters ei appear to me 

<' CO mark the vulgar long ii for no other 
^^ diphthong fo unequivocally exprefTes 
•* it. Lord Chefterfield was not writing 
** with the precifion of later orthoepifts, 
" and naturally took a diphthong which, 
was fufceptible of the found, as in 



<r 



* Mr. Walker^ author of a Critical Pronoun* 
cing Di^ionary. 

height^ 
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'* height^ though its general found be a^ 
** as in vein* Had he meant the rcvcrfe, 
** would he have paffcd over eCy and />, 
*' to pitch upon ei f impoffible. But a 
*' ftill ftrongcr argument is, that though 

** the letters to his fon were written at lead 
" twenty years before they were pub- 
** lifhed, the alteration of the word did 
*' not b€;gin to take place, till a confi- 
«* dcrable time after his Lordfliip's 
'* death : fo that his Lordfliip's cxam- 
*• pie, if he gave fuch an example, had no 
*^ influence on polite language, though 
** he was univerfally cfteemed one of 
** the moft refined and moft eloquent 
** fpeakers of the age : and notwith- 
*' (landing the concurrent authority of 
" the beft poet of that period, the alter- 
** ation of the proper and original pro- 
** nunciation of the word has been lately 
« begun, on a fuppofed difcovery, that 
'' to mark the found of long ^, fuch a 

3 *^ man 
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^' man as Lord Cbcftcrficld would ufc 

•* the dipthong ei^ rather than ee, or ii. 

^* As the bcft fpeakcrs in parliament, 

*' and the majority of accompliflied per- 

^ ons in the firft circles ftill pcrfcvcrc in 

" the original found, the word has perhaps 

•* fome chance yet, notwithllanding the 

*^ pronunciation againft which Lord Chcfc 

•' ter field I am confident intended to pro* 

•• teft, has been fo widely diffufed, and 

*' though it is even foftered on the ftage»" 

— " There is muckle fenfe in what yog 

*^ noo fay, Maifler Aubrey," faid ih^ 

Scotch gentleman i " for aw the warkj 

♦* maun fay obleege, unlefs they go entire 

" bcfidc ilka rule of polite pronunciation 

«« .-*to be fure, aw the warld maun fay 

^'chleege:' 

This national fupport drew a fmile 
from Aubrey, and created a general 
laugh, in the middle of whigh Colonel 
Spicer in bis riding cloaths, made his ap- 
pearance at the bottom, of the room. 

On 



AUBREY. SIS 

On entering, he raifed his glafs to his eye 
to fee lefs diftmdiy through it the ob- 
Jcds he had fccn perfcdiy well without 
it--.it was therefore no fooner raifed 
than dropped, and he darted forward co 
the Aubreys. The Colonel ^flurcd Ai|* 
brey ofArthur being well, and, with 
Rowley, in good hands, while with his 
arch eye, he bcftowed painful adjnira- 
tion on Emily. ^* He gave me a letter 
for you, which I find I left in another 
coat pocket i but I have cold my man 
^< to open my portmanteau, and bring tc 
^' immediately/* He made earneft apo- 
logies for his drefs, and the latenefs of his 
appearance, declaring, that the latter 
was the caufe of the former, as he was 
too impatient to join the party to lole a 
moment in making his toilette. After 
accounting for leaving Warwick too late 
to be fooner at Mariton, he faid, he mufl 
quit them for a moment, to go and make 

his 
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his apologies to his Lady-Mother and 
the company j then giving them the Spi- 
cer nod^ and mechanically ufing hisglafs^ 
he walked away to the fopha. While he 
was going through the ceremonies that 
drew him from the Aubreys, a fcrvant 
brought in Arthur's letter, which Au- 
brey put into his pocket, to be read at 
home, being doubly fatisfied in Mr. 
Rowley's ftay with his fon, and in the 
Colonel's leaving him. The fervant 
went forward and delivered a meflage to 
Mrs. Spicer, who ordered him to throw 
the doors open -, and ri(ing foon after, 
led the way to the concert- room, which 
was on the oppofite fide of the anti- 
chamber. 

Several profeflional performers were 
tuning their inftruirents to the piano, at 
which fat Mr. Moreton the organift of 
Maritonj for, however partial the Colo- 
nel was tohisfifter Eudoxia in other re- 

fpcfts. 
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fpe^s^ he always preferred baring ^ 
piano under the dtre&ion of Mr. More* 
ton in the crafbea at ^picer-Hall. The 
Colonel had a juft ezr, and foqie tafte ink 
mufic, and for a gendetnan he played 
well on the violoncello. The compai^ 
being feated, a concefto of Haydn's 
was performed, in the cxecytion of 
which there was nothing ib remarJcahle 
as the audiisle couotliig of ttme, the p^r* 
petually recurring one^/wo^ tbree^fouri 
miy two, three y four, of the Honourable 
Billy Spicer, who leaned over his (land 
to keep his eyes (teadily on his book^ 
and worked 0t his tenqr fo Uborioufly 
that big drops bubbled on his temples^ 
and fmall dreams walhed the powder 
from his hair down his cheeks. After 
the concerto. Col. Spiccr put Mrs. 
Aubrey in mind of her promifc to fing. 
a duet wi(h him^ which (he did without 
hefication, to the delight of the whole 
VOL, til, L . company. 



company, NBA Senear ^ixcepted, from 
wbofe boiom tnvj. «ow banilhed ever7 
. degree of pkafuret . and who, like a 
&AiooUmi&p firove lo conceal her pain 
by abrupt giggling. When called upon 
hjf Mit* Aubrey to &your the cpoipany 
mrith a fong» Ihe attempied to <xaife 
' herfel^ even refitting one of Mrs. Spi* 
cer*^ emphatic looks, tiU Col. Spicer 
^entreated flie would fing^^ Angels eyer 
<< bright and fair^'' protefljng^ that ihe 
fung it belter than— Here the Colcmel's 
voice failed, or dropped fo low, tl^t the 
consparifon was lofti but Ae heard 
enough to draw her forth, and flic took 
Mr. Moreton's feat at the piano, requeft- 
ing her brother at the fame time, not to 
let any of the other tnftruments join. 
Accordingly, having the management; of 
the accompaniment eniirely to her(ci^ 
jfiie went through the fong with confi- 
dence and facccfs. She receired great 

appiaufc^ 



applatift,. and parcicularljr ftmn Eteily 
Aubrty^Mi whom flie found herfelf oUi- 
ged to call, in confequence of a Mntfrom 
her brother. Finding h tinaTOtdabie» 
jfhe determined to niorcify faer^ by com- 
pelling her to fing the feng whieb the |t» 
membered that Emily attempted tn vain 
the firft day Ihe fiiw her. She had no 
doobt^ that her vaniqr woidd ^ain in- 
duce her to try ir^ and ihe waa equally 
confident, that ffire wovAi difgrace her* 
fclf. She requefted to hear, « The Sol- 
" dier tired olF Wart Alarms." Emily, 
recoUeding her- fither*s obfer^ation to. 
Arthiir, excufed hcMeir^ till Aubrey per« * 
ceiving the i^ite moWvc of the reqijiell:, 
pre^fed her arm^ feying, " Tf y, fimlly^ 
•« try to oHijge Mifs Spicer ;*' on which 
Ihe confented, and thd delighted E>(i«» 
doxia returned to* her fear, anticipa'thi^ 
her triiimph bver the daughter at leaft; 
£ihily*s ' voted had beeh gradually 

L a gaining 
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gaining ftrength for foaie yt«fs^ and had 
now attained a roundneft^ ^exibiliqrt and 
ciDmpafs, equal to her inother*a« Re^ 
golar jpraftiot bad fo faoitliarized her ear 
to harnwajFt that it ^as iodifftrcot to 
ber, tivhether (he aceompaoitd herfelf 
dr we«e accompanied* ^whether the ac« 
<5oidpammcint were executed <m a fiagle 
inftrument^ or fuppoated by a band» 
aDd knowing Mr. Moretea'a ^taftet 
fhe paid him the compliaEieBt of beg-« 
ging him CO take the piano. ^* ShaU 
«f we all take ,our ptfvts ?'' laid CoU 
Spicer to Emily. The bcautiAil blue 
eyes of Emily taracd lo ter father^ to 
know how far he was inclined to pimKh 
Mifs Spicer, and half afked his mercy ^ 
but he now thought puniihn^nt mercy, 
and he anfwered, ^ By alhnieans Colo- 
«^ nel, the chief beauty of this fong aiilea 
** from the accompanimeats." Better 
attd better, thought Mi(s Spicer, who, 

during 
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ckiring the whole fympbonjTy fat fwcllbg 
with expedattiMi. Tlie lovefy EmUf 
ftaoditig by the piano^ aod facing the 
compaQ.y> fell in with the iaftrutnents 
when they came to the fongit with a juft 
fafte and per£e£L harioMyy and> ihc po^ 
formers keepiog^ oftder her roice, (be 
gave the iirft pact i% ihc fineft ftykw 
Aifianiion and adoiirafMn pmfiaed evfry 
jMVt. EmiiyV £Mni». aod the cwMiatio« 
i^iiHiI firoittJifrcoiinteQaACtSy heig^ea^ 
cd the pleafure flie i^ffcad dirough tht 
MQomp and Mrs^Spioer berCclf coacluded 
€ft» of htr en>phatic looks at Golling 
with an f qiiaUy emphatic bab / at the 
end of the ftcatn. Mcaawhlle, poor £u« 
doxia was fuffcrii^ the agonies of that 
l^flk^n^ which may be ttuly called diaf 
hoiical; as tt was the oiiginof the devil : 
envy had bio^m up its &e in her hearr^ 
and the imespefUd difiipp^ntment fhp 
experienced^, feitiiig her blood in violent 

L 2 ^motionn 



M2t AUBREV. 

motion^ the circulation of it was fudden- 
]jr flopped by the confinemeat of the 
whale-bone ligature about her ftoinacb i 
and (he fcreamcd, and fell into fits, juft 
as Emily had begun the fcccmd ftrain. 
The lovely fongfter immediately ceafed 

linging, the company all rofe, and a 
fcene of confiifion followed. Mrs* Spi- 
cer hurried to her darling child ; falts, 
harcfliorni aod cold water were reforted 
to jwichouc effeA. It was found necef- 
fary to looien her bandKgef » wd the gen- 
tlemen were reqtiefted to withdraw^. 
The dangerous whale-bone -being re- 
moved, a free circvilatipn of the biood 
2gv.n took place> and Mifs Spicer gria^ 
dually rtcovcred. Mrs. Autxrey, being 
near her, chough (he was not at a loft tct 
gucfs the real caufe of the (uddenfit^ in- 
vcighed againft the injurious faflhion of 
fqueezing any part of the body, by means 
of unyielding cafes, into a fmaller com-* 

pala 
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pafs thtm was ever intended by nature. 
Mifs Spicer» glad of the opportunity of 
laddliog faihion with the efiefb of envy> 
afleoted to Mrs. Aubrey's remarks, fay* 
ing» {he wondered that fixe ever wore 
fuch ftays, as (he did not need them* 
Her real malady, however, returning 
with her recollcftion, (he declared (he 
was too ill to bear the mufic any awre. 
This declaration, with the emphatic an- 
xiety (hown by Mrs. SfMcer, put an end 
to the concert, and the company fbon 

iifcer redred» tathe grekt mortifirarian 

of the Colonel, whofe admiration of 
Emily had rifen to ec(tacy, and to the 
difmay of the Honourable Billy Spicer, 
who was never fo confcious of (hiniog 
as when he was counting his bars i one, 
two, three, four. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

if /ittle Family Chat on the Jbfurdity of pri/vaU 
fit Meetings to difpUiy talents. A Hint an 
tho OhjeH of reading toothers^ and the Dan^- 
ger of Emulation. Arthur* s Bxeurfton. CoL 
Spietr in Lovi* An uttraoriinary Fi/bor 
at the Parfonagi. 

At it was not htc when Mrs, Spiccr's 
party broke up, the Aubreys got home 
before their ufual hour of retiring to 
reft, and they fpcnt the remainder of 
the evening in a converfation naturallf 
refulting from the converfazione and 
conce'f t at Spicer-Hall. ^< I had a very 
*' different idea of a converfazioncy' faid 
Emily, " to thatraifed by Mrs. Spiccr's; 
<* I thought that fome agreeable fubjefb 

•' was 



^ was to be ftaned^ to>«lttclb tkic atte»- 
^ tioo of everjr one of dbe cMOfttay was. 
^* to be gtveo^ and dial all tpii^ ,e»- 
** prefi their ftn^ents, wtiKout forqial- 
^ ly eoccriog into deep snd feripw s^rgui-^ 
•* meiiti/*—" Emily/' faid Mis. Aii- 
^^Yr ^ thought it was only a wional 
** convcrfiition.*'**i*** It was no b^d idea/** 
&id Aubrey, ^ for if people in general* 
^ meet to talk only on the mo(t ff ivo-^ 
^ lous, reiterate^ e^haufted |opiG«> and 
*^ to play at cards, the mcetiQg of a par^ 
^ ty for tbe purpofe of r^tioQal convcr-^ 
*^ fationj would dcfenre the name. BujC 
*^ the truth is^thatafTeftation fpoils every 
'^ thing s both the term and the meet^ 
^ ing are aflfedted : they arrogate openr 
^ ly a fupcriority of intcUcftual. enter* 
*^ tainmenr,. which they feldom jaftify,. 
*^ and which is a thoufand times more 
*•" gratifying^ when it appears to be the 
** unpremeditated rcfult of a meeting of 

L. 5; ** fenfible 
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«^ ieAfiUe friends. * One friend maf.de- 
<^ iire another t^ come and conTerfe on 
^ elevated fubjefts : or a man in making 
^ a party, may in his « invitationj an- 
«c ti<!ipate the pleafime he pn^fes for 
<« his friends by obferviagj^ that fiicb and 
<« fuch well-informed perfons^ wits, aai 
<^ convivial companions will be prefent s 
^* but general invitations to a formal 
** difpUiy of each individual's portion of 
<* knowkdge and eloquence are abfurd, 
«« and generally dUappoiitt diofe Ivho at- 
«« tend."— •'At the vonvetfazmes I have 
^ been at," faid Mrs. Aubrey^ ** I have 
«* obfervcd nothing very different from 
** Mrs. Spiccr's, except pdor John GH- 
<* pin; for,knots of men plant tbemfelvcs 
*• at feveral corners of the rooms, and 
^ talkovefthe ufualpoUtics; fome learn* 
<^ ed man gets an audience of feveral of 
^' his particular acquaintance,, while the 
^ nafi. of the company refort to the 

!* common. 
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'' eommoik 'OcoNteinces of the day » 
^ to the events of a ride, to diefi^ 
^ W3d public pIaoes> tof^s very wdl 
** for cfaa^ but rendeitd ridiculous by 
<' a fokflEio titk.''-*^ That i^ the imP 
*^ fortune of it/' faid .Aubrey ^ ^< things* 
^become ridicidous by the mode of 
^ treatii^ them* Can any things for 
^ inftance, be more agreeable than a 
<* party of firierids where one reads to the 
^^ odiersp and obftrvations are made on 
^' die topics, thai aiife from the fubje£ks 
*^ read? But let in vanity ;> fee one take 
«* up a book, not to amufe, not to in« 
^ ftruft ; but ta excite admiration, and 
^ folely to (hew fine reading ;. pleafure 
^ flies : inftead of enjoying the author^ 
^ we wonder at the reader, either for 
^ his fkill or his afliirance $. but the ob- 
^ jcft of reading is loft/'—" But to 
•* pleafe in reading,?' faid Emily, " it is 
•^-neceflary to read well/'— •*' Certainty 

i^ 6, « ly/' 
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«< Ijr,** ttp&td AttbMjr, '« but it ftould 
•^ form no part of tht feadet's yAti^ ; 
*< and the ideii of it ought to be kept 
«^ ffMi the mind of the heai^s^ whak 
<< admiration mull: be preceded by dt^ 
*' lightj or it will be accompanied with 
*• difgttft/'-A-** I felt Tery much for poor 
« Mrs- Spicer/' laid Arthurina^— " So 
« did I/' did Mrs, Aubrey, •' dll flic 
<« was fo ludicrooily deHghted with hef- 
ff felf/*— " The fclfiflb paffions,** faid 
<« Aubrey, " are naturally deftroAiVc 
<^ of the pleafures of foeiety. Whefc 
<^ people meet to emulate, and to obftnre 
«* others for the purpofe of feeling ftl* 
'^periority, rather than for that of 
<< exchanging gratification, envy^ tilcea 
<< the place of the focial fpring, and 
*« demons only can enjoy the fcene/'— • 
<* Poor Eudoxia l** cried Arthurina i 
«* whiit a pop her ftnys gaTe, when Mrs. 
•« Spicer cut the laccT— *' Envy>*^ 

" feid 

1 



fikid Aubrey^ '^ is the moft odious of the 
<' pafflons ; fo odious tbat^ in my miftd^ 
^ not even the affeAion of a father can 
*' overlook it. I am fure^ girls, dear as 
" you are to me, that I could love 
^ neither of you. If I difcovercd it in 
*« your hearts/*— *• It is fo unnatural/*^ 
iaid Emily, who judged from her own 
nature :^^** the nearer any one is per- 
<* fe£t» the more we (hould delight in 
^ them, I think. What is a proficien- 
^ ey in mufic^ compared to the estoeJU 
** knee of the underftanding and of the 
** heart? Can there be any thing more 
«^ amiable than the Cambridges I Who- 
*< coukl envy them i Does not the 
" thought of them make you^ ha^y„ 
" Arthurina ?"— «« I think them v€|y 
•• handfome> and very cfcvcr,'*^ replied 
Arthurina; " and 1 like them very' 
^^ much* And as for Mlfs Spicer, I 
^< really feel unhappy that flie fhould^ 
«' make hcrfclf fuch a fool."—** God 

« blcfs. 
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<^ blefi you ! iny ^rls V exclaimed. Aa- 
bny» ^* you snake my heart glow» in 
*' tninging to my mmd the maxim of an 
*' amiable philoibpher*, whofajrs: ^ Let 

* the unhappineb you feel at another's 

* errors and the faappinels you enjoy in 

* their pcrfe£lions> be . the meafure of 
' your progre& in wifdom and virtue/ 
This was unfophifticated {H^aife ; and the 
glow that Aubrey felt, diSufed itfclf 
through the bofoms of his beloved girls, 
and charmed the heart of their mother^ 

After this converfacion> Aubrey open- 
ed Anhur's leuer, which had not been 
fbrgotteui but having heard that he was 
weU> and expcding nothing more than a 
few lines to prevent uneafinefi^ he did 
not think it neceflfary to interrupt the 
converlation by reading it iboner,. k 
was as follows :: 
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" My dear Sir, 

<* Though I am extrefflety f^afed 
'* with Warwick, the country around it, 
<« and particularly with the company I 
** have met, I (hould not yield to Mr. 
^* Rowley's requeft of fuSering Col. Spi* 
<* cier to return without me, if I thoughc 
'< it would caufe any uneafinefi at the 
*^ Parfonage ; but I am perfuaded, you 
«< will have no objection to my confenc« 
*^ ing to a plan propofed by Mr. Row* 
<^ ley, of fpcnding a day or twa sc Strat* 
** ford. We (ball return kcre, where I 
** hope to find a letter from you. With 
** Warmck^ and the adjacent country^ 
*< you are well acquainted s I ihall there- 
«« fore refcrve the fubjcft for converfa* 
«^ tion, and devote my letter to other 
•^< topics. 

^< You will be furprifed to hear of mjF 
<^ having pafled a very agreeable day in 
^^ company with one of your old friends i 
^ no other than Mr, Elton. I met him 

•^-at 
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«' at th^ ballj and though I had aot fcea 
^ hicn for tame ytzrsr remembered him 
^^immediately. He did not at firft 
** know me, for he did not fee me when 
^ he was kft in town y but>^ on bearing. 
^' my name> he accofted me with all the 
*< old friendly heartioefs «rith which he 
*^ ufed to notice me as a boy. I was a. 
*• little furprifedi when I recolleOied the 
^ afikir of the Winfields^ at the eafe 
^ with which he (poke to me ;. but I did 
^* not think it my part to afliime a ijerious 
^* lookj or to appear coafcious of what 
^ had pafled between you and him.. He: 
^* is in the beft company here,, and re- 
^ fides occafionally at Warwick^ but is^ 
^ not fettled. He has been here thefe 
^ laft fix weeks, lives in private lodg«^ 
^ ingSy has faddle-horfes, his groom, 
** and a gig. He entertains too, and is 
^ really an ^reeable and captivating 
* companion. He aiked mod kindly 
^ for yoUi,and exprefied himfelf in fuch 

" terma^ 



AUBREY. 23s 

" terrtiB itfpcfting you, that, added to 
•* his natural attraftions, I ftlc myfelf 
" very much pleafed with him. He 
•* lays he did not know of your being at 
** Mariton, or he would have come over 
"to fee the family; and that he cer- 
*^ tainly will foon. I wifh he may, and 
^' explain the circumftance of his leaving 
** you, to your fatisfadtion ; for he is fb 
*' prepofTeffing, that few things could 
*' give me more pteaAire than his re«« 
*^ trievfiig your good opinion and Mr. 
^ Cowper's. 

'^ If you are furprifcd at my meeting 
*« with Mr. Elton, I chiiik you will be no 
*^ lefs fo when I tell you who was one of 
*' my partners at the ball. My mother 
«' will laugh, I know, to think that hor 
'* Ton, bom nineteen years ago in the 
'^ Cambridgefliire cottage, fo celebrated 
" in the archives of Aubrey, fliould be 
^ now dancing at Warwick with the 
^« Right Honourable Lady Sudley. 

"That 
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«< That fame lord muft always have had 
<* gftac tafte. Her ladyfliip is very 
<' haodibcney and dances admirably. My 
*< cicne has been very agreeably ipenc; 
'* I only wi(h you were all with me. 
" Pray let me hear from you imme- 
^' diately s and give my love to my mo» 
.** tbcr, my fillers, and Arthur-William. 
'« May every blefling attend you> my 
" dear fir, is the prayer of 
^' Your afifedionate fon» 

•* Arthur Aubrey^ 
<* P. S. Remember me kindly to 
<' 'Sbidlikins and Cxfar." 

The contents of Arthur's letter afto* 
nifhed the whole group ; for Aubrey 
had no lecrets to which his children 
were not admitted i they all knew the 
anecdote rcfpcding Elton, and the ad- 
ventures of Lord Sudley at Martha's 
cottagCf Mrs, Aubrey had never met 
with the latter after his fiight acrois the 

fields 
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fields from the country people ; and bis 
conduft was only dccailed, io remem- 
brance of Aubrey's fuccefsful phn and 
Czfar's virtue. The family, however^ 
had often heard him mentioned, and 
well remembered his marriage with a 
lady much younger than himfelf being 
announced in the newfpapers about fix 
years before $ but, as they never took 
the trouble to trace his lordfbip's courle^ 
they knew not what had becoipe of him. 
As Arthur did not mention him, they 
imagined he was not at the ball, and 
that he had not feen him. As for £I« 
ton, Aubrey's feelings in a degree cor- 
reiponded with Arthur's ; he wiflied he 
could be retrieved : but^ from the con- 
verfation he bad had with Mr. Cowper, 
he was convinced that it was a hopelefs 
cafes and that conviftion was now far- 
ther confirmed by the figure he was 
making at Warwick. Aubrey» how- 
ever. 
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ever, hfld no fear of Arthur ; and, 
plealed that his excurfion proved f^ 
agreeable, be wrote next morning to 
gtw his confent to wbatevrcr he and Mn 
Rowley determined on» 

The impitffion made on the fenfts of 
Col. Spicer by the figure and voice 
of Emily, had failened on his imagina* 
nation, and kept him awake ail night; 
He rofe early ; and, as foon as decency 

would allow, called at the parifbnc^e, to 
apologize for Eudoxia*^ Br, and ta ex« 
prefs his mortification at the interrapcion 
of the fong, which had charnied him to 
much. Emily, at his requeft, fang h 
for him, accompanying herfelf ; and un- 
confdoufly comptettd the conquell of 
the preceding evening. He protnifted 
his vifit long beyond the ufiial limits, 
paid marked attention to the objeft of 
his admiration, whom he never ceafcd 
ogling with his arch eye j agreed with 

Aubrey 
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Aubrey cbat fwearing was a critninal ha* 
bu ; ajQiircd Mrs. Aubrey that his heart 
ivas formed for conftancyj and never 
once thought that he was lefs agreeabk 
to the CQmpany than to hioifelf^ or that 
he could be conGdcred as encroaching 
on time* 

The family began to mifs Arthur^ 
and not a day pafled but they wi&ed his 
return.; which aaother letter ffom hioi 
agpointed for the fi:>Uowing Saturday* 
Meanwhile CoL Spicer's attention in-* 
crea&d ; he watched the motions of the 
Aubreys, and contrived to meet them 
in their rambles. On the day .fixed, 
Arthur returned. He gave an account^ 
with great a^imatioI9^ of all that he had 
fcen^ ezpreflEed the pleafure he had en« 
joyed^ and particularly the delight he 
had ialt m his trip to Stratford. EnUly 
Chen afked him if he had feen Lord 
Sudky ? «>0h, DP," laid ihe j '«.foEtu- 

«• nately 
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^ oately he was not in the country^ or t 
'^ fhould not have feen his beaudfiil 
'' feat« or danced with the beautiful Ladjr 
<' Sudley s for though they are parted^ 
^^ and {he is entirely independent of hiio, 
«• (he never comes to Warwick when 
** he |s at Sudlcy^Caftle, as (he is re- 
^^ folved to avoid every probability of 
^' meeting him. It Teems they agreed 
*' to a ieparation in lefs than a year 
*' after they married. She openly die- 
^ tefts him^ and her dete(btion is fijp- 
'* ported by that of all the country. 
^' He ts in a very ill date of hedth, and 
<^ is at preient in London confuldng 
<^ phyficians. Lady Sudley' ulked lb 
«* highly 6f the beauties of his fear* that 
«« I ha^ a great delire to'i^lt/and Mt. 
" Ro wley accompanied me.^'—^^Where- 
<«abouts is it?" laid Artb^rii^''^ 
«'BetwcJen WslrWibk abd Stratford;* 
faid he;;^ k Tittte to the left oT the fal^ 
' ' . *'ro»l. 
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<' roady from which the houfe appears 
^< at a diftapce in the roidft of lofty trees* 
** It b delightfully fituated on the Avon. 
^^ and anfwered the expeftation raiied 
*^ by Lady Sudley's defcription. The 
^ grounds are fupported in the fineft or» 
*^ der> and bis pride in it is the only ra- 
^* doml delight he is allowed to have/' 
— *^ And where does I^dy Sudley live?'' 
laid Emily.— '< She has a pretty place at 
«' Allefley^ near Coventry, but often 
*^ ftays at Warwick." Having given a 
(uU account of his exturfion, Arthur^ in 
his turn^ inquired bow the family had 
fpent their timei and what {deafure they 
bad had at the c^troerJoTsione and concert 
at Spiccr-Halk His mother gave him 
a hsftory of the ludicrous reading of John 
GU^; Emily ddcribed the entrance 
of the Right Honomable Cotonel B»bi 
and ArthMriaa mad« bloi laugh at Billy's 
^me^ two^ ^^!M| fwfy mA the pqp of 

Eudoxia's 
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Eudoxta's ftays : but he was moft de-» 
lighted with Mifs Spiocr^ coix^lling 
Emily to fing « Thejolimtir^dofwar^s 

The return of Arthur put everything 
in its tifoal train at the parfenage : ftudy 
and amurement filled up the time $ tern* 
perance and rambltng fupplied health, 
and months flowed away with the even 
joy of common life. Col. Spiccr was 
oficcner and longer at Spicer-Hallj and 
was more and more affiduous as the 
funnner advanced in his endeavours to 
make an imprcffion upon Emily ; who 
only waited his propofal to difmifs him 
cnrircly. Arthur made frequent trips to 
Warwick, to cultivate a friendfliip he 
bad formed there : and Aubrey, after a 
eonfideKible perfevcrance in private ad* 
monition, defifted firom fighting the 
windmill, fubmicted to the repulfe of 
felf-foffictcficy, ieterchangcd ;he com^ 

mon 



AtJBREY. 2^% 

mon civ Hicies with his pariibioners^ felc 
the value of his exiftcnce> and bamflied 
every care. 

One morning, about three weeks after 
Arthur's firft excurfion to Warwick, as 
Aubrey weat into the ftudy, he fawfrom 
the window a fcrvantin livery on horfe- 
back, ring at the gate, and immediately 
after a ,handfome gig drive up, in which 
was a gentleman, whom at the firfl: 
glance he knew to be Mr. Elton. In 
fpitc of his meffage by Arthur, no appi* 
rit4on could have furprifcd him more; 
and, fo tender was his heart towards ' 
others, he trembled for the painful fitua* 
tion in which Elton feemed to place him* 
felf by this vifit. .Before he was ad* 
mittcd, therefore, Aubrey deGred Ar* 

thur to leave him, and to take, care that 
none of the family came to the ftiidy. 
Efton entered with a fmiling counte- 
nance and an cafy gait ; as-he advanced, 
VOL. lii. M he 
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he put out his hand, which it was not in 
Aubrey's nature to rejed, and thus ac* 
cofted him. *' After what paffcd in 
** town, my dear Aubrey, you would 
** have been furprifed at this vifir, 
** had not my mefiage by Arthur pre- 
«* pared you for it. You muft have 
'* thought ill of me, I know you muft; 
'* not only appearances, but reality, was 
'^ againft me ; and, whatever your opi- 
** nion was, I excufe it from my foul, 
** for I dcferved it. I have always rc- 
*^ proached myfelf for not calling in AU 
«* bcmarle-ftrcet as foon as I left Carey- 
" ftrccti but the hurry of bufinefs, and 
^^ fome other circumftances^ prefled fo 
*' much that, faith ! I thought of no- 
*^ thing but efcaping from London. 
** Do not judge of my fricndfhip by 
" what happened then, but by the mo- 
«* tivcs that bring me to you now." 
Here Aubrey's feelings underwent a 

change^ 
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change^ from the morbid tendernefs 
that; quivered at the fufferings of a guilty 
nund, to an incipient refentment at a / 
lecond attempt of duping him^ which he ' 
thought he perceived in the drift ^f El- ' 
ton's laft expreflion. He fixed his eyes ' 
on himi prepared for the creation of 
another Winfield. " My uncle Tre- 
«« vor is dead,** proceeded Elton : ^* you 
«' knew my uncle Trevor ?'*—** I barely 
^* remember him," replied Aubrey.— 
*« You muft recoUeft," continued Elton, 
« my talking to you of old Tom Tre- 
•^ vor the mifer,my maternal uncle, from 
«« whom I could never extraft a (hilling 
« while he lived."— « I hope," faid Au- 
brey, " that dying he has left you his 
«« fortune." — *^ Not exaftly that," re- 
plied Elton 5 " the penurious wretch was 
<« appalled at the oppofite difpofition of 
<^ my charafter, and was dill more ter« 
^< rifled at the thought of bequeathing. 

Ma *^ than 
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<^ than of giving away his money while 
** ^livc.*'— Where is this talc to end I 
thought Aubrey. " Fortunately," con- 
tinued Elton, <* the old fool had taken 
^' it into his head that he fhould die as 
** foon as he executed his will^ and he 
" neyer could prevail upon himfelf lo 
" make one j the confequence was, that 
^* he died inteftate, and, as his heir, I 
** inherit every (hilling of his property." 
This was a very different concluGoa 
from what Aubrey expefted: refcnt- 
ment funk, and he fincerely and^heartily 
congratulated Elton on his good fortune. 
" I truft," faid he, « that he died rich." 
— " Moderately,'* replied Elton : ^< I 
** do not yet prccifcly know the ex- 
*' tent; for he only died laft winter, and 
•* fomc of his money, I fear, is not very 
" fafe, being on ufuriouscontra<9s5 but 
•' I have no doubt I fhall do very well, 
" if I can manage at firil.'* This re- 
mark 
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mark revived Aubrey's fufpicions/ ^Ad 
0gain prepared him for fome attempt to 
abule his credulity. '* I fuppofc," pro. 
ccedcd Eltoft^ ** that, in the end, I may 
** come in for about feven hundred it- 
•^ year, no more : but that, with cafe, 
«* will foon remove my difficulties, and 
«• fet me up again. You fee I am pfu- 
** dent, for I five in lodgings, as AtthUr 
" ffluft have told you; I have only^a 
^' mah-fervant and a couple of horfe^, 
'* and I give my friends an occafional 
^* dinner. I am determined not to ex- 
^^ ceed this plan till my affairs arc per« 
" fcflly art-attged.*' Aubrey fmilerf^ 
and applauded his determination.. ^< Thty 
<< are in a good train," cohtinued Eltdn; 
<* I have already been able to liquidate 
<^ fome heavy claims upon roe; but 
<^ nothing gives me fo much pleafure as 
^^ to ' be able to convince you that, 
*« though I was compelled to' hurry from 

M 3 *« tOWtt 
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** town at a moment when I was in pof- 
*' fcflion of a cbeck, the balance of 
" which ought to have been inftantly 
'* paid to you^ I do not forget it. 
«* Pray, Aubrey, do you forget the ir- 
'^ regularity of the tranfadlion, and let 
^^ this check on my banker efface all 
^^ thoughts of the other/' Saying thts^ 
he took from his pocket-book an order, 
already written^ and prcfented it to Au« 
brey. It was drawn for three hundred 
pounds on a refpcftable houfe ia 
London. 

Aubrey was now more furprifed than 
ever, and he could not but yield his 
heart to a conviAion fo complete, of 
the honourable principles, which were 
only crufhcd by adverfe circumftances, 
and were ready to raife their heads when 
the preflure that kept them under was 
removed* The fabrication of the diT- 
trefs. of the Winfields was fmoothed 

away 
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away by the fcvcrity of the fabricator's, 
own cafc> and the triumph of his virtue; 

• 

and Aubrey would gladly have fpared 
Elton the rccollcftion of it: but,* of the 
three hundred pounds, he had fent thirty 
on his own account to the Winfields ; 
and, to take it back, was aukward : 
he, therefore, gently hinted that the draft 
was for more than he had a right to by 
thirty pounds. " Oh [ as to that," laid 
Elton, '^ the Winfields — " He flopped, 
and looked full in Aubrey's face. The 
manner of fpeaking the name, and the 
look that followed, were ambiguous : it 
was not eafy to tell whether Elton meant 
to abide by the reality of the exift- 
cnce of the diftrcflcd family, or to be 
directed, if neceffary, by the caft of 
Aubrey's countenance, to a confcffion of 
their non-entity. To be deteded in a 
falfchood, however, was at all events to 
be avoided ; and, after a very fliort 

M 4 paufe. 
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pnufc, he proceeded : " The Winfields 
•' — ; oay prithee, Aubrey, forget lUc 
*< Winfields, and think ic enough that 
** the . money, the whole of the moacy, 
V was applied to the relief of diftrefs ; 
^* no part of ic iz now wanted, and the 
•• whole again is yours/' 

Aubrey, delighted at this proof of 
Elton's Kturn to virtue, faid not a word 
that could give him pain, but affured 
:him fif his 'attachment, and begged to 
fee him frequently at the parfonage. 
}fcf pceflcd him to dine with him that 
day i which he did : and the family 
being previouQy prepoflefled in his b- 
vour, on being made acquainted by Au- 
brey with what had pafled, a pleafant 
afternoon was fpent in the company of 
Elton, who made himfelf very agreeable 
to Mrs. Aubrey and the girls, confirmed 
his imprclTion on Arthur, and won Ar- 
thur-William's heart, Aubrey imme* 

diately 
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diately forwarded the drafc to Charles 
Senfitive, infilling on his appropriating 
it for Jacob's wife, and putting him m 
mind of his promife to vifit Mariton.^ 
The draft m^ fegVthtlj 'hionbured ; and 
Charles keeping the money ta gratify his 
friend^ renewed his engagement to fpend 
ibme time with him in the autumn*. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

New Ghofts at tbi CaftU. A Viftt U UUefitr. 
Happimfs of the Aulrtft. Arthur Auhrt) 
nritis to Mr. Cowper. 

rTflE tradition of the old caftle being 
liaunted, which had contributed to ren- 
der the (pot on which the ruins flood 
more folitary^ had ceafed to be fo much 
attended to fince the arrival of the Au- 
breys i for the path along the river, and 
thence to the unbeaten heights, was a 
favourite walk with them; and their 
example had induced others to rove at 
times to the ruins. Ic was, however, 
revived in the courfe of the fummer, 
and, before the end of Auguft, the belief 
grew fo ftrong, that the environs of the 

caftle 
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caftle became a greater Ibltcade than 
ever^ for the more it had been fre- 
quentedj. the lefs it attracted the Au«r 
breys^ who found other walks^ 

As the report gained ground^ it reach^ 
ed Aubrey's ears*; and he thought pro- 
per to difcountcnance ferioufly the idle 
tales which were propagated : he not 
only preached publicly on the abfurdity 
of crediting general and ufelefs breaches 
of the laws of nature, but he talked pri- 
vately mtbthe people, and endeavoured 
to fhame them out of their creduKty, by 
afcribing all fuch appearances as they 
fpoke of to the force of imagination. 
There were more than one, however^ 
who declared pofitiv^ly that they had 
lately feen flrange- figures moving about 
the ruins at dufk ; and one man went (b 
far as to fay, he had feen the figure of a 
woman all on fire fink into the earth. 
The pertinacity of thcfe pcrfons made 

M 6 Aubrey 
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Aobrtty at fir ft fofpedl: that feme people 
had taken it into their heads to play 

^ tricks on the Maricon clowns, in confe- 
quence of the ghoftly tradition ; and he 
watched the ruins for feveral weeks; but 
nothing appearing to juftify the fufpi- 
cion, he concluded. that the tales origi- 

^nated in the illufions of fancy combined 
with ignorance, and defpaired of eradi- 
cating the prejudice. 

Previous to the time appointed by 
Senfitive for his viQt to the paribnage, 
the Aubreys, all but Arthur, who went 
into Warwickfliire, made an excurfion 
to Leicefter, to fee their venerable 
finend. Dr. Sear le, and the amiable Mrs. 
Scarle and Amelia. They were received 
with great affcflion. The worthy old 
man was ftill cheerful, and poficfied bis 
faculties; but Aubrey thought he per* 
ceived a confiderable change in the lines 
of his face, and be lamented it fincerdy. 

After 
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After fpending an agreeable week at 
Leiccftcr, they would fein have taken 
Amelia back with them to Mariton) 
but her mother could not Tpare hen 
« My uncle/' faid (he to Mrs. Aubrey, 
" is evidently breaking, and daily re- 
«* quires more attention : Amelia is my 
<< right hand ; I ihould be at a great lofs 
«' without her. You muft come to us 
<^ again foon ; my uncle feems happier 
*< in your fociety than in any other, and 
<^ he continually fpeaks of Mr. Aubrey 
** with uncommon warmth ofaiFcAion." 
Aubrey promifcd another vific as foon 
as his friend Senfitive left Mariton ; and 
the family taking leave, went into the 
old coach, and proceeded towards home. 
On the way, Mrs. Aubrey and the girls 
concurred with Aubrey in opinion re- 
fpcding the vifiblc decay of Dr. Searle,. 
and fpoke of him with love, eftecm, and 
regret. They were filcnt for fbmc time 

aftcr> 
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after, till Aubrey, prcffing Mrs. Ati*» 
brey's hand, broke the filence by the 
following reflexions : " What a happy 
•* life do we lead! my dear Emily: 
^* What a blefling has our misfortune 
•« proved to us ! I have been fnatched 
*« from years of languid eafc, from* 
*^ thoughtlcfs repetitions of frivolous 
*' engagements, and roufed to the per- 
" formance of the facred duties of my 
** profeflion. Our houfe is comfortable, 
«« our neighbours attentive and kind,, 
** our children virtuous, amiable, and 
" united."' Emily and Arthurina kiffed 
each one of his hands: " Arthur is fo- 
•* fenfible, fo prudent, fo candid^ fo 
** formed to make friends! Then the 
** profpeft I have of enabling- himto 
•* purfue the ftudics proper for the pro- 
«* felTion he may chufe. My heart is 
« light, my Emily; I am the happieft 
« of men." Thus, forgetting all that 

was> 
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was fintfter, and gratefully alive to the 
real happinefs in his poiTefiion^ Aubrey 
exulted in his fituation : his wife and 
daughters participated iit his feelings; 
and they drew up to the parfonage with 
as much delight as they had ever expe- 
rienced in arriving at Aubrey-Hall. 

Csefar^ whom they had not thought 
proper to carry to Leiceder^ came out 
to open the carriagc-door. His face did 
not wear the fmile with which he was 
accu(lomed to meet his mailer and mif« 
trefs. Aubrey obferved the want of ie : 
** Caefar/' faid he, where is Arthur ?** 
— ••^ At home, fir," replied Casfar, 
averting his eye from his matter's,— <* At 
'' homej and not come to meet us ! 
'« What's the matter ?*' — " Have pa- 
" tience, mafia," faid Caefari " mafs 
" Arthur not very wclL'* The alarm 
produced by this information foon 
cleared the coach : Aubrey, followed 

by 
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by Mrs. Aubrey and the girls, ruihed 
into the hall; where they met Mrs* 
Miller, who begged them, for God's 
fake, to be calm, before they attempted 
to fee Arthur. ** But will nobbdy tell 
« me What is the matter with him?'* 
cried Mrs. Aubrey, in great agitation.— 
*' He was fcized laft night with afcver,'*^ 
faid Mrs. Miller, '^ which has been in- 
*^ creafiDg ever fince ; he is delirious at 
«« times J and Mr. Browne fays he muft 
" be kept very quiet.'*— " Oh, my 
" child!" cried Mrs* Aubrey: ^^ where 
« is Mr. Browne? Has any body cife 
" fcen him ? Send for Mr. Bro'Wrte-di* 
« rcaiy/"— " Pray, my miftrcfs,*' faid 
Caefar, " pray Mifs Emily, pray M^fs 
*< Arthurina, go, ftop in the parlour till 
« Mr. Browne come to you : he *long 
*» wid Mafs Arthur now. Go, Mrs.. 
« Miller, go up, fend him down." 

While 
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While Mrs. Miller was gone, Caefar 
informed Aubrey, that Arthur casne 

home on the morning of the preceding 
day; that he feemed extremely uneafy, 
Tvalked all the morning up and down the 
parlour, ate no dinner, wrote a letter in 
the afternoon, tore, it, wrote another, and 
tore that, drank fcvcral glaffes of water, 
and at lall complained of being feveriOi. 
•* He put his hand on mine," faid Cae- 
far, ** and a(k me if he not very hot. . I 
** was, frightened, and went diredtly for 
*^ Mr. Browne, widout tell him I was 
" going." As Geefar was fpeaking, 
Mr. Browne came into the room, The 
diftradVed family flew round him, '* Let 
" me beg you to be compofed,'* faid 

he ^' Is he in danger ?"— '' He will 

" be in greater danger," replied Mr. 
Browne, *^ if he fees any of you agi- 
^^ tated. When I faw him yefterday, 
<' I imagined, from his account, that 

^*thc 
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" tbe fever was the confcquencc of via- 
" lent exercife : I thcrefqrc bled him, 
*^ and hoped a night^s refl:, allifted with 
*• the medicine I gave him, would have 
•' got it under j but, when I faw him 
" this mornings I determined without 
*« delay to call in Doflor Murray/'— 
" Oh ! my child !" cried Mrs. Aubrey^ 
•— " I difpatchcd an cxprcfs to Liteh- 
•* field,'* continued Mr. Browne, ''and 
«' I have been cxpefling him this hour 
** paft."— " You think he is in danger 
" then ?" — ** Difeafes arc all more or 
" Icfs dangerous," replied the apothe- 
cary i " but, I truft, that this will not 
<* baffle the Ikill of Dr. Murray/'—. 
** May I not go up to his room," cried 
his mother, with a diflrafled counte- 
nance.—**' I advifc you to wait a lit- 
*' tie," faid he : " his imagination wan- 
'• dersi your appearing may make him 
" more delirious : ftay, and hear what 

«' the 
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" the doflor fays/' With the moft 
anxious rcluAance did Mrs. Aubrey fol- 
low the advice of Mr. Browne, whom 
^c l^^ggcd to go and fie with Arthur till 
the phyHcian came. 

He inftantly complied j and Caefar, 

« 

hearing him go, returned to the parlour, 
to (hare the mifery of the family. 
" Mafla 1" faid he, '* it long time fince 
" 1 think fomething ail Mafs Arthur. 
" He never (how his uneafincfs before 
" you, my miftrcft, or the young ladies s 
*^ but, when he alone, he melancholy, 
" and fomctimes tears run down his 
" cheeks/' This information was a thun. 
der-bok to Aubrey. *^ Is it pofTible !" 
exclaimed he, " is it poffiblc that there 
** is any thing on his mind which he 
<^ would conceal from me ! Has he 
<* withdrawn his confidence from me ! 
«« that confidence, that candour which wc 
^' prize fo much, on which our happi- 

" ncfs 
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<* fiefs is burit ? Oh ! my fon ! my fon I 
<< what demon has been able to (hut a 
" heart fo pure, fo tranfparent l"— ^ 
'• Oh ! my dear papa !" cried Emilyt 
burfting into tears^ ^' it cannot be ; it 
^* isfome miftake: indeed^ Casfar^ there 
** is fome miftake.*' Arthurina's* heart 
was too much predifpofedto fympathy 
to rcfift the contagion of Emily's tears : 
without fpeaking, fhe reclined her head 
on Aubrey's neck, and wept bitterly, 
Mrs. Aubrey, her elbow refting on the 
tabic, and her hand covering her eyes, 
fufFered the kecneft agonies of imagina- 
tion. Arthur- William fat on a low fiobl 
' at her knee, and hid his face in her-kq^ 
A file nee of agony enfued : it lalled till 
the founds of carriage-^wheels and tiie 
ringing of the gate- bell announced the 
phyfician. By Mr, Browne's defirc,hc 
was (hown into the ftudy, where he at« 
tended him to communicate his obfer- 

vation$> 



vations,andthe fteps he had taken. They 
then joined the family. Dr. Murray was 
as hamane and tender as he was Kkilful. 
He entered the parlour with an encou> 
raging look, aflured them that Mr. 
Bfownc had faid nothing to make him 
defpair, and hoped that he fliould bring 
them a favourable account. He was 
then conduced to his patient's room by 
Mr. Browne, whom Aubrey followed, 
and who, at the door, prepared him to 
find his fon in a ftatc of delirium. Mrs. 
Miller was fitting at the bed-fide. Ar- 
thur was very rcftlefs, rolled his eyes 
from Tide to fide, and talked incohe- 
rently j he was infcnfible to all that 
pafled. While Dr. Murray approached 
and felt his hand, Aubrey threw himfelf 
upon his knees ar the foot of the bed, 
and wept and prayed like a father. 
"The love I feel for my children is thy 
** 'will, oh heavenly Parent ! Thou gaveft 

" them 
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«* them to mc! Thou knowcft how 
•* watchful I have been of the truft . . .'* 
— " Poor man !" faid Dr. Murray, " I 
** feel for you ; but moderate your 
^ emotions for the fake of the obye^s 
" of your afFcdlion : the fever runs very 
** high, but ftill I do not defpair getting 
*^ him through it : the iflue lies with 
*' Providence, and I hope I (hall be a 
'< fuccefsful inftrument in his hands/* 
Aubrey had never in the whole courle of 
his life been fo agitated before. He rofe, 
thanked Dr. Murray, wiped away his 
tears, and faid he feared the caufe of Ar- 
thur's malady lay deeper than ufual; 
that it was in his mind. *^ We will talk 
" of that hereafter," replied the doftor; 
«* at prefent we muft endeavour to re- 
" duce the violence of the fever.'* He 
then ordered more blood to be taken 
from his patient ^ and retiirned to the 
parlour to write a prefcription. As the 

cafe 
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cafe was doubtful, though his fears pre* 
panderated, he thought it his part to 
gi^e hope ; and, accordingly, both his 
converfatioQ and demeanour were a* 
dapted to that defign. He permitted 
Mrs. Aubrey to (it up part of the night 
with htr fon, on her promifing to conli- 
der delirium as common to acute fevers, 
and no particular fymptom of danger : 
and, at her entreaty, he took a bed at 
the parfonage. Mrs. Miller was fent to 
take reft, and Nanny fupplied her place 
in Arthur's room, where Aubrey and 
Mrs. Aubrey paffcd the moft mifcrable 
night they had ever known in their lives: 
neither did Emily nor Archurina clofe 
their eyes -, they fat up and lidened, and 
prayed, and wept. 

In the morning, Dr. Murray found 
that, notwichdanding the copious bleed* 
ing of his patient, the fever had rifen j 
his pulfe was ftill bard and more fre« 

qucnt. 
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qtient. He direded Mr« Browae to 
continue the medicine prefcribed, and to 
cake fome more blood at noon; and 
then went off for Litchfield^ promifing 
to return at night. . It was Sundays and 
Aubrey had returned from Leicefter to 
da his duty s bur,, finding. that it would 
bC' impoflible for him to attend^ he had 
requefted Mr. Browne, on his leading 
him the evening before, to engage a 
young clergyman refiding at Loughbo* 
rough to fupply his place^ The whole 
neighbourhood foon heard of Arthur's 
dangerous ftate, and the gate of the par- 
fonage was crowded with inquiries* His 
fever continued to rage ; and Dr. Mur- 
ray, at his return in the evening, could 
not confole the family with an aflfurance 
oPany favourable change. The par- 
fohagc, where happinefs fcemed to have 
taken up its abode, prefented only fcenes 
of the m oft poignant^ diftrcfs. Day 

pafied 
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pailed without hope, and nigbt without 

reft. The ftrugglc between difeafe and 
conftitution lafted the whole week. Dr. 
Murray came every day, and generally 
took his bed in the houfe* He faid and 
did every thing in his power to com- 
fort and fupport the Aubreys in this 
moil dreadful trial. The duration of 
the fever did not fail to alarm himielG 
and he watched for the crilis of it with 
the moft anxious perfeverance^ adminif« 
tering all that his (kill and escperience 
fuggeftcd. At the end of the week he 
knew a change mud: take place. He 
did not t^uxt the houfe all Saturday and 
Sunday. 

On Sunday night the delirium was 
higher than ever. His mother, herfclf 
nearly exhaufled, continued to watch 
him. Dr. Murray having purpofely 
ilepc in the day-^time, joined her at one 
o'clock in the mornings when he ex- 

vot. HI. ' N pedted 
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pedled the change. He found her 
ftanding ac the bed-fide, the chair on 
which flie had been fitting behind her, 
her arms folded, her eyes fixed upon 
her fon, who lay perfcAly ftill, breath- 
ing hard, but more freely. The dodor, 
in a whifper, begged fhe would leave 
the room. " Then you think it is all 
" over!" cried (he: ** no, I will ftay 
" till the laft moment by him." — 
" Hufli!" faid he; " he flceps: you 
" know not the confcquencc of difturb- 
** ing him at prefent : if you will ftay, 
** fit down and be quiet.*' She was 
filent, and fat down on the chair from 
which flie had rifcn, Mrs. Miller, who 
had been fitting at the head of the bed, 
gave her feat to Dr, Murray, and re- 
moved to another part of the room. 
A folemn, anxious filence enfued, and 
lafted for four hours. It was foon broad 
day. light. At five o'clock Arthur 

turned 
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turned round, and fa id, in a compofed 
tone of voice, " Edmund ! where arc 
** you,, Edmund ?" His mother would 
have rifen, but Murray's finger re- 
ftraincd her. Arthur's back was turned 
to the fide where thry were, and he had 
thrown his arm over the (hect. Murray 
felc his pulfe, looked at Mrs. Aubrey, 
and fmiled, "He will live!" cried 
Ihe, darting up; " O God ! he will live! 
" My boy will live! my boy will live!" 
She darted out of the room, flew to her 
own chamber, calling Aubrey ; and, not 
finding him there, ran down (lairs. She 
found him with Emily, Arthurina, and 
Csefar, in the parlour, where they had 
been, fitting all night; Aubrey on the 
fopha, his girls by him, each holding a 
hand, and leaning on his neck; C«far on 
Arthur. William's mahogany ftool, his 
head on his left hand, and his right hand 
fuppor ting the elbow of his left arm. They 

N 2 flew 
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flew toward: the dooi»— Mrs. Aubrey 
was too much agitated to fpeak; and 
they, expeding the fatal fcntencc, took 
it for granted. They ftood for a minute 
gazing at her with horron • She ftrove 
in vain to articulate her words, funk upon 
the floor, and fainted away. 

Dr. Murray came in in the midft of this 
complicated fccnc ofdiftrefs, and having 
immediately undeceived Aubrey and his 
daughters, afliftcd in recovering Mrs. 
Aubrey, whom they placed upon the 
fopha. When ftie revived, Aubrey aft- 
cd Murray if there were any hope. 
" Great hope,** replied he, " the foftnefe 
" of his pulfe, and the moiftyrc of his 
«' flcin indicate a favourable iflue-. Come, 
*« be fatisficd and compofe your fpirits, 
«« unlefs you have a mind to throw your- 
«• felves into the ftate from which my 
<« patient is cfcaping." Convinced by 
the doctor's manner that there was a 

great 
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great change in Arthur for the better, 
Mrs. Aubrey, Emily, and Arthurina, 
being worn out by anxiety and watch*- 
ing, confcntcd to take fomc reft in bed, 
and to refreih themfelvcs completely be- 
fore they had any communication with 
him. When they retired, Aubrey ac- 
companied Dr, Murray back to Ar- 
thur's chamber. As they entered, 
he fak], without moving:—" What's 
o'clock ?•' Dr. Murray made a fign to 
Aubrey to go round the bed and anfwer. 
** About fix," faid Aubrey, obeying, the 
doftor's fign, "Oh Sir! is it you?*' 
faid he 5 ** I thought it was Edmund 
Smyth.'* ** How are you, my dear 
Arthur," faid Aubrey, fitting down on 
the bedfide, and taking his hand, which 
though warm was moift. " Very well, 
" thank you," he replied. " Not very 
«' well," faid Aubrey, " but getting 
" wclU" — *^ Didn't fomcbody come in 

N 3 " with 
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" with you ?'* aflccd Arthur, turning his 
head, when, perceiving the (hadow of 
the doiSpr, he added, " who is that be- 
«« hind the curtain ? Edmund, is it you?*^' 
" My dear boy/* cried Aubrey, " be 
** compofed, and you fliall fee Edmund. 
•* You mud take care of yourfelf, for 
*• you have been very ilK Have you 
** any objcAion to fee Dr. Murray.*'— 
*• Certainly not," replied he, " is that the 
•» doftor behind the curtain ?*'— " It 
" is," faid Aubrey : on which the doc- 
tor came forward, faying, "you muft 
" not be alarmed at feeing a phyfici'an 
*' in your room i for you arc out of my 
•* hands before you knew you were under 
*' them. Now that you arc in no dan- 
" gcr whatever, I may venture to tell 
" you, that you have had a very fcrious 
** illncfs." He then fliook hands with 
him, felt his pulfc, aflced him feme 
qucftions, and pronounced him conva- 

Icfcent. 
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If fccnt. At the fame time, he forbade 
him to exert himfclf in any way, till he 
had his permifllon. Arthur promifed 
obedience, but harped on Edmund 
Smyth. " Have I only dreamt it,*' faid 
he, "or is Edmund in the houfe ?" 
— -** You have dreamt it, my good 
. •* friend/' faid tlic doftor. " Should 
*« you like to have him here ?'* faid 
Aubrey. " Oh ! very much indeed," 
replied he. ** I have had fuch dreams 
" about you all, but fo much.ftronger 
** than dreams in general. I faw— '* 
-^" Come, come," faid Dr. Murray, 
<« you muft not talk fo much. V/c rauft 
** leave youj and pray, Mrs. Miller, do 
«• not fufFcr him to talk." Ac the men- 
tion of Mrs. Miller's name Arthur turned 
to fee her: *' 'Sbidlikins!" faid he, 
" how are you ? Where is my mother ? 

" and " — <« No more, no more :" 

faid the dodlor, interrupting him—" lie 

N 4 " quiet 
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^* qoiet tili I (tc you again ; and be re- 
*' regular in taking the medicines I fhall 
•« order yoii. I fhall fee yoii in the 
** evening/' He then left the room, 
taking Aubrey with him. 

His poft-chaife, which he had ordered 
the evening before, drove up to the gate 
as he was going down ftairs : but before 
he fee off, he went into the fitting-room 
to brcakfaft, which Cisefar, on being 
made happy by the joyful tidings, had 
taken care to get ready. Here Dr. 
Murray, after congratulating Aubrey 
on the profpcft of Arthur's recovery, 
faid 5 '^ and now^ my good Sir, let me, 
«^ both as a friend and as a phyfician, 
*' give you a caution. You told lue, 
•* that you had reafon to believe your 
" fbn's illnefs had a mental caufc : I 
"know it, and I will tell ic to youi 
" but you mufl: be prudent, or I predift, 
•* from the fcnfibility. of this youth's 

*' temper- 
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^^ temperament, you will have fcrious 
caufe of repentance. When you know 
the evil, be careful in applying the 
<* remedy. Your fon has been fc- 
" duced— '* — ** Great God !" exclaimed 
Aubrey. ** For fomc time paft/* con- 
tinued Dr. Murray, ** he has been en* 
•* gaged with a very beautiful woman, to 
** whom he was introduced at Warwick.*' 
.— *<^ Surely," cried Aubrey, " not with 
«< Ltdy Sudley!"— **Why not with Lady 
** Sudlcy, as well as any other lady," re* 
plied Murray. " Oh ! fool, fool, that 
*' I was," exclaimed Aubrey, " to truft 
"him from under tny own care!" — 
** Nay, nay," faid the doAor, ** it is well 
<* it's no worfe." — " No worfc ! What 
<< can be worfe than die lois of that can- 
'* dour which was my gJory ! the once 
^ limpid ftreann of truth is made turbid ; 
*< I can fee no more to the bottom of his 
<^ foul; the friendihip that fubfifted be^ 
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** twccn us is injured. Vices arc linked 
'* in a chain ; one brings on another : 
«* diffimulation attends them all!'* — 
" My good Sir," faid Dr. Murray, 
<< without exculpating your fon, though I 
*' think it would not be very difficult to 
*' obtain his pardon from the moit fcru- 
*' pulous judge, I muft obferve, that a 
** fccrct of this kind muft be confidcrcd as 
'^ lefs criminal than the divulging of it. 
** After being tempted, the confeflion 
•* of a crime of this nature was not to 
" be expcftcd ; was not to be wilhcd 
'* for; for it would, on rcfledron, have 
" lowered him even in your opinion. 
" My advice to you is; to appear igno- 
** rant of the matter, and to leave time to 
*^ work his cure : I fpeak as a phyfician 
•* — for health and life may depend upon 
*\ it. Lady Sudley cannot hold fuch a 
** youth long in her chains ; for (he has 
** nothing more than a little perfonal 

a ^ •* beauty : 
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^* beauty : her mind is very deficient, and 
** her paffions very ftrong. I have 
•* known her from her infancy. Lord 
«* Sudley, an emaciated debauchee, mar- 
^* ricd her for her face, and grew tired 
** of her in a few months. Since their 
•* feparation, (he is fufprdtcd to have led 
*' a loofe life, and has but juft managed 
•f to keep a footing in fociety. She 
*^ has now again made hcrfelf the lub- 
*'jc6l of the tattle of the day; and 
«^ her amour with your fon is fully can- 
<^ vaffcd, both at Coventry and War- 
*« wick." Aubrey flood aghaft. «*' I had 
** the whole account from a friend, wh9 
" refides at the former place : nay, even 
** the compundions of your fon are no 
" fecret ; for, though he is filent,. the 
" lady herfelf has loft her difcrction, I 
really believe this fever has been 
brought on by his feelings of remorfc 
«* confpiring with violent excrcifc : but 

u 6 "he 



cc 
cc 



:^76 AUBREY. 

" he will recover, if you do not impede 
^' bis progrcfs. You muft, as much as 
*' poflible, divert bis mind from thoughts 
" that arc likely to opprcfs it." Au- 
brey thaxikcd the doftor^ and, with a 
Ggh, promifed to attend to his advice : 
he then condudted him to his carriagtf. 

Arthur's intrigue, the notoriety of his 
crime, the breach of candour, funk deeply 
into Aubrey's heart i but the love of his 
fon predominated : Jic refolved for the 
preient to conceal his emotions; and, 
with the hope of diverting his ideas, and 
accelerating his recovery, he wrote a 
prcfllng foiicitation to Mr« Cowper to 
fend Edmund to Mariton« 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

Pngrtfs 4f jfrthur's Recovery. Friend/hip 
with Edmund Smyth, Cupid lurking beneath 
M ^hrub on the Bank of a River. Aubrey 
opens his Mind to Edmund, Arrival of a 
Friend, Departure of Arthur and Edmund. 

In the courfc of a few days, Arthur was 
pronounced by Dr. Murray to be out of 
danger; Mrs. Aubrey and his fifters 
were fufFercd to chat in his room, and 
Arthur-William came and faid his kf- 
fons to him. But, though he daily gained 
ftrcngth, his cheerfulnefs kept no pace 
with his recovery. The engaging fmilc, 
that ufed fo oftea to illume his counte- 
nance, did not re-appear: he fpoke affec- 
tionately, butTerioufly i and be was more 

inclined 
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inclined to be thoughtful than talka- 
tive. At firft Aubrey made fome allow- 
ance for the (late of his nerves, after 
fuch an attack as he had fuflfered y but 
Yfhcn he obferved that his thoughtfulnefs 
increafcd in the courfe of his convalef- 
cence, he became doubly wretched, and 
felt the more from being now compelled 
to difguife his wretchcdnefs under a (how 
of joy. He was more anxious than ever 
to have Edmund Smyth at the parfon- 
age J and a week having elapfed (ince 
he wrote to Mr. Cowper, he was greatly 
furprifcd that he had heard nothing of 
him. 

It was not till Arthur had begun to 
walk from room to room on the fame 
floor with his chamber, and was talking of 
going down (lairs, and into the gardcoj 
that Aubrey's fufpcnce was removed by 
the arrival of Edmund's portmanteau, 
which had been fent on in a public car- 

riagc* 
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riage. The fight of his name on the 
direction fprcad joy through the familyr 
Arthur fmiled from his heart, and cried^ 
** huzza.*' The portmanteau was re- 
ceived, but its mafter did not make his 
appearance : for two days the Aubreys 
were in conllant expcdlation of feeing 
their young friend, and began to be 
uneafy left fome accident had hap- 
pened. On the fourth day he arrived, 
having been three on the road^ as he 
was mounted on one of his uncle's 
horfes. Giving his horfc to Caefar, who 
opened the gate to him, he haftened to 
the fitting-room, where he found the 
whole family. The bafhfulncfs, which 
at his firft interview with them in Albe« 
marie ftreet had caft a little ruftic awk- 
wardnefs on his manners, was very much 
worn off; and the difguife of.his figure, 
under his village drab, was entirely re- 
moved, for he was now dreffed in clothes 

which 
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which were made while he was in town. 
The colour of his coat was a high brown, 
which fct off his face to advantage ; and, 
being well and fafhionably made, his 
perfon had fair play, and appeared ele- 
gant. He wore a white waiftcoat, and 
kathcr breeches, with boots and fpors. 
He entered with an eafe and grace that 
furprifed and delighted the Aubreys, 
who received him with great affcftion, 
which was returned in a very engaging 
manner. He accounted for Mr. Cow- 
per's not immediately replying to Au* 
brey*s letter, by telling him that he was 
not at Edcnbower when it came; and 
that, as foon as he returned, he thought 
it betttr to difpatch the portmanteau 
than to write. After anfwering all the 
kind enquiries, made for his uncle, his 
mother, and fifter, *' Well Arthur/* 
faid he, " — wc always call you Arthur 
•* at Edcnbower — well, my dear friend, 

«< you 
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'^ you muft make hafte and get ftout> 
*' to return with mc ; for my uncle fays 
'^ that I muft make it the preliminary of 
** my ftay at Maritoo : and he gives me 
** a full forcnight, if you fttpulace to be 
" quite well at the end of it."—** I am 
<* getting round fail»'' replied Arthur, 
*' but 00 ftipulacioo can be agreeable to 
'* mej or any of us, which includei your 
5* leaving Mariton.'* Aubrey, however, 
being ftruck with the advantage that 

might be reaped from Arthur's vifit to 
Melford, where he would be at a dif- 
tance from the objeA and fcene of his 
misfortune, faiJ, *• Arthur will be happy 
•' to return with you, I am fure , but 
*^ meanwhile let us forget the period of 
** your going." That was foon bani(hed 
from their thoughts. Edmund was full 
of fpirits, EmiJy and Arthurina refumed 
their natural livelinefs, and Aubrey and 
Mrs. Aubrey had the happincfs of ob- 

ferving 
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fcrving the revival of Arthur's fmile. In 
three days after Edmund's arrival, Ar- 
thur was able to walk round the garden 
with hinn and before the week was over^ 
he ftrolled with his filters and Edmund 
to the caftle ruins. 

As foon as it was known that he was 
well enough to go out^ vifits of congra^ 
tulation poured in upon the Aubreys, 
which Aubrey and Mrs. Aubrey ma. 
naged in general to receive alone, in 
order that the young folks might not be 
deprived of their rambles. Among the 
firft vifitors were the Spicers^ the colo- 
ncl had made it a point with them, and 
that they (hould inform him when the 
family began to fee company, that he 
might return to Mariton from town, 
whither he had gone on finding the door 
of the parfonagc (hut by Arthur's illncfs. 
When Arthur grew ftrongcr, Edmund 
and he fometimcs rode on horfeback, 

that 
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that the former might fee the country to a 
greater extent : in thefe rides .the girls 
were left behind ; and the two young 
meny led by a congeniality of fentime nt^ 
formed a friendfhip of the warmeft and 
nobleft kind. Out of their own families 
neither of them had yet met with any 
perfon^ of either fex who fo fully took 
polTeffion of his heart ( the attachment 
was mutually grateful^ and each felt and 
declared that he could facrifice his life 
for the other. 

A foul fo congenial with ArthurV^ 
could not but be congemal with Emily's 
alfo, but to form a fimilar friendfhip with 
his After was not fo eafy. In company 
Edmund delighted to addrefs his conver- 
fation to her^ but when left by accident 
alone with her, far from feeling the 
promptnefs with which he had declared 
his fentiments to her brother, he became 
immediately rcfcrvedi his lips were 

mute> 
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mutt, his looks conftramcd. His filence 
and cmbarraffmcott however, were more 
eloquent than words to Rm'ilyf wboie 
downcaCt eye, and fympathetic cacituniityi 
unconfciouily marked the conformity and 
harmony of their (buis* She perceived 
what he had no idea of betraying i Ihe 
felt that Ihe was bek>ved by him. £d* 
niund was hot fo penetrating : he did not 
fee either into his own heart or hers ; 
and» though he was not devoid of am* 
bition, he had never once fuffcrcd him* 
felf to conceive a matrimonial alliance 
poflible^ in the fuuation of life in which 
he ftood ; not on account of his endre 
dependence on his uncle, who was indeed 
a father to him^ but becaufe his mother 
and fiftcr were combined in that depen- 
dence^ and his uncle had taught him to 
confider them as the firft objeds of the 
care of his Jife. He only wilhcd, there* 
fore, to form fuch a friend (hip with 

Emily^ 
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Emily, as he had formed with her bro- 
tber, without being aware that it was im- 
poffible. But this impofTibility was made 
clear to him, by an accident which hap- 
pened during hisftayatMariton, Emily's 
handkerchief was blown by the wind out 
of her hand, as (he turned from the river 
fide to purfue the path leading to the 
caftle ruins. It was caught by a branch 
of a fhrub, overhanging one of thofe 
deep holes, which here and there are 
formed in the beds *of (hallow dreams^ 
She called out as the handkerchief flew 
away : Edmund leaned over the bank to 
reach it; he ftretched till he loft his 
poife, on which he feized the branch to 
fave himfclf from falling. The branch 
was brittle, it broke, and he fell with it, 
handkerchief and all^ into the river, which 
at that place was very deep. Before he 
reached the water Emily fcreamed 5 but 
when in confequence of the height from 

which 
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which he fell, (ht faw him (ink, her agi* 
tation overcame all fear of danger ; flic 
clafped her hands, and crying out—'* O 
" favc him ! favc him !" plunged into 
the river after him. The deep part of 
the water extended but a little way ; and 
Edmund could fwim. He rofe on the op- 
pofite fide, as Emily left the bank. He 
had heard her words, and turned to look 
at her : he darted towards her, and 
caught her by the arm, at the inftant her 
lovely agitated face was difappearing. 
With one hand he fupportcd her above 
the furfacc of the water, and with the 
other fwam towards the fide whence ftie 
had fprung, but a little lower down the 
ftream, where the bottom was gradually 
fliallower. He encouraged her as he 
fwam, but fhe was infenfible to his 
encouragement i and when his feet 
touched the ground, he took her into his 
arms, and bore her fcnfelefs to the bank. 

The 
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The terrified Archurina, who was by her 
fifter when (he plunged into the river, 
now flood trembling to receive her j 
and Arthur, who had loitered behind 
with Arthur-William, to fee him make 
ducks and drakes upon the furface of 
the ftream, haftencd up to the fpot, fol- 
lowed by his brother. Arthur-William, 
believing that his fiftcr was drowned, 
wrung his little hands, wept, and cried 
out—'* What (hall we do ? Oh ! what 
«' fhall we do ?*' Emily's head had not 
been intirely under water, and herfwoon 
being the confequencc of the terror (he 
felt on finding herfelf finking, was of 
fhort duration. While the little group, 
fitting or kneeling about her, were look- 
ing at her with the greateft anxiety, (he 
revived, and foon recovered fufficient 
(Irength to walk back to the parfonage, 
which was at no great diftance, and 

where 
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where (he was (bon made comforublc 
by a change of clothes. 

Though neither Edmund iK>r Emily 
had been in any great danger^ this inci- 
dent made the former acquainted with 
his own heart. The impulfe that had 
driven Emily into the river might be 
attributed to other caufes than love ; nor 
had be the prefumption to conceive that 
it originated from fuch an emotion : but 
it was enough that he had at any race 
been the objcft of her folicitude ; that 
(he had thrown herfelf into the river ; 
that he had faved her from finking. 
From that hour he never looked at her 
but with confcious tendernefs i from that 
hour the images of the fccne dwelt 
upon his mind : the ** O fave him !" 
the angelic figure rapidly defcendingi 
Emily fupportcd above the water ; 
Emily in his arms ; recurred too fre- 
quently to his thoughts to leave him in 

doubt 
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doubt that fhe had made an ttnprelfion 

which it behoved him to efface. From 

that hour too the referve of his de* 

meanour, which he had before only felt 

when they were alone, was conftant \ he 

looked at her but in ftolen glances ; he 

ipoke to her but when (iknce would 

have been extraordinary. As Edmund 

had never 1>ecn very forward the change 

was not vifibic to Mr. and Mrs. Au-^ 

brey^ who> after hearing of the accident 

with retrofpcftive alarm, ended with 

laughing at it, and afcribing Emily's leap 

to the moVcmentSL of terror. 

' The fortnight allowed to Edmund by 

his urtclc now drew to an end. The art 

X)f fubduing dcfire he had learned from 

ncccfilty, the moft fuccefsful of matters, 

under whofe tuition Mr. Cowpcr had 

placed him from his in&ncy. Young as 

lie was, habit had confirmed him in the 

tnaftery of the paffions common in early 

vou III.. o life. 
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life. The inutility of regretting the want 
of unattainable objeds mature^ the virtue 
of felf-denial. on occalions where the at- 
tainment was only oppofed by prudence, 
the foftcr child of neccflity. Edmund 
never formed fruitlefs wifhes, and never 
chcriihed imprudent ones. The paffion 
that now alTailed his heart was new to 
him I but, believing it to be both hope- 
lefsand imprudent^ he refolved not even 
to form a wi(h for its gratificatioTi, but 
to banifh it immediately from his mind. 
As nothing was fo likely to conBrm his 
refolution as abfence) he took an oppor- 
tunity of requefting Arthur not to op- 
pofe their leaving Mariton at the time 
appointed by Mr. Cowper, and filenced 
every objection by faying that when 
they were at Melfrrd he would give him 
fuch reafons as could not fail to fatisfy 
him. Arthur yielded; and his health 
being now almoft completely re-efta- 

a blifhedy 
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blifted, he had reafons of his own for 
accelerating their departure, 

His father and mother too were not 

without thtir motives for wiftiing him 

in Glouceftcrlhire : Arthur, though 

pieafed with the company of his friend, 

and joining without reluftance in all 

amufements propofed, had by no means 

recovered his former cheerfulncfs. His 

tnind evidently laboured with its bur* 

den 5 there was a. recurring, melancholy 

penfivcnefi, which Aubrey was but too 

feniible was not the remains of his ill- 

ncfs: but whether it proceeded from 

contemplating a renewal of his inter- 

courfe with Lady Sudley, or from re- 

morfe at the ftate of infinccrity in which 

he was living at the parfonagc, or from 

both, was not fettled in his opinion. Ic 

was the conftant fubjeft of his conver- 

fation with Mrs. Aubrey> ,whcn aioae 

with heri andhe had determined upoii-a 

o a pIan^ 
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plan, the fucccfs of which ivas in one of 
the cafes certain, and in the other pro- 
bable. His refohition was to let the 
two friends go without delay, as the dif^ 
tance of Melford would be a bar to the 
communication he feared, and would in 
all likelihood put an end to a connexioa 
fo criminal and fo pregnant with mifery« 
He likewiic refolved to open bis mind 
freely to Edmund, not only to account 
for bis not urging a continuance of his 
ftay at Maritoa» but with a view of re- 
gaining Arthur^s candour, ai^d relieving 
his mind of the confcioufnefs of continued 
infincerity, by (bowing him not fo much 
the error as the ufcleflhefs of it. With- 
in two or three days of the time fixed for 
Edmund's return, he told him privately, 
that he wi(bed to converfe with him 
alpne> on a fubjed that gave him in» 
fioice pain$ and he requefted that he 
would meet bim in the fummer-houle in 

the 
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(he garden in an hour, without giving a 
hint to Arthur, or any one elfc> of their 
meeting. Edmund^ ignorant of the cir- 
cumftancesthat had given birth to the pam 
alluded to by Aubi^y> and confcious of 
what had been pafTing in his own hearty 
was ftartled at this appointment. He 
inilantly fufpefted that he had betrayed 
himfelf by his looks j and that Eoiily's 
father meant, if not to reproach him, at 
leaft to warn him againft the encourage* 
ment of a paffion which could never be 
attended with fuccefs. Wretched in the 
company of Emily, he retired to his own 
chamber, where he gave way to the 
moft painful and mortifying reflexions, 
till it was time to attend his appoint- 
ment. 

How furprifcd and delighted was he 
to find that Aubrey, fiir from thinking 
as he had done, e xprefled a joy at obierv^ 
i/)g the friendlhip that bad taken root 

o 3 between 
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between him and Arthur^ and at the 
reciprocity of affedion in all the family; 
and that the appointment was made 
CO repofe in him a confidence of the 
greateft importance to their happi- 
nefs 1 Aubrey expatiated on the fe- 
licity he had enjoyed in the candour of 
Arthur's mind; and, contrafting the 
pangs he fufFered in confequence of the 
iluplicity rendered neceflary by the con- 
dud of Lady Sudlcy, deputed to Ed- 
mund the office of removing the dread- 
ful neceffity. " Chufe a proper oppor- 
<« tunity, my dear young friend," faid 
Aubrey, " to let him know that I am 
" fully acquainted with the fucccfeful 
" artifices of that abandoned woman ; 
" tell him, not to let an imaginary fecret 
** continue to prey upon his mind ; and 
*< that all I afk is the relinquiQiment of 
•* the crime which has involved us in the 
*' mifery of veiling our hearts from each 

" other*" 
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*^ othcr/*^" Oh r Sir,** replied EcU 
mund, ^^ let me go and fpeak 'to him 
** immediately : how can he bear to 
*^ conceal any thing from fuch a father ! 
^< I faw be was miferable, and now I 
** know the eaufc. Oh ! let me go and 
** remove it inftantly/*-— *' No, my dear 
** Edmund,*' faid Aubrey, ** you muft 
*' not be precipitate* I know not what 
^' the confcquence might be, if.h© w»erc 
** made acquainted with , my .knowledge 
•* of the circumftance here : but Opened 
" to him gently,! at a diftance ikoin me, 
^* and by a friend (o beloved as you are,, 
** I have no fear but all will be well.? 
Edmund yielded, declaring^at the fank 
time that he fhould not be happy till he 
had completely rcftored the eafe of his 
friend'-s mind, by divcrring it from 
brooding over the horror of fccrccy^ 
Aubrey prefled his hand, aflbring hioi 
that he flood in his heart mixed in the 

o 4. group 
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group of his own children. The thought 
raiftd by this exprcffion affefted Ed- 
mund to fuch a degree that he was readf 
to open his whole foul to Aubrey, but hi& 
tongue was unable to obey the pure dic- 
tates of his nnind, and he recolle^ed him«^ 
ftif in time. Having fettled the day of 
departure for the fucceeding Monday^ 
they flrolled together round the garden^ 
converfing on topics Icfs interefting^ and 
joined the reft of the family. 

Aubrey informed them chat Edmund 
perfifted io the refolution of fening out 
at the time his uncle had fixed, and that 

Monday was the day. Mrs. Aubrey and 
Arthurina exclaimed againft it. Emily 
faintly faid j ** So foon I*' Arthur de* 
clared himfelf neutral. Arthur- William 
was a noify champion for delay. But 
Aubrey agreeing with Edmund that 
pundtuality was indifpenfable, as nothing 

new on the iubjc& had arrived from Mr. 

Cowper, 



y^ 
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Cowpcr> the affair was fettled. A little 
gloom enfued \ it was paled in Emily'i^ 
face J nor did it entirely difappcar from 
the Parfonage during the remainder of 
Edmund^s ftay. On Saturday, he ac* 
companicd Arthur on a round of vifits 
CO take leave ; and every thing was pre- 
pared for their departure* The family 
unanimo^fly infifted on their travelling 
in Aubrey's gig, as they were afraid 
Arthur was not yet ftrong enough to 
Cake fo long a Journey on horfeback. It 
¥fas arranged accordingly^ and a maa 
was hired to ride E^dmund's horfc» 

The party were taking their tea, Md 
talking of Mclford, when a loud ringing 
of the gate bell proclaimed a vifitor. 
** I forgot to tell you," faid Arthur,^ 
<< that Colonel Spicer was expe&ed at 
^^ Spicer-Hall : perhaps this is he come 
** to take leave of me."-—** I hope not \^ 
faid Emily, The information given by 

Arthur, 
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Arthur, and his remark> had brought the 
figure of the dapper coxcomb into their 
thoughts, when the door opened, and a 
very different perfon appeared. Aubrey 
flew with open arms to embrace Charles 
Senfidve^ The wliole family loved him ; 
and his welcome from every individual 
of it was mod cordial. Charles's fuie> 
open, benevolent counterumce, and hia 
flight, elegant figure> in plain cloath5> 
gained fome additional advantage by fup* 
planting the image of Col. Spicer. The 
arrival of Senfitive wovid probably have 
made an alteration \n the time of Arthur 
and Edmund's departure, had it not been 
for the occurrences that had taken place. 
Senfitive him&lf too urged the benefit 
that would be derived from change of 
air : and Aubrey foon had an oppor* 
tunity of imparting his own reafons to 
his friend. Arthur regretted going from 
Mariton juHas he was come i and it was 

not 
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I 

not till Senfidve alTured him that. he 
meant to make a long ftay^ and (hould 
be at the Parfonage when be returned, 
that he was entirely reconciled to leaving 
him. At the hour appointed the gig 
was at the gate ; all iformality was avoided 
in the farewell ; Edmund concealed his 
feelings with conHderable addrefs i and 
if, when he kifled his hand as Arthur 
drove ofF^ the eyes of Emily filled withf 
tearSx fo did thofe of Arthurina. 
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